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ABSTRACT
ARRACOURT--SEPTEMBER 1944, by Major Richard H. Barnes, USA, 207 pages.

This battle study investigates operational and tactical considerations of the
battles of Arracourt, which took place in September 1944 as the 4th Armored
Division of Patton's Third Army clashed with the Fifth German Panzer Army
in the French province of Lorraine on the U.S. drive to the German West Wall,

By examining detailed German and American unit histories, logs, and
summar{es, as well as personal papers, this study illuminates di fferences and
similarities 1n reporting the U.S. penetration from the Nancy Bridgehead to
Arracourt, the German offensive at Luneville as a prelude to Arracourt,
and the two German offensives at Arracourt, as the Ff fth Panzer Army attempted

to 1ink up with a German unit cut off at Nancy.

Arracourt exemplifies penetration and mobile defense and illustrates
the demand for good intelligence and flexible command and control, It
shows the inherent risks of piecemeal commitment of reserves, the need for
timely orders and good logistical support, as well as the tactical advantages

of air superiority.
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INTRODUCTION

The area around Arracourt, a smell farming town of Lorraine, France, was
the aite of a se..es of battles in September 1944, fought by the dth Armored
Division, spearhesding Patton's Third Army six week race across France into
Germany sgsinst Germany's Fifth Panger Army. Over extended supply lines and
oritical fuel shortages forced the 4th Armored Division to halt two weeks at
the Moselle, thereby gaining time for Fifth Panzer Army to strengthen its
defenses, maneuver into position, and launch a series of bitter attacks

ogainat the assembled American forces.

This study examines the tactics both sides used at Arracourt, tactics
sst against a backdrop of the Allied broad front strategy and the dominant
personalities of Montgomery, Patton, woot{ , and Clarke. Chapter 1 provides
the strategic and operational context fcr the battles at Arracourt. Chapter
2 outlines the 4th Armored Division's breaching of strong German positions
at Dieulousrd, the subsaquent advance to Arracourt by CCA of the 4th Armored
Diviaion, CCB's and CCR's Moselle crossing south of Nancy, CCB's advance to
Fresnes (north of Arracourt), ard CCR's battle at Luneville as a prelude to
Arracourt. The focus then shifts to Arracourt, as slements of Fifth Panzer
Army, attempting to link up with a Nancy-based unit, attacked the Arracourt
salisnt in two phases (19-22 September in Chapter 3 and 25-29 September in
Chapter 4), where the Allied victory ultimately forced the Germans to go on
the defensive. Chapter 5 assesses the significance of the battles and the

lessons learned.
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The detailed German and American unit histories, logs and summaries, and
personal diaries and letters illumimmte differences and similarities in
reporting the same inoidents. German microfilm records show the Germans'
ocareful planning, their unflinching obed. ence to orders, and their ability
to launch an attack in spite of severe manpower, tank, ammunition, aquip-
ment, and other shortages. And they did this when morale vas low in the mud
and fog of September in France. The American records show that the Hth
Armored Division innovatively used tanks (at night, concealed by smoke, with
tank destroyers), carefully applied tanks, artillery, infantry, and air sup-
port in oombined arms operations and adapted to the flexibility requirements

of offensive and defensive combat operations.

Arracourt illustrates the demand for good intelligence and flexible com-
mand and control. It shows the inherent risks of piecemeal commitment of
reserves, the need for timely orders and good loglstiocal support, ard the

tactical advantages of air superiority.

Arracourt was aJ aritiocal battle in Patton's drive to Germany. The care-
fully orchestrated tank, artillery, infantry, and air power»t.ied sufficient
German forces to allow Montgomery's 21st Army Group to attack in the north.
Arracourt denied the Germans a successful countsrattack, prevented their
regaining any lost ground, and then became a bastion from which Third Army
launched i{ts Ardennes winter offensive in Novembar 1944. A brilliant
example of the 360-degres mobile defense, Arracourt is a model in defsnsive

tactios and combined operations for the futurs.
vii
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CHAPTER 1

BACKGROUND

The battles of Arracourt during September 1944 were part of Patton's
Lorraine Campaign. The U.S. Utk Armored Diviaion not only spearheaded an
advance through France in its drive to Germany,. but alsc conducted a mobile
defense against major German counterattacks. Employing both traditional
fire and maneuver tactics and some newly recycled techniques, units at

Arracourt clashed in "the greatest tank battle on the Western t‘v'ant:."1

Strategic Objectives

Arracourt must be studied in both its strategics and tactical contexts.
The Allied military strategy in Western Eurcpe was to advance through France
along two principal avenues of approach and defeat German forces (seae
map 1).2 The main avenue of approach was given to British Fileld Marshal
Sir Bernard Law Montgomery's 21st Army Group.3 He was to invade Germany
through the low countries and capture the Ruhr industrial area from the
north. General Courtney Hodges' First Army was to make a Rhine crossing and

eapture the southern Ruhr area along the northern avenue while General
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George S. Patton's Third Army was to move along the secondary avenue of

approach, cross the Moselle River near Nancy, advance through Alsace-Lorraine

arnd make Rhine crossings in the area of Mannheim and Hainz.u Thus,

12th Army Group, commanded by Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley, was split along both i 3

3
avenues of approach. This "broad front"™ advance had not been planned from , a

T P R T T T e e oo

the cutset. During early August 1944 Montgomery and Bradley debated the pro :
and cons of a two-pronged or single-thrust advance, Montgomery proposed
that the Allies concentrate all strength on a drive through the low coun-
tries by way of Amiens and Brussels over a path almost twice as long as the

1 route through Alsace-Lorraine R

RINNTIC SIS

The Allies needed strong forces in the north where Montgomery's 21st Army

Group still faced German divisions isolated along the English Channel at the ‘
port of Calais. If Montgomery could move quickly, he could capture Antwerp
and the channel ports and seize the Belgian air fields, which would be used
for ahort-range fighter support of heavy bombers engaged in daylight raids. 13
In addition, such a move by Montgomery would clear the rocket belt from |

which the Germans were consistently harassing !..ondon.6

Bradley argued for a modified double thrust whereby the Third Army in

the south would carry the 12th Army Group past Metz's fortifications and

' penetrate the as yet unmanned defenses of the West wall.! If the southern ,
thrust went all the way to the Rhine, it would deprive the Germ..ns of the

industrially importané Saar basin. Additionally, it would force them to




spread their resources over a wider area, thereby reducing resistance to

both advances.

On 23 August Eisenhower decided tentatively in favor of the single
thrust: Montgomery making the main affort along the channel coast; Bradley
supporting the British effort with all nine divisions of the First Army; and
only the Third Army in the south with First Army having fir:t¢ priority on
supplies. Bradley vigorously opposed the declision, and Iin a directive
issued on 29 August Eisenhower amended the plan, leaving control of First

Army under Bradley.8

On 2 September Eisenhower went to Versailles to meet with Bradley,
Hodges, and Patton to plan their advances. At Versaillles. Patton convinced
Eisenhower that the opportunities on his front were too good to pass up, and
the supreme commander agreed to allocate additional gasoline stocks to Third
Aray. In addition, he shifted the direction of First Army‘'s advance from

northeast to due east, resuming the broad front advance.

Two days later, SHEAF found that Montgomery was moving easily after
capturing Brussels and the port of Antwerp intact. So they decided not to

stop Patton's drive toward the Saar, because he could be supplied without

handicapping Hontgonery.9

On 5 September, Eisenhower was still confident that his armies could

capture both the Ruhr and the Saar; that they could overrun the West Wall

-l
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and cross the Rhine on a wide front before the Germans could recover; and,
while this broad advance was in progress, that the ports of Antwerp and Le
Havre could be opened in readiness for a final offensive into the heart of
Germany. He still intended to give priority to the northerm route of
advance, but he did not think that redistribution of the existing supplies
would enzble the Allies to maintain a thrust to Berlin. This infuriated

Montgomery, who felt he should get all available supplies.

To mollify Montgomery, Eisenhower flew to Brussels on 10 September.
There, Eisenhower and Montgomery agreed on a combined airborne and ground
attack, code mamed MARKET GARDEN, to cross the Lek River at Arnhem, seize a
bridgehead over the Rhine, and flank the defenses of the West Wall. The
British Second Army was designated to link up with the paratroopers near
Arnhem. This would provide a bridgehead over the Rhine before the momentum
of the offensive would be lost. The airborne troops could be supplied with-

out further straining the overburdened transport lines,

Several problems surfaced. First, by concentrating on MARKET GARDEN,
Montgomery could not immediately free Antwerp for much needed logistical
support. Second, moving Second Army to the north would open a gap between
its right flank and First Army's left flank, and Hodges would have to slide
his First Army divisions to his left to cover the gap. Third, the direction
of the attack would carry Montgomwery away from the Ruhr and give him another

river to oross,
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MARKET GARDEN was moved up from 26 September to 17 September. Although

the airborne units achieved their objectives at Nijmegen and Armhem, deter-
mined German resistance coupled with bad weather prevented reinforcement.
The 9th SS Panzer Division and the Army Group B commander (Field Marshal
Walther von Model) were in the Arnhem area on the 17th, so Montgomery lost
his element of surprise. Operation MARKET GARDEN fell short of Montgomery's
expectations, resulted in the slowing down of Patton and delayed the opening
of the Port of Antwerp. In mid-October, when Montgomery gave up on opera-
tions against the Ruhr and decided to give Antwerp first priority, a full
month had been lost. The Germans had since strengthened their lines, laid
mines, built fortifications, and established a formidable barrier, so that a
major campaign cleared the estuary northwest of Antwerp only by 28 November,

having tied up tremendous resources in the process.

Meanwhile, Patton had advanced faster than anyone had imagined. Thus
far his offensive had been spectacular. Following activation in England on
28 July, Third Army participated in Operation coBrA'O 1n Normandy and then
moved swiftly through France to the banks of the Moselle, where critical
supply shortages forced them to stop. Patton's supply line stretched 313
miles from Verdun to Saarbourg, and the trucks of his Red Ball Express
simply could not keep up. When the main supply center was moved to Nancy,
the distance inoreased to U461 miles.11 Only 3500 tons of supplies per day
were supplied to the Third Army (including fuel), 1500 tons of which had to

be diverted for use of Paris civilians.'? This resulted in a shortage of
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1600 tons per day. An underwater channel pipeline (nicknamed Pluto) was
still 200 miles behind the Allied front and ineffective for Third Army use,
Patton's trucks were taken the end of August to replace those of First Army
i given to Montgomery. C-UT airoraft continued to supply much needed fuel
until they, too, were diverted for a planned airborne operation on 3

; Septembér at Tournai, Belgium, which blocked the withdrawal of the German

E Fifteenth Army from the port of Calais. These aircraft were also used as

part of Operation MARKET GARDEN,'3

Patton wanted to maintain this momentum and continued to press Bradley
for permission to do so. Meanwhile, captured supplies enabled him to move
rorward.m As a result of a meeting with his Army commanders on 12

September, Bradley wrote Eisenhower that Patton could continue all the way

to Germany based on present and anticipated supplies. His letter read:

L.
it Ea

Third Army states that they have enough ammunition on hand or in
imnediata sight for about four days' fighting and enough petrol to
carry them to the Rhine....

T

e M il ¢ 65 SR

Patton has already launche¢i a strong attack to force a croasing of
the Moselle, which he believes will not only force this crossing but
will open up the way for his rapid advance to the Rhine with his
thrust directed on the axis Metz-Frankfurt.15

e s Mt e 4 TR, MM A Dty

In a more realistic vein, Bradley gave Patton two more days (until the
evening of 14 September) to get across the Moselle; otherwise he would have

to assume the defensive. This was explained in the same letter:

:'-: \lr' - . ‘f . -_,
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...I have told Patton to continue his attack, that if by
Thursday night (14 September) he has not been able to force a
orossing of the Moselle with the mass of his forces, that he
will discontinue that attack, assume the defensive along the
southern rlank and along the front from Nanoy to the vieinity
of Luxembourg, and make his main effort north of the Moselle
River in conjunction with the atgnok novw being oarried cut by
the V Corps (of First Army)....!

Unlike Bradley, Eisenhower, was convinced that the northern route was
the way to g0 and did not want Patton to forge ahead of the 12th Army
Group. Thus, he permitted Patton to pdah only far enough to hold adequate
bridgeheads beyond the Moselle and thus create a constant threat to the
German forces, preventing the ene¢my from reinforeing farther north.17
Only after Montgomery's forces and the First Army had succeeded in
establishing & bridgehead across the Rhine would Eisenhower unleash Third

Army to advance through the Saar and over the Rhine.

Montgomery had priority in supplies which in“uriated Patton. After the
capture of Antwerp on U September, Montgomery had demonstrated the Ruhr was
vulnerable and convinced that if only Eisenhower would abandon his broad
front and concentrate on a single thrust to the Ruhr, 10,000 tons a day
aould be provided for the First American and Second British Armies. This

could maintain 20 divisions which would take him to the Ruhr and then on to

Berlin.!8

Eisenhower appeared indecisive, vascillating between single thrust and

broad front strategy. But ne had good reasons for his broad front poliey.

—8-
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Under hia direction no army would take heavy ocasualties, nc general would
lose his reputation, and oredit for the vioctory could de shared by all.
There was also less chance of the Germans reversing the aituation by sur-
rounding, sabotaging, and destroying an advance force. Additionally, it was
important to get the northern German ports, seal off the Danish peninaula,
seize the industrial area of Leipzig-Dresden, and take the political center
at Munich. Lastly, secondary attacks on the shoulders would support the
main effort. Only by pressing the Germans on a broad front could he keep

them from massing forces against the main attack,!?

Eisenhower was more a military atatesman than a dictatorial commander.
He was content to determine broad objectives and policies, arbitrate and
coordinate them. Conscious of his lack of experience of tactical handling
of armies, Eisenhower allowed Montgomery to coordinate the land battle but

always under plans of campaign he personally approved.zo

Eisenhower, as supreme comzander, tended to see the opinion of all con-
cerned and to work out the best compromise. He had an ability to tie diver-
gent ideas together and cocme up with a workable solution. However, because
his commanders wers scattered all over France, he was open to persuasion by
the last influential man who spoke to him; hence, the impression of

indecisiveness.2!

There were political considerations as well. Eisanhower could not give

all the glory to either Montgomery or to Bradley. Montgomery lacked

i
f
|
3

Wlodoa

|
|
i
i
s
!
{
|
|
|

S btk At o

Clanbonidric a el salu s\ it b uikidd

St o el ¥ L L R s it

SNSRIy




confidence in the fine art of persuasion and always wanted things his way.
He antagonized the American generals by his haughty attitudee--while
Eisenhowsr doubted Montgomery's abuitios.az If Montgomery were to lead

the advance into Germany, Eisenhower would have to0 answer to U.S. Army Chief
of Staff Marshall and President Roosevelt, besides sustaining a bad press at

hom.23 On the other hand, Eisenhower could not let Bradley and Patton

push ahead of Montgomery. If he did, then Montgomery (who was actually

Elsenhower's senior) would be rebuffed and Churchill might put pressure on

the United States to change the plan.

These, then, are some of the tactors whioh impacted on the broad front

strategy decisione-a decision for the overall good of the Alllance, but a
decision which would cause a fatal two-week delay in the Uth Armored Divi-

sion advance, thereby allowing the Garmans to stiffen their defenses in

Lorraine.

In spite of Montomery's displeasure with the broad front strategy, once

Eisenhower decided, he stuck with it. This is borne out in a letter he

wrote to Bradley on 15 September:

eeeMy whole purpose 1s to get our main dbodies concentrated
sarcss the Rhine with secure and adequate crossings and there
prepars, logistically and otherwise, for a sustained drive into
Germany that will not have to stop because of maintenance. For
a number of reasons I have decided that in driving our way
forward to the Rhine, the left should take preference over the
Two of theae

right when we could not cpesrate simultaneouasly.
reasons were, the necessity for clearing up the channel ports

~10~
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to get adequate desp water harbors (Antwerp or Rotterdam or
both), and to olean out the V-2 sites, presumably in Holland.
Obviously, if Monty can go ahead with what we have now promised i
him, which includes about 1000 tons a day, delivered partly by r
alr 1ift and partly by other U.S. resources, and you ocan keep ;
Hodges fully supplied up the moment of his attaining his first v
prinoipal objectives, then there is no reason why Patton should ;
i
[
|

e e e e e oy

not keep aoting offensively if the conditions for offensive
action are right.2

-
2R da i Bt

f . Based on this last sentence in Eisenhower's directive, Bradley and
Patton planned to advance beyond the Nancy bridgehead, which thus formed the

basis for operations in and around Arracourt during Septembar 1944,

While the strategic objectives of the United States and Great Britain

i R K B

were offensively oriented, the strategic objectives of Germany were

defensive. Germany would continue the fight on both the Eastern and Western

Fronts. In the East, the Germans would hold the Russians in the Balkans,

[P k
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the Carpathians, and East Poland (see map 2).25 In the West, Hitlar
intended to halt the Allies at the West Wall, on the Moselle, and in the
Vosges Mountains, and wait for winter. This would give him a chance to

bl e sald T R 4L

regroup, reinforce, and launch a counteroffensive, where "fog, night, and

snow® would provide him “great opportunity".25 It would also be harder

for the Allies to maneuver their Sherman tanks and launch air attacks.
Under no circumstances was any more ground to be given up, especially in H
Alsace-Lorraine. To stem the tide of the Allied advance, the Wehrmaocht was é
to advance deep into the American east flank, attacking in a northwesterly E
direction from the Epinal area against the right flank of Allied forces
(Third U.S. Army).27T This should give Hitler time to move additional
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squipment and personnel to reinforoe the West Wall. He was well aware of
Patton's preaence sand on 3 qutcubor. personally ordered a concentration of
armor opposite Patton's Third Army on the Hoecllo.ze Hitler to the very
end hoped that by holding he could break the Allied coalition.

However, it took time to move troops and equipment from East to West. '

He had to delay the Allied advance, to withdraw wrecked armored units from

i s Lo s &

both East and West, reconstitute them, and send them to Lorraine. Such
units inoluded 12 drigades of multiple~rocket launchers and the Fifth Panzer iy
Army, which had besn withdrawn to Strassbourg from Belgium to form the back- |

bone for this counteroffensive in Alsaoe-Lornine.” [

The farther sastward the Alliea pushed, the more strained their supply ]

lines became. By kesping pressure on Antwerp, the Allied advance could be | 5

slowed and the price for forward movement could become very costly. At the Py

same time, Germany's supply lines were getting shorter, so that resupply

times and distances wers decreasing. Increased arms production would then

have a chance to bé moved directly to the Weat Wall. Moreover, the Allied

advance into Germany would have to be through relatively narrow core

Al a4 W, it S S S, i 3

ridors.3° Once the Allies were stopped and sufficient personnel and

materiel reinforcements were on hand, Hitler's intention was to push them

back and regain the territory he had lost.

Holding the Allies at the West Wall would not be sasy. There were i

serious prodblems with the West Wall Line, which hadn't been used since

- 13-
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1940, The blockhouses wers not large enough to house the larger 77 and 88mm
guns needed to deal with 1944 armor. Refugees, living in the bunkers, had
to be relocated and the remaining bunkers containing war supplies had to be
onptiod.31

Allied forqes in the West were divided into three Army Groups (sce
map 3). In the north was the 21st British Army Group, commanded by
Montgomery and consisting of Lisutenant General D. G. Crerar's First
Canadian Army and Lieutenant General Miles Dempsey's Second British Army.
The 6th U.S. Army Group was in the south (Marseilles), commanded by General
Jacob L. Devers, and consisted of Lieutenant General Alexander M. Patoh's
Seventh U.S. Army and De Lattre de Tassigny's First French Army. In the
center was Bradley's 12th U.S. Army Group, consisting of Lieutenant General
Courtney Hodges' First U.S. Army, Lieutenant General William H. Simpson's
Ninth U.S. Army, and Patton's Third U.S. Army. The First Allied Airborne
Army, commanded by Lisutenant General Lewis H. Brereton, was later placed
under the 21st Army Group. Altogether Eisenhower had 50 divisions in Europe
which consiasted of 23 infantry divisions and the equivalent of 17 armored
divisions. Of this total 17 were British and 23 American (approximately
2,200,000 soldiers).3?

Opposing Eisenhower was Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstadt,
Commander-in-Chief-West, who had his forces divided between two Army Groupa
(sese map 3). Army Group B in Belgium, commanded by Field Marshal Walther

von Model, consisted of General Gustav von Zangen's Fifteenth Army,

-1“-

3
P
s
'
[
Vo
L2
k.
B
-3

d b i 2

it s U bt

e e &

P

o ikt b 2 a2 ™,

C e it e L St et e S, 08k A 2l Bt




o

B i e N P L

-~

CALMS

bi.b_

FRANCE

EISENHOWER

PA

GERMANY

Map 3 - Allied and German Forces in Western Europe, September lokk
=15~




R T g s I

[

THT G A A T T

Lieutemant General Kurt Student's First Parachute Army and General Erich
Brandenberger's Seventh Army. Army Group G in Molsheim, Alsace, commanded
by General Johannes Blaskowitz and later by General Hermann Balck, consisted
of General Otto von Knobelsdorff's First Army, General Friedrich Wiese's

Nineteenth Army, and later, General Hasso von Manteuffel's Fifth Panzer Army

(see Appendix 1).33

It is difficult to pin down exactly how many German units were on the
Western front at any one time because some were being withdrawn and other
were being brought forward. The newly constituted Volksgrenadier divisions
(people's divisions) were authorized 10,000, but seldom had over 8,000,

Von Rundstedt estimated his true unit strength at 26 infantry (authorized
12,700 soldiers) and 6 or 7 armored divisions (authorized 11,400
soldiers).3" six parachute regiments in the area, with two additional
possible, formed an additional force of 20,000 men. Altogether, German

troop strength on the Western front in early September was 750,000.3%

Because of the strategic breach developing on the Ardennes sector of the
West Wall and the gateway into northwestern Germany opening on the Albert
Canal in Holland, the First German Army was being rebuilt to a strength of 8
divisions. The Germans had been pushed back through France amd had taken a
terrible beating. They had lost 500,000 men and a tremendous amount of
equipment., With their backs against the West Wall, they now had one last

chance to put up a stiff defense.
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Although the Allies had over 50 division-sized units in Western Europe,
only a partion of them were involved in the Lorraine Campaign. Specifically
during the Luneville and Arracourt battles, the 4th Armored Division of
Third U.S. Army faced elements of the First German Army and two divisions

and three Panzer Brigades of the Fifth Panzer Arny.36

Area of Operations

The Lorraine province in France is a traditional route of invasion
between Germany and France because it is the most direct route (map 4). It
is also the crossroads for travelers among the head waters of the Seine, the
Rhine, ard the Rhone Rivers. Lorraine is a plateau varying in elevation
between 600 and 1300 fest, consisting of rolling farmlamds, and interspersed
with lakes. The gray-brown podzolic and brown forest soils are heavy and
retain water making maneuver difficult in wet weather.37 Observations and
fields of fire are limited by dense woods or towns and criss-crossed with

many streams,

The forests of the area include the Foret de Bezange La Grande, Foret de
Parroy, Foret de Gremecy, Foret de Chateau Salins, Foret Dom de Mondon, and
Bois de Benamont, which impacted directly or indirectly upon Arracourt as
assembly areas and artillery locations. Besides the forests, there are
large cultivated areas and pastursland, belonging to farmers who resided in

Arracourt and other small towns of Lorraine.

-17-
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The principal river of the area is the Mosells, which rapidly flows
northwestward through Nancy and Metz into Luxembourg. The Muerthe River
also rlows northwestward, but through St, Die, Luneville and Nancy, and
empties into the Moselle north of Nancy. Another major river obstacle is
the Rhein-Marne Canal, which flows east-westward from Strasbourg (Rhine)
through Nancy to Epernay (Marne). Other rivers in the area are the Mortagne
and Vezouze, which flow into the Muerthe near Luneville. All of these
rivers and the canal are unfordable and require bridging. The majority of
rlvar obstacles are south of the Rhein-Marme Canal. To the north is the

Seille, and to the east are the Saar River and the Saar Canal.

Although there are no large mountain ranges in the immediate Arracourt
area, there are differences of relief. Arracourt, a town of 5,000, sits
atop a ridge which extends to the northeast, and is the last high ground
between the German border and Nancy. Key hills in the area are shown on

map 5.

The climate also could impact on military operations. The major air
flow over France is part of the circulation around the semi-permanent North
Atlantic or Azcres high. The winds reach France after a long over water
trajectory, which brings a preponderance of maritime conditions to the area,
moderate temperature, frequent cloudiness, and fairly evenly distributed
precipitation over the area. The mean annual cloudiness is 69 percent with
September having 63 percent. The mean daily maximum temperature for
Ssptember is 68 degrees with a mean minimum of 32 degrees. Mean annual
relative mmidity is 74 percent and for September T6 percent.
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Precipitation averages 26.5 inches per year with an aversge monthly
precipitation in Lorraine between 2.4 and 3.0 inches. September 104U was
one of the wettest and foggiest on record, and Lorraine received two to
three times its normal precipitation.3 Fifteen days of fog, 20 days and

approximately 5 inches of rain, marred operations there.39

Lorraine possassed a moderately well-developed communications network.
The major aity of the area is Nancy (population 300,000 ), important as a
communiocations center. Luneville and Baccarat, with populations of 100,000
and 50,000, respeatively, are the only other large cities of the area.
Arracourt and other small villages in the area east of Nancy have fewer than
5,000 inhabitants. In 1944, most small villages of Lorraine consisted of
clusters of stone farmhouses, which housed families and animals alike.uo

Two ma jor east/wesat highways link Nancy with Germany. One runs south
along the Muerthe through Luneville, then turns northeastward to Sarrebourg.
The other heads northeast from Nancy to Moyenvie, then turns generally
southeastward through Lezey and Ley, joining the other main highway at
Heming and into Sarrebourg. A third major highway links Moyenvic with
Lunoville and passss through Arracourt. Only by using secondary roads is
travel east or west from Arracourt possible. Although the ma'n roads were
paved, the secondary roads lacked shoulders, had holes, and were d'fficult

to use, especially in rainy weather.
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An extensive rail network serves Lorraine (whioch the Germans exploited
to the maximum extent). Nanoy, a major rail center, wvas on the double-track
main line from Paris to Straasbourg. Other double-track main lines from
Nanocy led north to Metz, northeast to Sarreguemines, and south to Dijon.
The branches coming up from the south through Epinal and from the southeast
through St. Die were also important detraining stations for the Germans as

they moved into position prior to the Arragourt battle.

Supplies were moved primarily by reail when available, or by horse.
Systematic bombing by the Allies and sabotage by the French resistance
seriocusly impeded their resupply efforts. German tanks, heavy weapons, and
prime movers, once committed to battle were being knocked out so quickly,

production and transport could not keep up with the losses.

Opposing Forges

General Patton arganized his Army into two Corps--XXth Corps in the
north with the 5th, 83d, and 90th Infantry Divisions, and the XIIth Corps in
ti.. south, commanded by Major Genersl Manton S. Eddy. General Eddy's XiIth
Joops oonaisted of the 80th Mechanized Infantry Division, the 35th Infantry

Division, the 4th and 6th Armored Divisions, and the 2d Cavalry Group.

A U.S. TOAE armored division at that timé was relatively small, lean and

flexible, and consisted of three tank battalions, each with one light amd
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three medium tank oonpn'niu for a total of 263 tanks, three armored infantry
battalions, three armored self propelled field artillary battalions and a
cavalry reconnaissance squadron. In addition to its organic slements, addi«
tiomal battalions of tanks, tank destroyers, antiaircraft machine guns, and
engineers could be attached. These units were then tailored to two combat
commands and a reserve command {comparable to the modern brigade) which also

has a variable structure bassd on uﬂ.ssion.“

The armored division was equipped with a light 16-ton tank with a
four-man crew and a 37mm gun. However, the main tank was the 35-ton
American Sherman M-4 medium tank which had a short tu.be T5mm gun. The full
tank crew gqonsisted of five men and the tanks could fire either high
explosive or white phosphorus. The Sherman had rubber-block tracks, which
had five times the life of the Panther's steel f.ncka."a On dry ground
the American tanks were more maneuverable than the German tanks, but in the
mud they were ot (the case in September 1944). Another Sherman advantage
was the power-driven tank turret, which gave the Americans a decided

advantage over the hand-driven turret of the more heavily armored Gearman

tank. '3

Within the Uth Armored Division, the three artillery battalions (three

batteries of six tubes each of 105mm) wers organized under Division
Artillery. In addition, XII Corps assigned a field artillery group (three
battalions) the mission of general support-reinforcing the Uth Armcred Divi-

sion Artillery.“

23w
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Attached to the Uth Armored Division was a tank destroyer battalion of
36~T6mm self-propelled guns capable of deatroying German m.“s Tank
destroyers had no machine guns, no turret covers, and light armor plate, and
were vulnerable to diamounted infantry and artillery as a result. (A com-
plete listing of organic and attached units of the Uth Armored Division is
at Appendix 2.) The total strength of the 4th Armored Division was 15,700
men, 263 tanks and 144 guns. A complete listing of organic and attached
units of the 4th Armored Division is at Appendix 2.

Previous performance of the 4th Armored Division under combat conditions
had been exemplary. After arriving in England in January 1944 and becoming
part of the Third U.S. Army in July 1944, they participated in Operation
COBRA, fought against limited German resistance at Avranches (30 July),
Rennes (3 August), Orleans (16 August), Troyes (25 August), and arrived in

the vicinity of Nanoy in sarly :’oq:n:eml:m'.“6

A].r support provided by the XIX Tactical Air Command was of paramount
asaistance in the Arracourt battles. During September, priority of air
support went to Third Army. Bad weather was a major drawback, however, the
P-U7 fighter aircraft simply could not fly because they were unable to see
t.he?:urget. Flying below cloud cover, thay were vulnerable to any enemy
antiaircraft tin.w U.S. air supremacy was a major factor in turning the

tide of battls once the weather cleared.
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Opposing the Uth Armored Diviaion of Third U.S. Army were the elements
of Fifth Panser Army and German First Army. Reactivated in February 1944 in

France, Fifth Fanser Army underwent a series of name changes. In early

September, Fifth Panzer Army was brought from Belgium to Strassburg for

reorganization, prior to launching an attack against Patton's Third Army. |

Fifth Panzer Army consisted of two tactical corps headquarters: the LVIII

) Panzer Corps, from Lemans, commanded by General Walther Krueger, and the
XLVII Panger Corps (brought in from the Nineateenth Army), commanded by

General von Luettwitz. Subordinate units inoluded the 1ith Panzer Division, :

(which had suffered heavy lo=ses in men and equipment during the Nineteenth

Aray retreat through France), the 21st Panzer Division, the 15th Mechanized

Infantry Diviaion, ard the 111th, 112th and 113th Panzer Brigadea."a Only
a portion of the German First Army (located to the North of Fifth Panzer
Army) opposed the 4th Armored Division. Major subordinate units of German

Pirst Army were: 49

3d Mechanized Infantry Division

Bl e G ke 5 S Qi -
e b e a2 8 AL i i 0 2t

48th Volksgrenadier Division

TN

553d Volksgrenadier Division
558th Volksgrenadier Division

WAl ket 82 i 5]

462d Infantry Division

17th Mechanized SS Diviaion

106th Panzer Brigade

i
3
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The German Panzer division by TO&E had a tank regiment, a motorized
infantry regiment, an artillery regiment, and a cavalry squadron. The
motorized infantry division had two motorized infantry regiments, a
self-propelled artillery battalion, and an artillery regiment.5? TOARs

are graphically portrayed at Appendix 3.

Several unusual German unit designations need clarification. The
17th Mechanized SS Division was an elite division with some 17,000 troops.
Within the weaker divisions, OKW habitually formed battle groups, and used
available personnel and squipasent to form new units instead otf reconstitut-
ing veteran divisiona. These battle groups contained ten Mark IV tanks, one

soout car, one saout cavalry company, one pioneer company, and one artillery

battalion .5‘

Another of these new formations was the Volksgrenadier Division, three
examples of which could be found in the First Army. These units consisted
of leftover manpower found throughout Germany and thereafore varied greatly
in quality. These divisions were sstablished with a strength of about
10,000 men including six infantry battalions, a bioycle-mounted fusilier
battalion, two battalions of artillery, and a few self-propelled assault
guna. The leaders were often wounded veterans who had been previously con-
sldersd unfit for service. They represented the last reserves of German
manpower, They had neither the firepower nor the mobility to compete in

open warfares against armored and mechanized divisiona.52
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New Panser brigades, formed by order of Hitler during the summer of
1944, oonsisted of armored division remmants which had been rendered
ineffeotive on the Eastern Front. The commanding offiqers and men came from
many different garrisons, met for the first time after detraining in the
combat zone, and were thrown into battle just 48 hours after arr1v11.53
The Panzer brigades consisted of one battalion of 45 Mark IV tanks and one
battalion of 45 Mark V tanks for a total of 90 tanks. These improvised
brigades lacked artillery, sufficient reconnaissance slements, angineers and
effective comnunications. They also had one antitank company with twelve

assault guna.5“

Bacause of combat losses and perasc...el shortages Fifth Panzer Army and
German First Army units were not up to TO&E strength. For exampls, the
111th Panzer Brigade lost 11 panthers to air attack and mechanical
failures. The 112th Panzer Brigade had been prematurely committed againat
U.3. Forces and was not of little combat value. The 113th Panzer Brigade
was scattered by an air attack while atill on the train enroute to

Arracourt. A detailed breakdown of Fifth Panzer Army units is at Appendix
4,55

German-produced esquipment was technically superior to that of the
Americans, but suffsred from a lower rate of production and frequent changes
in design. The Germans had the Mark IV and Mark V Panzer. They had larger,

higher velocity main guns, thicker armor, and better off-road trafficability
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in the mud than Allied tanks. However, the hand turret orank put them at a

decided disadvantage against the mechanical turret crank of the Sherman.

They alac had the 20mm assault gun. Characteristics of the Shermsn, Mark IV

and Mark V tanks and assault gun are at Appendix 5.

A table summarizing tanks, artillery, and peraonnel of Fifth Panzer Army

units follows:5S

20mm Artillery
Mark IV Mark V  Assault Tubes
Tanks Tanks Guns (all calibers) Personnel
111 PZ Bde 17 s 1 i 2,000
112 PZ Bde 4 0 0 3 1,200
113 PZ Bde 4 12 4 3 2,000
11th PZ Div % 35 100 55 3,000
21st PZ Div 0 0 10 0 2,000
15th PZ Gren Div 15 15 _0 125 3,500
5 107 126 190 13,700

German air power for the ground forces was scarce and generally
ineffective. Those planes which qould be brought to bear were used pri-
marily with Student's tf‘araohuto Army in Army Group B in Belgium, and thus

did not play a significant role in the Arracourt tank battles., In sum, the

4th Armored Division outnumbered the 1st German and 5th Panzer Armies by 1.5
to 1 in manpower, 2 to 1 in tanks, 2 to 1 in artillery tubes, and 50 to 1 in

the air'.57
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Personnel

Manpower ‘eplenishmont within these units was a problem for both sides.
U.S. replacements were bLeing brought in but not fast enough to replacc all
those killed, wounded, or injured. However, during the latter part of
September, this gradual depletion did not significantly influence ith

Armored Division's mission.

In the Wehrmacht, manpower was perhapa the most difficult and urgent
problem. General von Rundstedt had lost over 500,000 men in his withdrawal
through France. The priority of manpower had gone to the Eastern Front and
it was difficult to shift manpower quickly to the West. Moraover, the front
line leaders were aware of the seriousness of this shortage of units, as
brought out by Model's request on 4 September for 25 frash divisions and U
to 5 Panzer Divisions as reserves.’® Howaver, they had less appreciation

for Germany's overall manpowsr problems.

To meet this shortage, ten Panzer Brigades were being formed from the
remnants cf armored divisions which had been designated on the Eastern
Front. Hilter converted garrisons and fortress battalions, training regl-
ments and school of officer cadets into operational units and dispatched

them to the West Wall.

In addition, the four Wehrkreise (Military districts) in Western Germany

were told to organize their depot staffs into divisional headquarters and to
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mobilize every man they could find, to include men on leave or convalescing
in hospitals, men from ordnance depots and training establishments, from
engineer and signal units, from coastal and anti-aircraft batteries, from
the Navy, and from the police, ™is resulted in the collecting of 135,000
soldiers to garrison and rebuild the Westemn defenses.59 Because they did
not have the proper equipment, they could not be used outside the defenses

in open warfare.

Logistical Support

Logistical support was a major problem on both sides. Logistical sup-
port in the Third Army was limited becauss the priority of support was to
Montgomery's 21st Army Group in the North. The overriding shortage was
fuel, which forced Patton's forces to halt his advance at the Moselle the
end of August 1944, Although supplies were once again flowing from the
Normandy beaches and the channel ports by the second week of September, this
supply lins was overextended, difficult to maintain, and soon subject to the

ever-changing autumn weather.

Patton tried many techniques to maintain his forward momentum. He
emptied fuel into a few of his tanks and severely restricted his other
vehicles so he could move forward. He used captured German fuel, and

double-loaded gas trucks. His officers posed as members of Hodges' First ,
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Army and got fuel from their POL dump. Even when visiting Bradley's head-

quarters, he would drive in with an empty tank and fill it out of 12th Army
Group resources.50 Cazbat Command Alpha (CCA) of the 4th Armored Divi~

sion, spearheading the attack across the Moselle toward Sarreguemines,

benefitted most from this extra fuel.

The state of logistical support was even worse for the Germans.

Priority of effort was to the Eastern Front, and only in special cases did

new tanks and other materiel come to the Western Front.5! Whereas the

Americans were completely motorized, the Germans were not. Resupply was

dependent on rail and horse-drawn vehicles, which led to even greater
delays.Gz Those items of resupply which did get to the West frequently

had been intended for the Eastern Front.53

Resupply of artillery was almost nonexistent and seriously hampered

operations. Due to insufficient ammo, as well as inadeqate wire and radio

communications, German artillery was not strong enough to be employed for

flank protection o counterbattery operations. During the disastrous defeat

of the Nineteenth Army in Southern France, 1316 of its 1481 artillery pieces
had been destroyed .6“ In early September, replacement tanks started move-
ing to the West, the priority going to the newly formed Panzer brigades, two

of which faced the 4th Armored Division at Arracourt at that t.imo.65
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Leadership

The respective unit commanders were well-suited to their positions,
Major General John S. Wood, Jr., commanded the 4th Armored Division. A 1912
graduate of West Point, he became known as "P* (Professor) Wood because he
was a natural and willing teacher. He enforced high atandards and always
backed his chain of command. His men would follow him anywhere. General
Eisenhower described Wood as "a natural leader." Wood, known as "Tiger

Jack" to the Germans, was as hated and feared by them as he was loved by his

own nen.“

The CCA commander was another matural leader. Colonel {later general)
Bruce C. Clarke aggressively and compassionately led his men, instilling
great pride in then.67 He was directly responsible for the planning,

execution and success of the Nancy Bridgehead exploitation and the Arracourt
68

defensive battles.
On the German side, the Fifth Panzer Army was commanded by Major General

Hasso von Manteuffel, who had just arrived in early September froa having

commanded an armored division on the Eastern Front, where he had fought

brilliantly in the battles in the Kiev salient.59

Lieutenant General Wend von Wistersheim commanded the 11th Panzer Divi-

sion, also known as the "Ghost Division.” It had captured Balgrade, fought
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continuously on the Eastern Front, ad was cited there three times for their
distinguished performance. After a humiliating defeat during the Korsun
encirclement in February 1944, von Wietersheim led his unit to France, where
it covered the Nineteenth Army retreat (being the only armored division in
Southern France). On 18 September, the division moved to Belfort Gap to

reinforce Fifth Panzer Amy.7°

Command and Control

Good command and control is essential to any military operation.
American and German forces differed in their command and control setups. On
the Allied front, General Dwight D. Eisenhower was the Supreme Allied Com-
mander who oversaw aperations of the 21st, 12th, and 6th Army Groups.
General Omar Bradley, Commanding General of the 12th Army Group in the cen-
ter was responsible for First Army (Hodges) in the north, Third U.S. Army
(Patton) in the south, and Ninth U.S. Army (Simpson) in Brittany. Allied
command and control at the highest levels was not as responsive as it could
have been. Eisenhower's headquarters at Granville on the Normandy coast was
situated too far from the front. Eisenhower had little contact with his
main headquarters in London and could communicate with Montgomery and
Bradley only by letter or wireless telegraphy. No telephone or radic tele=-
phone link was available between his headquarters and theirs. For example,

situation reports were taking 24 hours to reach him and an additional 24

-
Bt el a4t tean o tn

i s

Butis s e s gearaay

e o4

e

e b i




hours for his instructions to get back to the fleld. Even after Eisenhower
moved his headquarters to Versailles, he still did not get timely informa-

tion to and from the front,!1

Command and control within Third Army was achieved along dlear lines.
Patton expected his division commanders to exercise independent judgment and
tactioal daring, and granted them a freedom of action which permitted them
to be virtually 1ndepmdont.72 Patton gave mission-type orders and
aggressive subordinates carried them out. For example, his only directive
to the CCA commander of Uth Armored Division in early August was to "go
east,” which earned him several hundred miles.”3 In the 4th Armored Divi-
sion, command and control was exercised through the three combat commands of
CCA (Col Clarke), CCB (BG Holmes Dager), and CCR (Col Walter A. Bigby).
They were tailored to particular missions, and exercised operational and
direct command over subardinate units. Each combat command had its own
astaff, which functioned very much like the prssent day brigade. Standard
Operating Procedures (SOP) permitted subordinate units to operate inde-
pendently for days at a time. Aggressive leaders issued clear, conoise
orders, which allowed for a smooth-running operation. Attachments and
detachments were conducted in an orderly manner, thereby eliminating the

confusion of two concurrent controlling elements.

While the Allies enjoyed decentralized command and control, the German

forces were extremely centralized and often confused. Hitler, through his
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OKW (Oberkommando Wehrmacht) in Berlin, attempted to control movements of
mansuver down to division level, thereby circumventing the authority of
Commander-in-Chief West von Rundstedt, Army Group G commander Blaskowitz,
and Fifth Panger Army commander Manteuffel. Hitler was in constant touch
with the headquarters of von Rundstedt and Model by teleprinter. However,
because Hitler had to be personally involved in decisionmaking, and because
he had to divide his efforts between two fronts, his reaponses to the
maneuver comuanders' requests were not timely. Hitler hokod the funda-
mental professional training and education of the military man and under-

estimated the enormous war potential of the western Allies.”

Generally, commanders lacked flexibility to make changes and were
subject to court martial if they did so without first checking with Berlin.
Orders were spelled out in great detail and subordinates had to follow them
to the letter. They merely copied their operations orders from OKW orders
without adding personal ideas, thereby displaying their lack of initiative.
If they felt strongly enough about a decision, the commanders would leave
their units and personally argue their case before Hitler in order to con-

vince him their method was best.

One significant problem with German command and control was the constant
rotation of leadership at higher levels. Rapid changes in the
Commander-in-Chief West positions illustrates this. Von Rundstedt was
succeeded by von Kluge on 2 July, replaced by Model on 17 August and again
by von Rundstedt on 5 Scptenbor.75
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Leadership changea occurred at subordinate levels as well. Blaskowits
is commander of Army Group G until 21 September. General der Panzertruppen
Hermann Balck replaced him and Colonel Friedrich von Mellenthin replaced
Lieutenant General Heinz von Gyldenfeldt as chief of staff.’® The 111tn
and 113th Panter Brigades had only been recently formed and sent to Lorraine
in late August 1944, Their commanders had to place themselves well forward
in battle to motivate their soldiers theredy exposing themselves to greater
danger of being killed. This did happen to both of them prior to the ocon-

tinuation of the Arracourt battle.

Morale in the Uth Armored Division was very high. The men knew their
leaders were supporting them, as shown by frequent general officer visits to
the front lines. Other factors contributing to high morale were rapid for-
ward movement, reasonably good equipment, good mail service, and hot food as
the situatiu: permitted. Noncommissioned officers maintained strict dis-
cipline of their sections, which minimized problems and contributed to

efricient operations.’?

German morale, on the other hand, was very low. Subordinates were weary
of fighting ~~d mo:  =alized the situation was hopeless. Many surrendered

to the Allies. Those caught by the Germans were shot.’® The use of
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battle groups, Panzer brigades, and Volksgrenadier Divisions did not enhance
morale because the individuals had come f{rom beaten units, had no® worked
together before, and experienced frustration and desperation by having to

return to the war on the Weatern Front. These factors all contributed to

lack of oohesiveness and low morale of offiocers and men allko.79

| B NP

Intelligence

S e

Strategic intelligence was provided by a high level British basad
organization called ULTRA, which got its information by intercepted radio ;

transmisaions. Thers were many codes used to break messages, but the |
easiest to break was the Luftwaffe code, because of tranamisaion frequenocy L3
and scope, and operator inexperience, which led to carelessness. If liaison 4
officers were present with ground units, transmissions were plentiful.

However, as the personnel situation got desperate in September 1944, even

those liaison officers and other ground based personnel were pulled out to k

form the nucleus of a Parachute Army. The Germans relied heavily on the

telephone, which greatly reduced radio traffic.

From 15 August to 18 September an ULTRA recipient was present at Third

Army. Knowledge of ULTRA at Third Army was extremely restriocted: as only

the Commander, Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief of Staff, the G3, the G2 and i
assistant G2 knew about 1t.50 Intelligence had to be disseminated in such !

& way as not to compromise ULTRA.
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The operational value of the service was 50 impressive that General
Patton never missed a special dbriefing. ULTRA often had exact figures to
the man and the gun, as in the case of the 15th Panzer Grenadier Regiment.
They were also able to track the exact movementa of the 11th Panzer Divia
si.c:n.81 Although Patton was extremely interestad in these briafings, he
tended to kesp the information to himself and seemed to ignore it.52
Patton was 30 intent on maintaing his forward momentum, he failed to con-
sider the effects of increased resistance and deteriorating weather oondi-

tions.

There was no diresct knowledge of ULTRA at division level, though infor-
mation from ULTRA was often passed to divisions. Their most important
source of intelligence was the FFI, or Forces Francaises de l'Interieur, the
Prench freedom fighters, who also conducted terrorist and guerriila schiviity
in southern France. They gave information of the Germans, guided tankers,
and harrassed German communications. Their attacks were on individual cars,
trucks, and horse drawn vehicles as well as on small units. They conducted
the attacks in civilian clothes and fought from ambush. Demolition of
tracks, bridges, and highways inoreasingly orippled rail traffic. The
passenger and express trains were attacked but troop trains were left
alone. Sigmal communications based on existing French installations were
oritically hampered. The radio net was an inadequate expedient. Thus, the
FFI played a significant role in the Allied battle against the Gemna.33

Additional intelligencs came from aircraft overflights, systematic
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patrolling, captured POWas and doouments, and the interception of radlo

German intelligence focused on captured prisoners and doouments, whioh
were carefully processed to provide detailed information. Looal sympathizers
spoke French. A glaring shortcoming of the German intelligence-gathering
effort was the lack of air reconmaissance during September 1944, U.S. air
suypremacy preventad the Germans from tracking the majority of troop move-
ments. Still, the Germans were well acquainted with lth Armored Division
order of battle, lodaticn of subordinate units, and capabilities.’! Tnis
intelligence proved to be useless when the higher leaders were unwilling to
acoept unfavorable reports as facts, even though well dooumented. For thias
reason, intelligence personnel of lowar headquarters withheld unfavorable

itema of information or exaggerated auocoaaea.ss

U.S. Tactioa

To understand combined arms employment and fire and maneuver in
September 1944, it is necessary to examine the tactiocal dootrine of the day.

The Uth Armored Division initially employed both deep envelopments and
penetrations, then utilized a mobile defense at Arracourt. The penstration

was used to push through the German resiatance along the Moselle, and the
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envelopment was conducted to avoid the main line of resistance and seal off

the escaps from Nanoy. The objeot of a river arossing was to get acroas

quickly and economiocally, and establish a bridgehead whioh would proteat the

qaroasing of the remainder of the command. Tanks travelled with a white

phosphorous round in the tube, and maneuvered to within 300~500 yards of
German tanks.“ Germans found tanks in their rear area most disturbing.

CCA tried never to hit strength head on, but envelop it.

Artillery played a key role in the Arracourt bsttles. In march columns

artillery was used to make reconnaissance by fire of suspected snemy posi-

tinys shead. One ocombat command had division artillery behind them which

consisted of two organic 105 battalions plus one of the attached 155
howitzer battalions. The other combat command received the group head-
quarters one of the organic artillery battalions, and then the attached 105
self-propelled battalion and a 155 howitzer baﬁtalion. The 105 battalions

were given direot support missions to task forges.

The artillery battalion commander and the task force commander conducted

fire planning by personal liaison. Vary little was done in the fire direc-

tion center. Registrations and 90 percent of observed fires were done with

air observers. Forward observers were used to 0all in defensive rins.87

During the Arracourt defensive battles, the three battalions of Division

Artillery were laid on different azimuths for 360 degree coverage. Addi-

tiomal artillery support was coordinated through Division Artillery channels.
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German tactics changed drastically during 1944, from offensive to
defensive operationa .88 pecause of his comparatively weak foroes and
little equipment, Balok immediately opted for the mobile or the slastic
defense ooncept. Imitating trench warfare of WWI, he kept his front almost
entirely empty of troops. Thus, artillery attacks caused very little equip-
ment and minimal personnel losses. If an armored or infantry assault
followed, the forward German positiona were overrun but the secondary line
of German defense would halt the enemy advance. The Germans would counter-
attack using a mobile force deployed just to the rear of the secondary line
of defense. Additicnally, Germans would employ extensive mine flelds (few
live mines and lots of dummy ones) to slow and channel the enemy, so he

could be enveloped with the mobile reserves.

The Germans used the Schwerpunkt, or point of main effort, as the main
attack. This was usually a point where the enemy least expeated an attack.
They used secondary attacks as diversionary measures to deceive the
Americans as to the real ilocation of the mein attack. By making use of
speed, mobility, long marches, night attacks, terrain, surprise and
deception, they believed the weaker force ocould defeat the stronger at the
deciaive point.69 Because of critiocal shortages in German manpower and

material, the secondary attack prevented them from concentrating their

forces at the decisive point.
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Iraining

The level of training in the 4th Armored Division was very high. The
Uth Armored Division had trained together for over two years, and had been
togsther through aix weeks of combat on the drive through France. In apite
of long deys and battle fatigue, morale was high because of personnel
stability, as wall as the charisma and ludership‘ of Patton, Wood, Clarke
and saall unit leaders.

The level of training in German units, on the other hand, was spotty at
best. Replacement personnel were either injured veterans who were called
back into service, or young draftees who were inexperienced in the art of
combat. In 1944, infantrymen received 12-14 weeks basic training, while
armored personnsl received 21 weeka.go Parsonnel forming the new Panzer
Brigades had been gathared from all over Germany, put on trains for the
Front. Most engaged in combat just 48 hours after detraining. Frequent
changes in leadership also contributed to turbulence.

These, then, are the units which faced one another at Luneville and

Arracourt in September 1944,
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CHAPTER 2
THE ADVANCE OF CCA TO ARRACOURT AND THE LUNEVILLE DIVERSION

The Lunsville battle, which followed establishment of the Nancy bridge-
head and CCA's advance toward Chateau-Salins, took place between 16 and 19
September 1944. This battle primarily involved elements of the Reserve
Command {cch). However, it also involved elements of Combat Command Alpha
(CCA), 4th Armored Division, and elements of the 6th Armored Division.
Luneville marks the first time in the Lorraine Campaign that the Germans
made a coordinated tank attack against U.S. forces. That attack involved

elements of CCA and ultimately ended with CCA on the field of Arracourt.

By the end of August, after a six week offensive covering some 500 miles,
the Third U.S. Amy came to a halt on the west bank of the Moselle River,
The tactical mission of the XII U.S. Corps (of which the Uth Armored Divi-
sion was a part) was to cross the Moselle River on a wide front, capture
Nancy ard wontinue on tc the east to establish a bridgehead over the Saar
River in the vicinity of Sarreguemines. The Uth Armored Division (with CCA
in the north and CCB in the South) was to move to contact from the Moselle
bridgeheads and envelop German forces at Nancy from the north and south,
seize the high ground in the Chateau-Salins area to block the exits from
Nancy and be prepared to continue the advance across the Saar River in the
vieinity of Sarreguemines. The specific missions of the three 4th Armored

Division
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Combat Commands were to attack from the Moselle bridgeheads and envelop
German forces at Nanoy. CCA was to pass through the bridgehead of the

80th Infantry Division at Dieulouard (north of Nancy) with the objectlve of
moving to contact to secure the high ground in the vicinity of Arracourt.
There CCA would block the roads leading east from Nancy to prgvont the
escape of German forces. CCB was to cross near Charmes (south of Nancy) in
conjunction with the advance of the 35th Infantry Division, cross several
rivers, advance north to an area south of Arracourt, and complete the
envelopment. The CRR was to follow CCB and assist in seizing the high
ground in the Chateau-Salins area to block the exits from Namy.‘ (See

map €.)

The tactical mission of the Fifth Panzer Army was to reduce the gap
separating the First and Ninth Armies through flexible combat east of the
Moselle Rivar forcing the Americans as far back as possible. Luneville was
to be held or retaken under any clroumtancea.z The immediate objectives
for the Fifth Panzer Army were to hold Luneville and to hit Patton's Third
Army in the right flank. Manteuffel, the Commanding General of Fifth Panzer
Army, acting on Hitler's personal orders, felt he should attack as soon as
possible, and, using the element of surprise, hit the Third Army in the
right flank before they had a chance to consolidate their gains and further

threaten German West Wall defenses.
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For its movement to contact from the Dieulouard bridgehead north of
Nanoy, 4th Armored Division gave CCA the majority of combat power in the
division.3 By using captured German gasoline, and imposing stringent

conservation measures, CCA resupplied in preparation for a flanking maneuver

east ard north of Nancy. After waiting from 1 to 12 September, CCA finally

advanced on the morning of 13 September., (See map T.) ,

oS

Originally they were to cross the Moselle at Pagny, but the infantry
bridge was not strong enough for tanks. To rebuild the bridge would take
too long. Thus, the ith Armored Division moved CCA to the 80th Infantry

i S Shun ok 1,

: Division bridgehead at Dieulouard. Captain Charles Trover, commander of

E; Troop Delta, 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, was given the mission of
moving his unit to the bridgehead and establishing liaison with the 80th
Infantry Division. CCA liaison officer Captain Burns accompanied Captain

Trover, as well as guides from each subordinate unit of CCA, to mark paths

SNIPHSTPIRER S

for the night march to the bridgehead. When they arrived at the bridgehead

at 2100 hours, they briefed the 80th Infantry Division on their plans, and

completed arrangesments for moving through the bridgehead at 0600 hours the

following morning. The move took place in three successive columns. The

37th Tank Battalion (-) led the first column, the 53d Armored Infantry

Battalion the second, and the 166th Engineers the third. Troop D, 25th ;
" k

Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, provided forward reconnaissance.
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The 80th Infantry Division meanwhile was expanding the Dieulouard
bridgehead on the Moselle heights west of Landremont. They sucoceeded in
enlarging this bridgehead as far north as Pont-a-Mousson in the course of

_ the coming day. Meanwhile, the German bridgehead held by the 5534
' Volksgrenadier Division, was sealed off tighter and tighter from the south
arnd west while U.S. units continued to gain ground in the open flank of the

First German Army.

At O400 hours on the morning of the 13th the main body of CCA started
its movement to the bridgehead. Shortly thereafter, a German force of
infantry, reinforced by some light self-propelled (SP) guns firing from
Genevieve Heights, launched an attack on the 80th Infantry Division at the
bridgehead and forced them back to the river. By 0700 hours they were in
the vicinity of Dieulouard. Lieutenant Colonel Creighton W. Abrams, com-

mander of the 37th Tank Battalion (leading battalion of the first column)

and Captain Trevor, proceeded to the bridgehead while the remainder of the

column pulled off the rocad between Guscourt and Dieulouard to await further
orders. The division artillery commander moved the rear artillery elements
forward and put them in position on the west side of the river to support

the attack if needed. Three separate bridges--two across separate channels
of the Moselles and one across a large camal running parallel to the river-
were at this site. This crossing site had fords on sither side which could

be used in addition to the engineer bridges.
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Abrams, Trover, Colonel Bruce Clarke, Combat Command Alpha commander,
General Bddy, the 12th Corps commander, and General Wood, the Uth Armored
Division commander as well as General MoBride, the 80th Infantry Division
commander, held a council of war took place at the bridgs. Only when
Colonel Abrams and Colonel Clarke insisted on pressing the advance did
General Eddy permit them to cross the river and proceed toward

Chateau-Salins.

At 0800 hours, the 37th Tank Battalion, reinforced with a company of
infantry from the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion, crossed the bridge, and
clearsd Genevieve Heights, Bezaumont and Loisy, thersby opening the bridge-
head in the sast side. German artillery and heavy mortars of the 3d Panzer
Grenadier Division of the 1at German Army located near Pont-a-Mousson at a
higher elevatim than those at St. Genevieve continued firing on U.S. units
as they crossed the Moselle. In addition to the 3d Panzer Grenadier Divi-
sion, the Germans used elements of the 106th Panzer Brigade with Mark IV and
V tanks and 75mm and 88mm antitank guns to counterattack the orossing
American forces. Onoce the 37th had cleared the sastern part of the
Dieulouard bridgehead, it prepared to continue on to Benicourt, clearing the
way for the continued advance of the remainder of CCA while threatening the
German positions at Pont-a-Mousson. Joined by the 66th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion, the 37th Tank Battalion continued the attack at 1000

hours and cleared Benicourt by noon.
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Meanwhile, German troops were moving east rapidly from Pont-a-Mouason
toward Chateau-Salins, leaving their artillery behind to continue shelling
the bridgehead. The CCA advance in the direction of Chateau-Salins was
being made right acroass the rear of 13th SS Corps combat zone and threatened
to cut German communications. In spite of continued German shelling, the
remainder of CCA managed to get across the Moselle with only light damage to

a few vehicles.

Forward elements of the 3Tth Tank Battalion proceeded toward Nomeny, but
turned to Lixieres, three kilometers south when a cub liaison plane reported
a force of German tanks near that location. There, elements of the 553d
Volksgrenadier Division had & motor park, guarded with a few SP guns. CCA
destroyed half the equipment and the remainder escaped to the south. Nomeny
was heavily mined, so CCA bypassed it and moved through Aulnois Sur Seille,
surprising and scattering scldiers of a Germar regimental supply installa-
tion and seizing intact a valuable bridge over the Seille River. Likewise
at Lemoncourt, CCA surprised oconsiderable numbers of German infantry in a
close formation. The tanks, with guns firing, ran through and over them
without stopping and few, if any, Germans escaped. At Fresnes, five kilo=-
meters west of Chateau-Salins, the 37th Tank Battalion came upon a German
replacement battalion, which fled toward Chateau-Salins. Those who failed
to escape hid in buildings in town, and were captured later. Around
1700 hours CCA reached the high ground just to the west of Chateau=Salins.

Firth Panzer Army daily summary accurately desoribed CCA action:
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"On 13 September, an American armored group made a

surprise breakthrough from the bridgehead Dieulouard--

Millery via Nomeny, Lemoncourt and Fresnes towards

Arracourt and Valhey (on the Chateau-Salins--Luneville

road), where contact was established with those American

forces which had already advanced via Luneville . . .

Chateau-Salins iteself remained in our hands."5

While the main body of the command was advanoing rapidly, two light

forces were working on the flanks. Troop D, 25th Cavalry Recon Squadron
under Captain Trover, cleared the town of Benicourt, passed through Clemeny,
Aboucourt, Letricourt, and Craincourt, ard tried unsuccessfully to takes
heavily defended Delme. Trevor turned south to Lemoncourt, where he
remained for the night. At the same time Captain McMahon led Company D of
the 37th Tank Battalion, reinforced with the assault gun platoon of the
battalion, east from Lixieres to the Seille River. Because of blown bridges
and marshy terrain, he returned to the primary axis of advance at Aulnois
and held the town and bridge until relisved by a platoon of Captain Trevor's

troop about noon the next day.6

Meanwhile, the remaining CCA forces advanced slowly. The 191st Field
Artillery Battalion crossed the Moselle around 1500 hours, took up bivousc
positions on the east side of the high ground near St. Genevieve, then moved
to Fresnes-en-Saulnois for the night. Some of the last elements still were
not across the bridge by dark, so they were instructed to remain with the
80th Infantry Division until daylight. The 14th of September was cold,
foggy, and rainy. CCA was resupplied from the trains about 0930, and con-

tinued its advance. Because of artillery fire coming from Chateau-Salins, a
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rather large town of some 20,000 inhabitanta, CCA decided to bypass it in
its move toward Arracourt. Arcund noon, the columns turned south toward
Chambrey, then turned east, bypassing Vio-sur-Seille, and finally south by
trails and secondary roads through Arracourt to Valhey. In Arracourt and
Valhey, CCA surprised and destroyed the headquarters of the 15th Panzer
Division. Colonel Clarke, in his L4 cub plane, spotted this head-
quarters for the 37th Tank Battalion.

When Arracourt and Valhey were cleared, the 37th Tank Battalion headed
to the Rhein-Marne canal at Einville and Bauzemont, then swung back east to
Ley, where they spent the night. By 1900 hours the entire command had
resached the Arracourt area and were disposed to carry out the assigned
mission of exploitation: to block the roads of Nancy to preyene the escape
of German defenders of that city. Assisting was a medium tank company from
the 35th Tank Battalion, plus one infantry company from the 10th Armored
Infantry Battalion, sent by £he division commander. Troop D of the
25th Cavalry Recon Squadron, now relieved of its mission of guarding the
supply routes, moved to rejoin ;.he main body for reconnaissance to the east
of Arracourt. CCA was dispersed in the area around Arracourt with companies
sent to Xanray, Juvacourt, Moncourt, Rechicourt, and Bezange-la-Petite.
Task Force Abrams was loocated in the vieinity of Moncourt, Task Forcs Curtis
on the highground southwest of Arracourt and TF Jacques blocking route N T4
from vioinity of Chambrey and the high ground southeast of there.®
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From 15 to 18 September, CCA oarried out the exploitation. Strong oute
poats were established on all main roads from Chambrey on the north to the
Rhein-Marne Camal on the south. Small infantry-tank teams made raids on
towns in the east to the limit of supporting artillery range. Troop D,
25th Cavalry Recon Squadron provided reconnaissance 15 kilometers to the
eaat of the Moyenvic-Bourdonnay highway. Additionally, they maintained a
perimeter defense on the high ground surrounding Arracourt on the south,
east and north. The drive to Arracourt resulted in 26 German armored
vehicles, 135 unarmored vehiocles, and 10-88mm guns destroyed, 230 Germans

killed, and 187 captured by the 18th of September.’

On sevaral occasions during the advance to and ocoupation of Arracourt,
CCA had to furnish task forces to assist other units. The first of these
ocourred on 15 September, after CCA arrived in Arracourt, when a counter-
attack by the reinforced 553d Volksgrenadier Division in the vieinity of
Nanoy put pressure on the 80th Infantry Division closing the supply lines.
Major Kimsey led a task force of the 1st of the 318th Infantry (whioh was to
be returned to the 80th Infantry Division), and Company C of the 35th Tank
Battalion back to Dieulouard.'® About 1830, TP Kimsey ran into antitank
fire near Nomeny, which kept him pinned down through the night. By
1300 hours the next day, (16 September), the task force was succesaful in
retaking St. Genevieve from a determined enemy, L.: with a loss of 12 men
and 3 tanks against T enemy tanks destroyed and 150 PWs ‘taken.'!

Company C, 35th Tank Battalion, after assisting the 80th Division in an
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attack toward Pont-a-Mousson, returned by way of a oirouitous routs west of

Nanocy to Luneville.

A second task force of the 37th Tank Battalion was sent to the
Rhein-Marne Camal to assist bca (see map 8)'2, (CCB had moved under
friendly artillery fire from Vaucouleurs across the Moaslle river near Bayon
to Crantenay, and then moved south around Nancy where they blocked retreat-
ing Germans with tanks and antitank guns. CCB attempted to oross the
Rhein-Marne Caral in the vicinity of Maixe and Somervilier but atiff German
resistance prevented them from doing so. Because of this resistance Divi.
sion Headquarters ardered CCA to clear the north bank of the canal to assist
Combat Command B in its crossing. After clearing the woods west of
Einville, and firing on Athienville, Serres, and Drouville, the CCA task
force linked up with CCB's 8th Tank Battalion west of Drouville at
Haraucourt late in the morning. When the clearing operation was completed,
CCB moved north, took up positions in the v\icinit.y of Fresnes on the high
ground west of Chateau-Salins, and the CCA task force returned to

Arracourt, 13

A third CCA task force (TF Hunter) was used to assist CCR at
Luneville. ¥ CCR, oonsisting of the 696th Armored Field Artillery Bat-

talion, the 489th AAA Battalion (-) less Companies B and C, the 35th Tank
Battalion less Companies B and C, and the TOlth Tank Destroyer Battalion,

had moved acrosa the Moaslle river to Crantenay, then occupied Luneville on
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16 September after the 2d Cavalry Group had come under heavy fire from the
German 11th Pangzer Division.'® two troops of the 24 Cavalry Group, Gom-
manded by Colonel C. H. Reed, had tried on 15 September to snter Luneville
from the south, but had been beaten off by the advance guard of the 15th
Panger Grenadier Division, LVIII Panzer Corps. T/4 Bugene Fehr, radio

operator in one of the armored cars of the 2nd Cav Group, remembers it well:

"Something gave the M-8 a helluva jolt and my driver looked at
me and yelled that he oouldn't steer any more. We climbed
out, saw that an 88 had blown off our right front vheel, and
immediately dived into a ditoh alongside the road. We were mno
more than on the ground when a second 88 drilled the car right
through the middle. After that we did Jjust what the rest of
the dismounted men were doing--rant"!

When CCR entered the city from the northwest on 16 September, the
42d Cavalry Squadron also returned. Sergeant James Hart's section of
1st Platoon, Troop B, U2d Squadren, occupied the high ground on the west
side of the Muerthe River and watched a German armored column stream up the
main road heading toward Luneville. They fired on groups of Panzer
grenadiers who suddenly came into view 100 feet from his position. They
killed the commander of a threatening tank, which subsequently withdrew.

This section was separated from its unit for four dnya.17

The 35th Tank Battalion played a proainent role in the battle of
Luneville. At 1300 hours on the 16th, the 35th Tank Battalion was alerted
to move to the vicinity of Luneville where it took up positions at 1430

hours in Deuxville just as CCR pulled into position for an attack on
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Map 9 « CCR to Luneville, 15-18 September 1944
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Luneville. The 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion (-), consisting «f the Head-
quarters and Company B, bivouacked 1445 hours, one and a half miles south-
east of Luneville where they protected the left flank of CCR.w When
informed that friendly troops already occupied the city, the battalion then
took up positions on the high ground northwsst of Luneville. Soon after |
their arriwval, the 35th Tank Battalion beat off a German attack, destroying

two half tracks and three antitank guns. On the 16th, the Germans lost 75

killed and 18 PWs. The 35th lost two men killed and 15 wounded and one

medium tank destroyed.

German records clearly show their preparation for an attack on Luneville.
At 2140 hours on 16 September, General Blaskowitz sent a message to General
Manteuffel, commander of the Fifth Panzer Army, directing the attack against
Luneville. The coordinated armor attacks were to be launched from an area
north of Epinal on both sides of the Mortagne River in the direction of
Luneville to eliminate the American penetration. They were to throw the
Americans back onto the west bank of the Moselle and anchor their own posi-
tion on the east bank. Unita to be committed at Luneville included the
111th, 112th, and 113th Panzer Brigades and the 21st Panzer Division,
arriving no later than 18 Septemver. They were to continue on to
Pont-a-Mousson. Blaskowitz also indicated that the 11th Panzer Division was
not expected to be there on time. The XLVII Panzer Corps, coming from
Bacoarat, was to be attached to the Fifth Panzer Army effective 0600 on 17

September and to take up positions on the weastern edge of Foret de Parroy.
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Lastly, he was told that if all elements of the 113th Panzer Brigade were

not on hand by the time the attack commenced, thcy-should march without
them. Here, then, is an excellent example of pilecemeal commitment of
troops. On the 1Tth of September, outpost troops northeast of Arracourt
successfully resisted American attacks from Jolivet and the scutheast edge
of Foret de Parroy. One platoon of Company A, 35th Tank Battalion, attacked
German positions at Jolivet, knocking out two antitank guns arnd losing one
tank. Company D, 35th Tank Battalion, made a rear sweep in the directlion of
Bondillers and the southeast. Although it received heavy artillery fire, it
knocked out one antitank gun, one half track, killed an unknowi number of
enemy, and captured 15 prisoners of war from the reconnaissance battalion of
the 15th Panzer Division.19 Total German casualties of the 17th were

three antitank guns, 75 killed, 81 PWs, one half track, and a half track
probable. U.S. casualties were two killed, 15 wounded, and one medium tank

destroyed.

Meanwhile, the Germans filtered into Luneville and there engaged the FFI
ard the small American contingent. On the night of 17 September, the 15th
Panzer Grenadier Division had so many men left in the city that a German
agent informed Luettwitz, commander of the XLVII Panzer Corps, that the
Americans had lert.20 However, this was not the case as the Americans

were mostly situated north and west of the town. The Americans did not

seriously consider an armor threat building in the scuth, even though they
An

had learned from priscners that tanks were being loaded around St. Die.

P O DR

P )




entry in the Third Army Jourmal of 12 September indicated enemy armor
buildup at Epinal.2! General Eddy noted in his diary on 15 September that
another armor counterattack was possible.22 Colonel Reed had reported

this buildup on 15 September, but was told that the German armor would be
used against Tth Army, to the south of the Third Army sector .23 Although
this threatened Patton's exposed flank, he felt he would resume his advance
to the West Wall at any time, and thus not have to decisively engage the

Germans.

On 18 September, Battle Group von Luettwitz (comprising elements of
XLVII Panzer Corps) was scheduled to depart at 0600 hours from Baccarat to
Luneville for the counterattack. (See map 10.) The 113th Panzer Brigade,
in spite of severe vehicle and fuel shortages, was told to attack at
1100 hours in conjunction with the other elements, which were already
en route., The 11th Panzer Division, meanwhile, had been moving up from the
south through Rambervillers and Baccarat to Ogerviller. On 17 September
they closed in the sector in front of Luneville and massed their tanks. The
German buildup invelved attempted concentration of a large number of units:
Fifth Panzer Army assembled LVIII Panzer Corps (11th Panzer Grenadier Divi-
sion and 113(:1'; Panzer Brigades), the XLVII Panzer Corps (111th and
112th Panzer Brigades and 21st Panzer Division), as well as portions of the
2d Panzer Division, the 130th Panzer Lehr Division, and the remainder of the
16th Panzer Division and the 102d and 106th Panzer Brigades. Thus the 300

tanks under Fifth Panzer Army control represented the greatest concentration
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of German Panzers since the Germans had stopped Montgomery's 21st Army Group
at Caen. This was to be the beginning of a major offensive against America's
Nancy salient and an attempt to stabilize the line along the forts of
Belfort, Epinal, Nancy, and Metz.2!

Not all of these forces were available, however, at daylight on the
18th, when the Germans counterattacked against Luneville from the south-
east. This force consisted of at least 40 vehicles, 15 tanks and about 200
infantry, including at least 15 Panzers and about 200 infantry of the
111th Panzer Brigade of XLVII Panzer Corps. This initially caused a with-

drawal of the 2d Cavalry Group through Luneville.

Reaction to the German attack was swift. At 0900 hours on 18 September,
Company A, 35th Tank Battalion was alerted for a move to the southeast of
Deuxville in defense of Luneville against the counterattacking Germans.
Colonel Oden arrived in town at 1100 hours and established a CP in the
cellar of a house in the center of the town. At 1415 hours, the remainder
of the 35th Tank Battalion moved to a new location one half mile northeast
of Deuxville. Elements of the 2d Cavalry Squadron reinforced CCR on the
east edge of town. CCR withdrew from rthe southeast portion of town but
continmied to hold the center and northern portion of the city. They pre-

pared bridges on the west and north end of the city for demolition.

During this period, the 3d platoon of Company B, 704th Tank Destroyer

Battalion, moved to Luneville in order to outpost the city against German
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marching columns approaching from the east. The 1st platoon of Company B,
704th, was given the mission of supporting the 10th Armored Infantry Bat-
talion, located on the high ground north of the oity.25 To assist the CCR
in driving off the German attack, Division ordered CCA to reinforce the CCR
with a minimum force of one medium tank company, one infantry company, one
field artillery battery, and a platoon of tank destroyers. TF Hunter began
moving to Luneville about 1300, consisting of Company A, 37th Tank Bat-
talion; Company B, 53D Infantry Battalion; Battery "C", 9ith Armored Field
Artillery Battalion; and 1st Platoon, Company E, 70lth Tank Destroyer Bat-
talion, Tth, and 1/E/704.25 General Eddy then detached CCB, 6th Armored
Division whioch had just closed to support the 35th Division east of Naney,
and started it far Luneville. At 1600 hours, TF Hunter arrived to reinforce
CCR. Company C, 94th Armored Field Artillery was tied in by survey to the
other supporting artillery, but fired direct support missions for the
infantry and tank companies. Lisutenmant Truitt, from his observation post
in a house in town, fired on antitank guns and German vehicles during the
street t‘ighting.27 Artillery fires from the 273d and 738th Field

Artillery Battalions of 183d Field Artillery Group, forced the enemy back
behind the railrcad tracks in the southeast corner of the city, just as it
was beginning to get dark.

TP Hunter moved to assembly areas in the vicinity of Hill 341 northwest
of Luneville. Bravo/166th Engineer Battalion supported CCR, joining it at

Deuxville. Elements of the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion of CCR entered
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the city without resistance about 2000 hours simultaneously with the 42d Cav
Reconnaissance Squadron, which entered from the south. The Germans left to
seek shelter in the Foret de Parroy. Elements of the 10th Armored Infantry
Battalion of CCR and the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion (-) of TF Hunter
eatablished contact with one another astablished outposts northeast of the
oity against enemy forces in Jolivet and the Foret de Parroy. The remainder
of CCR bivouacked morthwest of Hill 341,28

The German account of Luneville battle corresponds closely to the ith
Armored Division narrative: The 111th Panzer Brigade of the XLVII Panzer
Corps attacked Luneville from the south at 0750 and by afternoon was in the
southern part of the city. According to locals, the German force numbered
40 Panzers and 40 half tracks supported by heavy artillery tire.29 (This
came from the artillery in the northern part). Prior to the arrival of TF
Hunter, General Blaskowitz intervened and ordered Manteuffel to press the
attack and take Luneville. A combined assault by the 111th Panzer Brigade
and 15th Panzer Grenadier Division Detachments forced CCR and the 2d Cavalry
back lnto the northern part of the city. At 1615 hours on the 18th, higher
headquarters was informed that because of the 15th Panzer Division succeas
under Luettwitz, further involvement of the 113th Panzer Brigade located
north of the Vezouse river (east of Luneville) was no longer required. The
113th Panzer Brigade was given the mission to head north and to operate in
the southermn Dieuze aresa. LVIII Panzer Corps assumed that because of no

further reports of enemy action, the Americans had been pushed northwest out
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of Luneville, which was incorrect. The Germans only reported that all U.S.
counterattacks during the day were repulsed. At night, Manteuffel ordered
the 111th Panzer Brigade to disengage and proceed to an assembly area at

Parroy north of the camal, for continuation of the genersl advance.

U.S. reaction to this counterattack was mild. General Eddy received a
report of 12 tanks and two companies of infantry coming from the south
toward Luneville. When General Patton came to the XII Corps Headquarters at
1630 hours, he didn't seem very much concerned about the situation. He was
more concerned with the XII Corps attack against the West Wall than with the
Luneville situation. On 18 September he wrote in his Journal:

We got a message . . . that two aolumns of (German) infantry

and tanks were attacking Luneville . . « I left at once for

Nanoy to see Eddy. He was a little worried, but not badly,

so he is sending a combat commard of the 6th Armored Divi-

sion to stop the counterattack. It is just as well that I

got this unit up last night. The attack by the XII Corps

against the Siegfried Line (West Wall) will go as planned in

the morning, (German) counterattack or not . . ."
Infantry of the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion and tanks of the 35th Tank
Battalion of CCR succeeded by nightfall in driving most of the Germans from
the city. By nightfall dispositions were as follows: the 10th Armored
Infantry Battalion (-) (CCR) held the high ground northeast of Luneville,
the 35th Tank Battalion (-) (CCR), along with service elements was in the
vicinity of the city holding bridges and supporting the infantry company of
the 53d Armor Infantry Battalion (TF Hunter). Company D, 35th Tank Bat-

talion (CCR) was located bdehind Hill 341 with tanks facing south. The
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TOUth Tank Destroyer Battalion (TP Hunter) had elements with the 10th Armored
Infantry Battalion (-) (CCR), with the remainder, (one platoon), in dug in
positions east of Hill 341, and Company A, 37th Tank Battalion (TP Hunter)

in reserve west of Deuxville.3‘

The fighting continued through the night and into the morning 19
September. BEast of Luneville, the 3d Platoon of Company B fought all night
and destroyed three Mark V tanks. CCR remained in position until relieved
by elements of CCA, 6th Armored Division. By 1600 hours on the 19th, after
reoeivipg artillery fire, CCR was relieved from the Lunesville area
approximately 1800 hours and marched north‘with Headquarters, TOUth, at 1930
to an assembly area twelve miles north to the vicinity of Serres. CCR
arrived around 0300 hours on the 20th, and remained there until
30 September.32 During the fighting in Luneville (16-19 September), the
Americans destroyed 13 tanks, 16 large caliber guns, and 232 miscellanecus
vehicles. 1070 Germans were killed or captured. CCR casualties during the
same period were 3 killed, 15 wounded and 4 tanks destroyed.33

Luneville was won largely by teamwork. Early warning and the vigorous
delay by an alert cavalry unit broke the forward momentum of the Germans and
gave the reinforced CCR the opportunity to drive them back. As the emphasis
shifted from Luneville to Chatsau-Salins, Lunaville ceased to be a point of
concentration for the Germans. Once the 6th Armored Division relieved the

CCR and TF Hunter of CCA, the fighting continued at a low level, but the
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emphasis now shifted to Arracourt, as CCA prepared to meet elements of
Fifth Panzer Army. German intentions appeared in an entry on tha log of the
German high ocommand of the German Group G Headquarters, wpioh gave the Fifth

Panzer Army a new mission.

The later attack from Luneville will not be in the
(northerly) diresction of Chateau=Salins, but in a north-

. westerly direction toward Nancy, to link up with the 5534
Division, in order to attack the enemy located to the south
of Chateau-Salins. Whether we first clean up the east bank
of the Moselle betwesn Nanoy and Charmes, or up to
Pt-a-Mousson depends on the enemy situation. The
objective must be to win back the Moselle line. 1ith
Panzer Division will be released from Nineteenth Army
during the night of 18-19 September and will be attached to
the LVIII Panzer Corps...34

The battle focus now shifted to Arracourt, where there would be bitter

fighting for the next two weeks.
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CHAPTER 3

FIRST ARRACOURT TANK BATTLE, 19-22 SEPTEMBER 1944

The first Arracourt battle took place from 19 and 22 September bdetween
Combat Command Alpha (CCA) of the ith Armored Division, Third U.S. Army and
: the 111th and 113th Panzer Brigades of the LVIII Panger Corps, Fifth Panzer

Army.

At 0030 on 18 Saptember General Wood of 4th Armored Division directed

that CCB move to an assembly area near Delme in preparation for the advance
to Saarbruscken, and CCA to move out from the Arracourt area along the cen-

ter road in the XIIl Corps zone and by secondary road on the south flank

towvard Sarreguenmines.

i Ais I i

CCR, when relieved by CCA of the 6th Armored Division, would follow. On
the night of 18 September, the 4th Armored Division was deployed as fol-
lows: CCR having beaten off an attack at Luneville, was relieved by CCA of

ARec L L e B A

the 6th Armored Division.

CCB, having orossed the Rhein-Marne Camal, was ready to continue the

advanoe.‘ CCA, minus Task Foroce Hunter, was assembled about 12 miles

P R N

southeast of Amcourt.a The division artillery CP was on the southern

edge of CCA's almost circular defense as were most of the artillery units.
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The sector assigned to CCA extended 15 kilometers from Chambrey south
towards the Rhein-Marne camal. The protection of the north flank between
Chanbrey and Arracourt was the responsibility of the 534 Armored Infantry
Battalion reinforced with a company of medium tanks (Company B, 37th Tank
Battalion). Another medium tank company, Company C of the 3Tth Tank Bat-
talion, was the combat cutpost at thes orossroad at Lezey, about four or five
miles northeast of Arragourt. CCA headquarters, the attached field
artillery, the division artillery CP, and a platoon of tank destroyers
assembled in and around Arracourt. The attached engineers held the south
flank, while the 25th Cavalry Squadron was sareening to the north and east

of Arracourt.3 (See map 12.)

During the night of 18 September, CCA received the additional mission of
protecting the city of Nancy. Reports from air observers and CCA ground
reconnaissance patrols stated that elements of a German panzer division, the
111th Panzer Brigade, and units of the 15th Panzer Grenadicr Division were
concentrating to the southeast of Arracourt3. XII U.S. Corps thought the
Germans were preparing an attack against the bridgehead at Nanoy; hence, the
additional mission for CCA.

The Germans were to use the 11ith and 113th Panzer Brigades in the first
Arracourt battle. The 111th Panzer Brigade had bsen involved in the attack

in Luneville and was located southeast of Luneville.
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The 113th Panzer Brigade north of the Vezouse River was not required in
the Luneville battle. Thus, the 113th Panzer Brigade was to be sent north

and assembled in the area of Dieuze for a new nisa:lon.”

Later on 18 September, the LVIII Panzer Corps Commander (Krueger) asked
the S3 of the Fifth Panzer Army what mission the Corps was to have when the
113th Panzer Brigade reached Marainviller, 12 kilometers east of Luneville.

Hias message read:

"If there is no answer from Army, Corps will send
113th Panzer Brigade north at 1800 hours, in order to
lead over the bridge Moussey into the area south
Dieuze." (Fifth Panzer Army agreed.)5

The German Attack - 18 September

At 1800 hours on 18 September, LVIII Panzer Corps informed the 111th
Panzer Brigade to move north. At 2015 hours, Manteuffel commanded the
LVIII Panzer Corps commander to move the 111th Brigade over the Vezouze

River bridge by Croismare, and attack to the west,® in order to link up

with the surrounded 553d Jaeger Division at Nancy. Battle group von
Luettwitz,’ on the laft flank, was to attack through St. Nicholas and also
make contaet with the 553d Jaeger Division. Thne 113th Panzer Brigade
assembled in northwest Blamont, and moved in two battle groups toward the
west. The northern battle group linked up with the 15th Panzer Grensdier

Division and the southern group reached Marainviller with only light enemy
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resistance. The 113th Panzer Brigade was to travel by way of Moussey,
assembls in Dieuze, and join the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division, in an
attack to the north. The attack would begin on the 19th at 0800 hours.

Later that night, Fifth Panzer Army gave the 113th Panzer Brigade, a new

objective-=Champenvux--situated to the west .8

U.S. units did not expect the LVIII Panzer Corps' advance. Although 30
German tanks (2d Panzer Battalion of the 111th Panzer Brigade) had attacked

east of Luneville, U.S. reinforcements there seemed to have the battle under

control J

However, i1solated incidents in the Arracourt area gave warning of
increasing German activity. The 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron cap-
tured five prisoners during the night as they recoancitered north and east
of Arracourt. The prisoners told them of German intentions. At 2330 hours
on the 18th, Lieutenant Berard's Company C (37th Tank Battalion) outpost
two kilometers east of Lezey reported a column of tanks moving along the
road west toward Lezey and the outpoat, and finally bivouacking at Ommeray.
Lieutenant Berard reconnoitered with a few men and found tank tracks leading
off the road. At the battalion CP, Captain Crook of the 94th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion, planned tc fire on the Germans. The assault guns were

laid on the crosaroads, ready to fire., Lieutenant Harris, with a section

from the reconnaissance platoon, went out to try to get information on the

Germans and captured four additional Pws.'0
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At 0130 hours on the 19th, the 94th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
fired om the road junction, causing the German units to move from their
bivouac. As the Germmn tank column retreated, the assault gun platoon,
which had regiatered on the road just north of Ley, opened up as it passed

through the road junction. No one made a damage assessment that night.

The morning of 19 September was foggy. The 111th Panzer Brigade, less
one battalion and a battery of assault guns and marched by way of St. Clement
toward a new assembly area north of Parroy, where they were to linkup and

swpport the 113th Panzer Brigade in its drive west.'!

The 113th Panzer Brigade left the Bourdonnay area just after midnight,
had and started toward Champenoux. The 58th Reconnaissance elements of the
LVIII Panzer Corps were out in force, keeping track of U.S. movements. They

reported that Americans occupied Moncourt, Ley, and Lezey."-’

American reconnaissance elements were also active. In the morning,
reports of German activities started to come in early. A German PW
(motorcyclist) reported 21 Panzer tanks travelling from Ley to Lezey.
Although the 25th Reconnaissance Squadron reported this information, it was

impossible to strengthen the eastern defenses. There were no units

available.

The light tank platoon of Staff Sergeant Mallon outposted at Moncourt
made first contact. When five ‘Panzer V tanks appeared Sergsant Mallon began
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Map 13 = LVIII Panzer Corps Attack, 19 September 1944
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a delaying action, falling back across country to Bezange-la-Petite and then
up the road to Lezey and the 37th Battalion cp.13

The 113th Panzer Brigade (with U2 Panzer V tanks of which 37 could
riro)m hindered by heavy fog continued its advance on a broad axis toward
Bezange la Petite and Champenoux. Because of excellent wire comunications,
and despite poor visibility, Lieutenant Smith's C Company outpost near Lezey
was able to provide timely warning to his platoon, so that two German tanks

were knocked out as soon as they came into view. 15

About 0700 hours on 19 September, just south of Lieutenant Smith's out-
post, Captain William A. Dwight, a liaison officer was driving down the road
near Bezange-la-Petite, on a routine liaison run north from Combat Command
Alpha to the 37th Tank Battalion. Before reaching Bezange-la-Petite, he
heard firing at Lieutenant Smith's outpost and called Colonel Abrams on the
radio, informing him they were firing at German tanks. When Colonel Abrams
told him to get oﬁt of there, Dwight returned to CCA where Colonel Clarke
gave him a platoon of four tank deatroyei-s to provide protection for the
combat command from the west. Dwight then led the platoon of tank

destroyers back to the ﬁring.16
An eye witness report describes the action;

About 0730 of the 19th of September Lieutenant Webbd,
the communication officer of CCA, rushed into
Lieutenant Leiper and told him to alert his platoon
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immediately dbut could offer no explanation as to the
reason for the emergency. A short time later,
Captain Dwight, a liaison officer from the 37th Tank
Battalion lurried in and asked if the platoon was
ready. By this time Lisutenmant Leiper was sure some-
thing big was up, and his thoughts were confirmed
with the arrival of Colonel Clark, CCA commander, who
ordered the platoon to follow Captain Dwight to a
certain hill 279 and take up positions there as an
outpost . . .

Lieutenant Leiper and his platoon followed Captain
Dwight on the road to Rechicourt. It is interesting
to note that Lieutenant Leiper, as platoon leader,
did not ride in the tank destroyer, but rode at the
head of his platoon in a jeep. This type of guidance
had been decided upon by the tank destroyer battalion
commarnder in England who had reasoned that it gave
the platoon leader a better chance to direct the
actions of his five tank destroyers; whereas, if he
were squeezed in one of the tank destroyers he would
be more apt to fight the one tank destroyer rather

than the five.17

When Dwight reached Rechicourt, he came under enemy fire. Lieutenant
Leiper thought it was direct fire, but the rain and fog made it impossible
to determine exactly the source. The platoon continued through Rechicourt,
then turned off the main road and started north on a narrow lane for about
1000 yards to the vicinity of Hill 246. There they went cross-country up
toward Hill 279 with woods to their front and right. When they got close to
the hill, Lieutenant Leiper, who was still leading the formation with his

Jjeep, was startled to see the muzzle of a German tank sticking out through

the trees at very close range.

He immediately gave the dispersal signal and the many
months of continuous practice proved its worthiness
as the platoon promptly deployed with perfect accord.
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The lead tank destroyer, commnded by Sergeant
Stacey, had evidently seen the German tank at the
same time as Liesutemant Leiper, and opened fire
immediately. Ita first round scored a direct hit,
exploding the German tank. The flames of the burning
tank revealed others behind it in a V-formation, and
Sergeant Stacey's next round hit the second German
tank but immediately afterwards he had his own tank
destroyer knocked out by fire froa a third German
tank. This enemy Mark IV was taken under fire by the
number two tank destroyer, and was destroyed. The
mansuver and fire of the third tank destroyer got
another German tank as it tried to back out of the
unhealthy situation, and a fifth enemy tank was
destroyed almost immediately thereafter.!

This exchange of fire took just a few minutes, during which time they
destroyed five German tanks while sustaining the loss of one tank deatroyer.
When the shooting had stopped, Lieutenant Leiper ordered the platoon to
sweep the entire area to ensure all enemy tanks were out of action and to be

certain that no more were there.

The platoon then withdrew about 500 yards to a position behind a small
rise. Security sections were posted around the perimeter and the damaged
tank was placed in defilade. The disabled tank was sent back under its own
power so that the injured could get medical care immediately. The assistant

driver had been instantly killed and the others except the gun sergeant had

been wounded by the ricocheting shell,

The tank destroyers were placed in position oriented on the enemy. Fog

and rain made reconnaissance difficult. A participant recorded:.
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Shortly after returning, they returned to the platoon
defense area, Lieutenant Leiper and some of his men | 4
saw a number of tanks moving on the crest of a hill A ,."”
]
i

some 2500 yards awvay in the area between Bessingen
and Rechicourt. They were able to see them because Y ]
the fog was confined to the valleys and low spots. 3
Because it was known that the 1st tank destroyer i
platoon of Company C was in the area, fire was with- .
held initially. However, when the sixth tank was 5
counted it was obvious that they must be German, and
the platoon opsned fire. Either four or five of the b
tanks (they were Mark IVs) were knocked out. At this
time the attached field artillery battalion under .
Lieutenant Colonel Parker opened fire on the tanks ]
who were accompanied by infantry, and the enemy was
L dispersed.

ERWEVLFL SN

More time of tense waiting went by. A liaison plane .
F was seen overhead dodging in and out of the clouds. i
! The plane was that of Major Carpenter, who had 3
figured out a method of attaching bazookas to the |3
wings. They saw him dive behind them into the fog B
and fire his bdazookas.

The flash from the exploding bazooka shells revealed
three German tanks that had obvious circled around 1
the 3d platoon anml were making their way up the back H
of the hill to their positions. N

Lieutenant Leiper pulled a tank destroyer around and I
brought its fire on the tanks destroying two of them
before the third one's fire hit the right sprocket of b
the tank destroyer knocking it out of action.
Lieutenant Leiper signaled for another tank destroyer
to come up with a tow to pull the damaged tank
destroyer back, tut before the plan could be put into
action the second tank destroyer was also hit--this
one through the gun shield. It was reported that
most of the tank destroyers that were destroyed were
knocked out by hits on the gun shield, and it was
thought that this was probably due to the fact that
the gun blast made it a good target point.

Lieutenant Laiper then pulled back his one remaining
tank destroyer."19

Thus, Lieutenant Leiper's platoon was able to destroy nine tanks of the

29 saored for the battalion, but at a loss of three tank destroyers. It
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should be noted that Company C, 3Tth Tank Battalion, was the only wmedium
tank company at the disposition of the battalion commander at this time.
(Company A wvas in Luneville with Task Force Hunter, and Company B was in
Chambrey with the 53d Infantry Division.)20

At midmorning, when the Panzers of the 113th Panzer Brigade turned away
after the abartive attack at Lezey, Captain Lamison led a platoon of four
tanks from C Company and took up a position on a commanding ridge west of
Bezange la Petite, some 3000 yards away. Lamison arrived a few minutes
before the German tanks appeared, and proceeded to knock out four of the
German tanks before they could return fire. Captain Lamison then withdrew
over the crest of the ridge, moved south a short distance, and destroyed the
remaining Panzers, for a total count of eight deatvoyed.21 .With his rove
ing platoon, Captain Lamison, in a series of moves from Ley Moncourt, worked
back and forth where the German tanks appeared, securing the whole southern
and eastern front of the battalion. Until other elements of the battalion

arrived, Company C alone knocked out 12 German un!cs.zz

In the late morning, the 113th Panzer Brigade advanced west between
Lezey and Moncourt toward Rechicourt-la-Petite and attempted to drive around
the town, first to the north and then to the south. American artillery,
tanks and tank destroyers inflicted severe losses on German armor. A
platoon of tank destroyers from the 70A*h Tank Destroyer Battalion netted

eight panzers and swceeded in driving the rest of a German tank company
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back in £11ght.23 Genersl Patton visited the battle area, and was able to

ses the action first hand.zu

Mesnwhile, Task Force Hunter in Luneville heard of the attaok upon the

battalion by way of an intercepted radio message in the S-1 tracked

General Eddy, XII Corps commander, who was present, granted a
An entry from his

vehicle.
request for Hunter's release to return to Arracourt.

diary reads:

"rove into Luneville, saw Reed (commander of CCB,
6th Armored Division) who was effecting the relief of
elements of CCR of the 4th Armor. While I was there,
a major (Hunter) came in and said the south column of
CCA wvas being attacked by tanks and that the request
had come down that the medium tank company in
Luneville be returned as soon as possibla. I talked
with Reed and the commander commanding the forces in
Luneville and we decided this could be effected
immediately. I told the major to take his tanks and
get on up to CCA . . 125

This release from CCR came approximately 1100 hours. Leaving only Bravo

of the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion at Luneville, Hunter hurried back to
arracourt, remembering Colonel Abrams' radiced words: "ust off the sights,
wipe off the shot arnd breeze right tl'u-':».tsh."26

The Germans were having difficulty, however. At 1130, Ceneral Krueger

of the LVIII Panzer Corps noted that the left wing of the attack planned to
oroas the Moyenvic/Arracourt road, but the right wing was being held up at

Lezey due to considerable strengthening of U.S. forces.

-81-

L M85 88 i, e O

i ettt L

e R AR T



Amsrican aggressive action ocontinued. TF Hunter returned to Arracourt
in the early aftsrnoon, pioked up Companies A and B adout 1300 hours
(Company B had just been released from the 53d Infantry at Chasbrey in
repulaing an attack on CCA), dropped off the artillery and linked up with
Captain Dwight at 1800 hours one mile northeast of Rechiocourt. The force
assembled to the soutiwmest of Rechioourt with Company A Jn the left, B on
the righ , then attacked east. Company A hit the Germans head on, opening
fire at 400 yards. Lieutsnant Turner's platoon turued full left, smashed
into the Germans on the flank, opening fire at s range of 250 yards.
Company B on the right came up on the other flank and finished off the rest
of the German unit. Together Companies A and B imooked out eight tanks and
an estimated 100 infantry, with Lisutenant Turner olaiming five tanks for
his own gun. U.S. losses were just three tanks.27

The Germans might have had greater success had the 111th Panzer Brigade
linked up earlier with the 113th Panzer Brigade at Parroy. The 111th Panzer
Brigade had been misoriented by one of the military police route guides who
said the Vezouze River bridge at Croismare had been destroyed, thus delaying
their arrival in Parroy until 1430. As the day ended, the 113th Panzer
Brigade spent the night at Moncourt and the 111th Panzer Brigade at Coin-
court, with LVIII Panzer Corps headquartered at Langenburg.28

Additional U.S. reinforcements were on their way to Arracourt. From a

position one half mile northeast of Deuxville, the 35th Tank Battalion was
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relieved of attachment to CCR at Luneville and sent to jJoin CCA of the
4th Armored Division at Arracourt. The battalion bivouscked in the viecinity
of Arracourt at about 2000 hours, and prepared to move to Sarregueminss at

0800 hours on 20 September to facilitate CCA's drive to the West Wall.2?

About '1900 hours, 30 Shermans of CCA, supported by artillery fire,
attacked and secured German positions at Rechicourt. The defensive line
snded up one kilomater northeast of Ley, northwest of Bezange, and east
Rechiocourt to Bures. Aa of midnight, CCA consisted of: 37th Tank Bet-
talion, 534 Armored Infantry Battalion, the 10th Armor Infantry Battalion,
the 66th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, the 94th Armored Field Artillery
Battalion, the 191st Armored Fileld Artillery Battalion, and the 35th Tank
Battalion.3? As & result of this action, CCA infantry deatroyed one
Panzer V tank in the vicinity of Ley.31

CCA oclaimed destruction of 43 German Panzer V tanks on 19 September,
nine of whioch were knocked out by the tank destroyer battalion, and aix
other German vehicles destroyed.32 (CCA reported their losses as three
tank destroyers and five Sherman M4 tanks.33

During the night of 19/20 September, American artillery hit six more

tanks which burned, and upgraded the (German tank destruction report to 20 by

confirmed actual oount.3"
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German loss reports are sketohy. The LVIII Panzer Corps reported
"Erhebliche Ausfaelle” (considerable losses) in its daily sumary--probably
as much as 50 percent. Five of the 43 damaged Panzer V tanks were returned

to service the following day.35

In the early morning hours of 20 September, General Krueger, Commander
of LYIIT Panzer Corps, reported to Fifth Panzer Army that the attack planned
by 113th Panzer Brigade supported by the 111th was no longer possible, since
the U.S. had strengthened its forces in those areas. Nevertheless, Fifth
Panzer Army ordered the two units to press the attack to relieve the 553rd
Jaeger Division in Nancy even though they were outnumbered 200 to 45 in

tanks .36

The Germans expected a strong counterattack against the 113th Panzer
Brigade from the north and weat. To hinder this attack, they planned their
own attack to the west. The 111th Panzer Brigade was to move at 0700 hours
in the direction of Moyenvic by way of Arracourt. They planned to draw the

Americans into the German line from Buras to Ley then use flak to push them

bacg.37

However, CCA on the following day planned to resume its designated mis-
sion to the northeast. At 0900 hours on the morning of 20 September, the
movement would begin in two columns, with TF Oden on the left and TF Abrams
on the right. TF Abrams planned to move along secondary roads on the south-
east flank to protect TF QOden on the 1ert.38 Although the move was sched-
uled for 0900, the movement order did not come at the designated time. At
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0845 hours, 25th Recon Squadron elements reported 20 enemy tanks in the
vicinity of Bures, although Rechiocourt and Bezange-la-Petite were clear of
enemy. At 0900 hours, the French resistance reported 150 to 180 enemy tanks
massing south of the Rhein-Marme Canal. Abrams worked out a plan whereby
the right flank would be secured against counterattack by one battalion of
infantry from the 35th Infantry Division and two tank destroyer companies
from the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion. After completing his defensive

plans, at 1040 hours he issued orders to begin the advance on Sarreguemines.

TF Abrams started out at 1135, initially encountering only enemy out-
poats at Blanche Eglise, which were easily brushed aside.39 Task Force
Oden moved cut the same time as Task Force Abrams. Over half the elements
mamaged to oross the starting point before the leading elements ran into a

heavy mine field and stiffening German resistance in the vicinity of Hampont.

At 1225, even before all elements of the two task forces were on the
road, 16 German tanks wers reported south of Arracourt, in the rear of ith
Armored Division units.40 Eight tanks of the German 111th Panzer Brigade
enroute to Moyenvic to relieve the 113th Panzer Brigade bumped into the rear
of CCA just as the SP howitzers of the 191st Armored Field Artillery Bat-
talion were already Joining Task Force Abrams' march column. The 191st
fired high explosives at 1000 yards and none of the eight German tanks

escaped. A jovrnal entry in the Division after action report describes the

action:
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"While most of CCA's armor was engaged on the eastern
flank, a force of 20 to 25 German tanks approached
from the southeast., Only a thin soreen of tanks and
tank destroyers located along a ridge several hundred
yards from the C.P., constituted the defenses in this
area. Two Division Artillery concentrations were
called for. The outer fringes of concentration
landed almost in the C.P. area. They were successful
in disruypting the formation of the enemy armor, after
which they were an easy prey to our tank destroyer

guns i1

The 53d Armored Infantry Battalion, about to follow the Task Force Oden

march column, relates this story:

"The battalion was given the mission of rear guard
for Task Force Oden, and left the bivouac area one
mile north of Arracourt at 1200 hours. At 1300 hours
the enemy moved tank and infantry up, just south of
Arracourt, and opened fire. We went back into
dispersed positions and prepared to meet the attack.
Air support was requested and received at 1500,
repulsing the attack. We then received orders from
CCA that the entire combat command would remain in
this area « . "

Informed of this attack, General Wood ordered the CCA commander to
return the task force to Arracourt at once. Colonel Clarke then directed
his entire combat command to return to Arracourt to clear the area once and
for all.'3 At 1240, Colonel Abrams ordered his task force back to the
original assembly area to assume original positions. The 25th Cavalry Recon

Squadron, screening east and southeast from the vicinity of Blanche Eglise,

returned to the vicinity of Juvelize.

By midafternoon, the clearing operation was underway. Colonel Abrams

assembled a force consisting of three medium tank companies of the 3Tth Tank
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Battalion and two companies of the 10th Armored Infantry Battzlion near
Lezey. While the artillery adjusted its supporting fires, Abrama' force
advanced to Ley. At 1325, a 113th Panzer Brigade outpost observed a column
of 12 vehicles with trailers, and six tanks, moving from Moyenvic to Lezey.

This confirmation was passed to LVIII Panzer Corps. Thus, Abrams' advance

was detected .m‘

Captain Junghannis and a group of Mark IV tanks and 88mm guns from
Panzer Abteilung (a company sized unit) 2111 of the 11th Panzer Brigade
Reserve moved into position on Hill 260 and Hill 2U41 wast of Ommeray to
intercept the Americans. Company C, 37th Tank Battalion, covering Colonel
Abrams' flank east of Ley, after crossing the crest of Mannecourt Ridge, ran
head on into the German fire. Company C lost five to six tanks with
relatively few losses in personnel. The Germans lost about the same. When
Abrams reinforced with Company B, the two companies maneuvered into new
positions, which brought the losses for both sides to 11 or 12 tanks

each. 45

When all elements of Task Force Abrams were reassembled and the
artillery fires adjusted, they launched a counterattack. Companies A, B,
and C, and two companies of the 10th Infantry Battalion assembled north and
east of Lezey before the attack under heavy German artillery fire. The plan
was to stay in defilade until the entire force reached a point north of

Ley. The Task Force would then wheal and strike south to Ley. Companias A
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and B were to attack Ley head on, one company on either side of the road
into town. Company C wvas to hold the high ground to the east of Ley and
protect the left flank., When Companies A and B attacked at 1700 houra
supported by infantry, they knocked out several German tanks., Company A
advanced through Ley. Meanwhile, Company C was heavily engaged with German
tanks and antitank guns. Company B moved to assist Company C. Ley was
taken by 1800 hours.'S This bitter fight ended with the destruction of

aix German tanks and 3 antitank guns, while the 37th lost six tanks.*7?

While Task Force Abrams engaged the 113th Brigade on CCA's south flank,
Major Kimsey and a small force had been sent during the afternoon to clear
the oanal area.'8 They destroyed five Panzers on patrol near Bures. When
Kimsey tried to press his advantage, he was outranged by German tanks fighte-

ing from oover ard had to give up the attack.

Although it was now getting dark, Colonel Abrams pressed the attack
toward Moncourt. This was unusual since tank doctrine generally did not
allow for tank employment in the dark. Prior to the attack, the artillery
laid down a preparatory fire on Moncourt. TF Abrams attacked at about 1800
from west of the Ley/Moncourt road. Three tank companies and two infantry
companies, in a tight and intermingled formation, attacked oross-country
setting Moncourt on fire as the force moved in. Lieutenant Donnelly's
platoon of Company A, 37th Tank Battalion went into town supported by
Company A of the 10th Infantry, using bayonets, grenades, submachineguns,

and rifles to eliminate enemy resistance.’d
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At 2130, Abrams left A/3Tth and A/10th soure the town, and the rest

of the force returnad to Lezey and the battalion assembly area. That night
action was characterized by destructive artillery fire--not all of it

snemy. While bivouacked 1.5 miles north of Lezey, the 25th Cavalry Squadron
received heavy artillery fire from 0030 to 0330 hours. Lieutsnant Rolvaag
and thres men were injured, The artillery fire was determined to have heen

friendly artillery.30

German tank losses of 19 and 20 September seriously depleted their armor
capability. A spot report at 1600 hours fron the 111th Panzer Brigade to
the LVIII Panzer Corps indicated they lost five Panzer tanks. However,
these losses only applied to those sustained againat Major Kimsey's task
force, The Germans actually lost 18 tanks, as well as 15 PWs, 250 killed
and four other vehicles destroyed. Three large caliber weapons were
destroyed or captured. U.S. losses were 12 killed, 39 wounded, seven
Sherman tanks and two miscellanecus vehicles destroyed.51 Total German

tank losses were not reported.

The commander of Fifth Panzer Army, Gensral von Manteuffel, was very
discouraged with the results of the day's action. Only by successful com=
mitment of the 111th Panzer Brigade was it possible to prevent a clear cut
American victory. His tank situation was desperate. At midnight, LVIII
Panzer Corps reported 11 of their tanks had been destroyed, with just 13

combat reacy tanks remaining, seven in the 113th and six in the 111th Panzer
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Brigade. Only U5 additicnal tanks had been built and could be brought in by

train as reinforcements.”?

The Germans also experienced confusion in setting up positions for the
night. Although Abrams had gons as far east as Moncourt, Manteuffsl
reported that the Americans had oome up to the western approaches to
Oumeray, some three kilometers east of Abrams' actual position. He
requested defense lines be shortened to run through Gelucourt and Lagards,
accompanied by a general withdrawal in the XLVII Panzer Corps' sector to a
position east of the Foret de Parroy and Foret de Mondon. This would place
his front lines on more defensible tormin.53 Blaskowitz, however,
disapproved the request and told Manteuffel to prepare to counterattack the
following day. Thus, the 113th Panzer Brigade spent the night south of
Moncourt, the 111th in Parroy and the LVIII Corps headquarters near

Langenbach, preparing for the next day's action.

The 21st of September was a relatively quiet day with no major German
attacks. Commencing at 1015, CCA made additional sweeps to wipe out enemy
pockets of resistance. The 25th Cavalry screened east and south from
Blanche Eglise through Donnnley and Ley to Moncourt, maintaining contact
with the U2d Cavalry south of the canal. Company B, 37th Tank Battalion had
the mission of securing the trail from Lezey to Moncourt over which supplies
were to be taken to Company A and the infantry at Moncourt, and of soreening
the left flank (see map 15).
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At 1200 hours the 37th began a miaep around the west side of Bezange la
Petite. Company C, 10th Armored Infuntry, left in Moncourt, attacked the

woods after a heavy artillery concentration, but found little opposition.

; Bezange-la-Petite and Coincourt were also taken.>"

On orders of CCA, Company B of the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion, and
one ssction of the reconnaissance platoon were sent ocut as part of a task
force under Major Kimsey at 1120, with a mission to clear the enemy from
Bathelemont sast to Parroy and to destroy the bridge aoross the Rhine-Marne
Canal in the vicinity of Parroy. They reported three German tanks and an
unknown number of German soldiers in this area. Both forces then awung
south and west as far as the canmal, and blew up the bridge crossaing. While

the attack was progressing, C Company 35th Tank Battalion with some tank

destroyers came in to Parroy from the west and completed the

encirclement 99

These small probes tested General Patton's patience. He wanted to
resume the advance to the West Wall as soon as possible, and pressed General
Eddy to do so. General Eddy received reports from General Wood that Wood's
pilot, Major Carpenter, had flown at trestop level over the area and had
drawvn no fire nor could he sse any evidence of German tanks. Thus, Eddy

told Wood to push east as soon as posaible.56

U.S. tank losses on the 21st resulted only indirectly from tank fire.

Around 2000 hours Kimsey's force returned from the day's operation less one
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platoon. The platoon had gotten bogged down and could not move. During the
night, the Gernans shelled the area ocacupied by the one platoon and one tank
was lost.>! Becauss of minimal contact, Uth Armored Division declared the

next day a rest and maintemance day bafore the concentrated effort to olear

out Chateau-Salins, still held by the Germans .58

On the German side, commanders took stoock of their situation and
regrouped, Colonel Heinrich Bronsart von Schellendorf, commander of the
111th Panzer Brigads, had all nonoritical vehicles brought to the south of
the canal, then destroyed the bridge at Parroy.59 German lossss in the
withdrawal were ons tank, one SP gun and one 88mm gun. The 113th Panzer
Brigade spent the night at Xures, the 111th Panzer Brigade at Bourdonnay.

At the high command level the Germans were again shaken up by major

personnel changes., On 21 Septemder, Hitler replaced Blaskowitz as CG of

Army Group G with General der Panzertruppen Hermmnn Balak. Colonel
Friedrich von Mellenthin replaced Generalleutnant Heinz von Gyldenfeldt as

Chief of Staff, with an effective date of the 2uth,60

Balck had a reputation for success in the most trying of circumstances.
He came from an old military family; his father had written a well-known
textbook on tactics which had been translated and was used for instruction

in the United States, As a young officer, Balck sarved in World War I and

assisted in the early mechanization of the Reichswehr. Prior to his arrival
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at Army Group G, Ealak served with distinction in the Scmme oampaign of 1940
and in the Russian campaigns, he commanded the famous 11th Panzer Division,
led the XLVIII Panszer Corps at Lemburg, and briefly commanded the Fourth

Panser Army. Although both Balok and von Mellenthin had no experience in

the West, ' ok was a trusted Nazi party member and his persocnal travery

+ ‘-‘ -
well known.0! 3

When Balck took over his new command on 21 September, he immediately
ordered a two-pronged attack. First Army was to start its drive with
559 Volksgrenadier Division past Chateau-Salins (still in German hands),
southwest toward Moyenvio, while the right wing of Fifth Panzer Army
(LVIII Panzer Corps) was to seize the high grounds southeust of Juvelize amd
prepare to advance on Moyenvic when the 11th Panzer Division reinforced D3

62 !
Fifth Panzer Army. |

At 1000 hours on the 21st the Fifth Panzer Army received a new mission-- |

L_ to attack with 11th Panzer Division to secure Moyenvic and link up with l

kot b il

1st German Army. The Americans were to be hit in small fiank attacks to

keep them off balance, and if possible, destroy them. The commander of the

LVIII Panzer Corps, however, saw no possibility for renewing the attack.

ot s AT S, K i

Around midday the Fifth Panzer Army told Army Group G that they would hold
the line. After the lead reinforced Panzer Grenadier regiment of the 11th !

Panzer Division arrived, they and the 111th Panzer Brigade wers to attack ﬁ

the Americans southwest of Dieuze (in the Moyenvio-Arracourt area). Once

the entire Panzer Division arrived, the attack would bes expanded in scope.
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Later, the Fifth Panzer Army plan of attack was sent to Army Group G

"By holding the lins from the south part of Lindresee
(two kilometers aoutheast of Dieuze)--Gelacourt-«
Omeray--Mouaoourt, gattering of the XLVII Panzer

links the 11th Pangzer Division in Saarburg. After
arrival of a reinforced Panzer Grenadier regiment
with this one and 111th Panser Brigade attack againat
weny southwest Dieuze (approximately 22 September
PM, After arrival of entire Panger Diviasion (except
for elemets resaining by Nineteenth Army) attack of
the division with 111th Panser Brigade depending on
the situation out of the area south or northeast
Disuze toward Mgghnnge--cmtuu-s;um (approxizmately
25 September)."

At 1500 hours, General Balck and his ghief of staff, Colonel von.
Mellenthin, came to Fifth Panzer Army Headquarters for a briefing. The
LVIII Panzer Corps had the mission to take the high ground west of Juvellze
and thus facilitate the recapturs of Moyenvic. The offensive would kick off
at 0700 hours from Gueblange. During this meeting, General Balck made it
very cleat that those who took their vehicles to the rear without compelling
reasons would be brought to trial and sentenced to death for cowardice.

This order greatly reduced the movement of vehicles to Gemany.su

At midnight on 21 September, the LVIII Panzer Corps had tha following
tanks available: The 111th Panzer Brigade had ten Panzer V (2 conditional)
and eleven Panzer IV tanks for a total of twenty-one. The 113th Panzer
Brigade had six Panzer V and thirteen Panzer IV tanks (one conditional) for

a total of nineteen. The combined total was forty tanks .65
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The 11th Panzer Division tank status was unknown.

22 September

The day of "rest and maintenance® opened up very foggy with very little
visibility, and most of the morning operations took place under these con-

ditions. At 0420, Fifth Panzer Army gave the order for the attack on

Juvelize. The 111th Panzer Brigade in Gueblange prepared for a 0700 attack,
which was delayed two and a half hours because of the delayed linkup of a

Panzer Grenadier Battalion from 11 Panzer Division and complete exhaustion

[
b
,
i
.
)
N
4
(.<3
-

: of troops (sae map 16) .66

At 0945, the battle group moved out of the area around Blanche Eglise

E, with the subordinate battalion of the 11th Panzer Division for the attack on

Juvelize and the high areas northwest of that town.57 Minimal U.S.
resistance enabled them to make good progress. The first phase of the !
assault was against the 25th Cavalry Squadron, which was screening CCA's
left flank and observing the roads between Dieuze and Moyenvic. Although
the German patrols had laid white marking tape up to the Cavalry lines, this

went unobserved by the Cavalry outposts because of the rog.63
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At 0915, dismounted infantry attacked Troop D, 25th Covalry Recon

Squadron forcing them to withdraw just east of Juvelize. Company F sent out

one platoon of tanks to repel the German infantry. Just northwest of

Juvelize, twelve Panzer tanks fired on Company F tanks, which were support-

ing the infantry attack. (There were no journal entries to indicate any

German activity in the Juvelize area.) The Germans continued to advance as
the U.S. light tanks were unable to atop the heavier armored vehicles,
though the men of the tank platoon under command of Captain Murray W. Farmer
fired and fought them until seven of their own light tanks were knocked out
by the heavier guns. The attack of the infantry with the Panzer tanks
supperting it dréve to within 200 yards of the Squadron Command Post,
forcing the CP, service company, Troop E and the remainder of Company F to
withdraw to a new position one mile to the squthwest. Major Edward Bautz
placed one platoon of tank destroyers from Company C (attached to the
squadron at that time), in hull defilade behind the center of the cavalry
lines, took up a flank position and destroyed two Panzer V tanks.eg The
withdrawal of the light tanks and squadron led the Germans into a position
where the tank destroyers destroyed three additional Panzer tanks.70

At 1040 hours on 22 September the 111th Panzer Brigade came from the

_northeast and reached the high ground west of Juvelize after marching

through the forest north of the village. The subordinate Fanzer Grenadier

Battalion attacked via Donneley. The weather improved, which brought out

the dreaded P-UT fighter planes, but thay wers able to takes Juvelize and the
The

high ground to the northwesat by 1230, with the loss of just ten tanks.
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right flank of the 113th Panzer Brigade meanwhile reached the road crossing

northwest of Ley.71

At 1100 hours, Colonel Abrams led the 37th Tank Battalion, supported by
the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion and artillery arrived to halt the German
advance., Using acourate, well observed fire, they picked off the Panzer V

tanks as they advanced. They drove off the supporting German infantry into

Marsal where the air support bombed and strafed thea, causing many

castnlt.ies.72

As Company A, 37th Tank Battalion moved out, Company C, on the left

flank, moved out farther to protect Company A's left flank. Company B, 3Tth

Tank Battalion with Company A, 10th Infantry then attacked Juvelize itself,

vhich was strongly occupied by enemy infantry and some tanks, cleaned it out

and went on to the high ground to the south of town. Company C eircled to

the northwest of Juvelize and seized Les Trois Croix, where they were able

to see German tanks coming in from Bois du Sorbier.73

The 111th Panzer Brigade reported having taken Juvellize and destroyed
American tanks, but in the afternoon, their reports reflected the Americans

having taken Juvelize and the heights. U.S. action was sumned up in a spot

report from the Fifth Panzer Army to Army Group G:

"Enemy counterattack from northeast captured Juvelize and the high
ground to the east. Forest scuth of Blanche Eglise held by the enemy.

Ninety enemy tanks recognized."T
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Losses of Panzer and Panzer Grenadiers were reported as "high".

As a result of combat action, Colonel Heinrich Bronsart von Schellendorf,
commander of the 11ith Panzer Brigade, was mortally wounded. P-47 fighter
aircraft with the assistance of armored field artillery, routed and

destroyed the remaining attackers as they fled to the northeast.75

Manteuffel urgently needed reinforcements, and only a few tanks were
available from the 113th Panzer Brigade east of Lezey, which were being used
to hold the Moyenvic/Bourdonnay road. His desperation can be sensed in his

report to higher headquarters:

"Enemy of 1555: at 1555, the LVIII Panzer Corps
reparted that the Americans attacked along the
Moyenvic/Bourdonnay road with tanks and strongest
close air support, and had reached the road crossing
north of Ley. In the western part of Ley the enemy
has already entered. In order to counter this
attack, a Panzer group of Panzer Brigade 113th will
be utilized. The pressing need of our own aireraft,
which has need to free up our surrounded troops,
which have suffered under the strongesst enemy attack,
canno% fly, since the airports still lie under heavy
fog."

At 2130, the 111th Panzer Brigade had ten Panzer V's and four Panzer
IV's ready for action or double the number of tanks presently teing employed
along the new security line. Thus, they were 30 disorganized, they really
didn't know exactly what they had. As a result of action on 22 September,
Uth Armored Division repoarted 94 prisoners captured, 311 Germans killed,

seventeen tanks and other vehicles destroyed. U.S. losses were seven light
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tanks, one medium tank, one half-track, and one one-quarter truck. Seven

were killed in action including Captain Farmer, and 13 seriously wounded.

In their summary for 22 September howsver, the Germans reported ten

Sherman tanks destroyed by the 111th Panzer Brigade.!!

Losses for the day dealt a devastating blow to the Germans. A scheduled P

continuation of the attack by the 111th Panzer Grenadier regiment, marching

up from the 11th Panzer Division, was called off as useless, as shown in ;3

S P g

this LVIII Panzer Corps report of 1930 hours:

"At 1640, according to a report by the chief of staff
of LVIII Panzer Corps, the Americans succeeded in
bringing the attack of the 111th Panzer Brigade push
toward Juvelize and captured the town as well as the \
heights southeast from it. Our own units fled under
constant enemy air attack back to Blanche Eglise.
Under these ¢circumstances, LVIII Corps considers a
continuation of the attack fruitless, even if one of
the Panzer Grenadier gegiments of 1ith Panzer Divi- ,
sion is brought in."7 :

el 2 e AL e il e

-

Because the 111th Panzer Brigade commander was mortally wounded, and the
|

brigade almost completely destroyed, the LVIII Corps requested under these

circumstances to call off a further attack for the 23rd. The Fifth Panzer

e Al 3l T ol il e, Masiemt ], sl Hale 2l e

Army commander was of the same mind when he updated Army Group G by radio

later that day.

ot aenb n

The Fifth Panzer Army did lcse two Panzer Brigades aa fighting unita,
and failed to move any closer toward the Moselle to reach the 553d Volks-

{

|

grenadier Division (see map 17). "
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In sumary, the tank battles from 19 to 23 September had cost CCA
fourteen medium tanks, seven light tanks totally destroyed, and a casualty
1ist of 25 killed and 88 wounded. German losses were much heavier with 500
killed, 1200 wounded, 63 tanks lost.’9 Couplete German loss figures are
not available, but it is interesting to note that Fifth Panzer Army claimed

over 50 U.S, Sherman Tanks destroyed for this same period.30

In spite of the heavy German losses and the desires of General Manteurfel
ard his cummanders to stop the attack, higher headquarters did not agree.
Berlin directed Manteuffel to reorganize and launch anew an attack to link
up with the 553d Volksgrenadier Division at Nanoy. Thus the stage was set

for the launching of a second series of Arracourt tank battles.
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CHAPTER X
The Battle Continues
24-29 September

The second phase of the Arracourt tank battles took place from 2U to 29
Saptember 1944, After the first series of battles at Arracourt, the combat
value of the Panzer Brigades was questionable. In spite of the exemplary
conduct of brigade commarnders and individual troops they were powerless
against an enemy well supported by air force and artillery. The brigades
could not operate independently and could not be resupplied with troops and
equipment. Thus, the 111th Panzer Brigade was incorporated into the 1ith
Panzer Division, the 112th Panzer Brigade into the 21st Panzer Division, and
the 113th Panzer Brigade into the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division, resulting
in a slight increase in persomnel and equipment of those larger units.
Numbers of oadre and special vehicles had to bde allocated to the Zone of the
interior and a large proportion of the remaining personnel had to be assigned

to the Ersatzheer (replacement Army) due to old age and poor fitness.'

On both 23 and 24 September, P-#T fighter aircraft were able to do some
bombing before sundown, and German anticraft activity increased daily, which

formed a horseshoe around the Arracourt salient to the east, south and north.

CCA maintained its positions in and around Arracourt, and the 25th Cavalry
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Squadron maintained the enemy under constant observation. There was little
contact with the Germans during the day, although German patrol aativity was
accompanied by some artillery fire. Four German tanks and German infantry
forced the 25th Cav cutpost at Moncourt to withdraw. On the 23rd, the
Americans attacked and took Ommeray and Xures following an intensive
artillery preparation, but were later pushed back. During this period
Colonel von Seckendorff, 113th Panzer Brigade commander, was killed by an
air attaok.?

On the 2lith, CCA observed more German tanks north and east of Arrscourt.
the Germans were digging in from Moncourt to Coincourt and their artillery
sporadically fired on U.S. units. The Germans reported tanks moving in the
Coincourt area. Other warmnings of the impending attack came from various
sources. At 2145 on 24 September, a French civilian reported a German divi-
sion advance from Morhange and Dieuze with a mission to attack CCA. A ocap-
tured SS soldier stated a division would attack along a line west of
Chateau-Salins to Delme toward Nanoy.3 Ons of the wehicle buildup areas
for the 11th Panzer Division was Disuze, hit by tac air on the evening of
24 September with unconfirmed damage results. Corps radioc intercepted
reports of Germans sending aggressor parties south down the valley from
Chateau=-Salins. These reports were sent to the Division G2 and passed on to

Genersl Wood.

On 25 September, General Wood reorganized the combat commands of
Uth Armored Division:®
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CCA-~35th Tank Battalion

53d Armor Infantry Battalion
166th Engineers
Troop A, 25th Cav Recon Squadron, Mech
Headquarters Battery, Artillery Command
66th Armor FA Battalion ;
94th FA Battalion ;
Battery B, 489th AAA (AW) Battalion 5
Company A, 46th Mediocal Battalion, Armor '
Company A, 126th Ordnance Maintsnance Battalion !
191st Armored FA Battalion |
TO04th Tank Destroyer Battal .
Company, 602d Tank Destroyer Battalion (attached)

Llari
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CCB, 8th Tank Battalion |

10th Armored Infantry Battalion !
51st Armored Infantry Battalion

2lith Armored Enginesr Battalion, plus the 995th Bridge Company
25th Cavalry Recon Squadron minus Troop A

691st Tank Destroyer Battalion (attached) |
22d Armor Field Artillery Battalion .
253d Field Artillery (Supporting) |
177th Field Artillery Group |
Battery A, 489th AAA (AW) Battalion

Battery C, 46th Medical Battalion, Armor
Company B, 126th Ordnance Maintenanse Battalion
179th FA (Supporting)

CCR P
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37th Tank Battalion

489th AAA (AW) Battalion, (=) P

696th Armor FA Battalion (Supporting) b

Meanwhile, German attack plans were being readied. The Fifth Panzer A

Army now planned to link up with the First German Army. To do this, they .
planned to attack at 0700 hours on 25 September in the direction of Moyenvic
with the LVIII Panzer Corps on the right flank in order to take back the
high ground south and southeast of Moyenvic on a line Moyenvio/Bures. The

11th Panzer Division, minus an antitank battery; the 111th Panzer Brigade, i
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minus one battalion and assault guns; and the 113th Fanzer Brigsde, minus

one Panzer Company were avallable for the attack.

Detaila of the plan were confirmed and sent to Army Group G, who then

gave more details on the attack. German attacking foroes counted 54

tanks 05

The morning of 25 September, Army Group G Commander Balsk gave the

following order:

"Fifth Panzer Army attack group leads the attack with
the 11th Panzer Division, 111th and 113th Panzer
Brigade, using all available tanks with the left
flank at the Rhine-Marne Canal--Nancy. First
objective: Bszangs la Grande Army 26 kilometers
east-northeast of Nancy--Bauzemont. Concentrate
right. Army command one closes on the left flank
with an attack group (including two regiments of the
559th Infantry Division) and Panzer Brigade 106th,
first objective: sector both sides of

Moncel sur Seille. Main concentration on the left.6

The 11th Panzer Division planned to open the attack at 0700 on the
25th of September. A ateady downpour continued all day as the result of a
oold front moving in from the North Sea, bringing with it low ceilings, poor
visibility, and intermittent rain. Weather conditions wers so poor, air-
craft ocould not fly the entire day. Because of the continuing rain, tanks
and artillery were slow moving into position, resulting in an atiack delay
until 0900, Meanwhile, German reconnaissance determined that Marsal was

weakly held and that Moyenvio was slear of enemy.
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The German attack did not go nnnoé:\.ood long, however. By 0930, elements
of Troop A, 25th Cavalry reported sesing German infuntry moving south in the

vicinity of Marsal.

In spite of the resistance of small American tank/infantry teams, the
Germans, assisted by a smokescreen, ware abls to reach the line Marsal-
Hills 1 kilometer northeasat of Juvelize, up to Hill 257 to the southeast of
Juvelize, western Ley and the high ground south of Ley. CCA quickly
reorganized itself in the face of the developing attack. The Cavalry
reported 200 to 300 infantrymen advancing on Juvelize from the north, and
then withdrew through the 37th Battalion lines.” The 35th Tank Battalion
meanwhile moved to the ground northeast of Rechicourt to further strengthen
the defenss. Company B, 35th Tank Battalion, returned to the battalion from
patrolling at 1000. At 1300 the company was alerted to protect the movement
of the CP and Head- quarters Company back to the area formerly occupied by
tha battalion north- east ol Arracourt. Coampany A was employed on the road
east of the battalion CP, Company D to the south, and Company B placed on
the road west of the CP, while Company C deployed south and west of the

cp.B

Meanwhile, an advance umit of the 11th Panzer Division pushed on toward
Moyenvic whare they were halted by Company C of the 53d Armored Infantry
Battalion. Other slements of the 11th Panzer Division occupied
Vic-sur-Seille, and finally linked up with elements of the 559th
Volksgrenadier Division of the First German Army. In a briefing at 0950 on

~109-

- EEEE :
T SN

" ﬂiut:ﬁ.‘fm AR, s ik 20,

o bt o R s

M B o et it g

[

Gl e g M e

S



tastran SAms s i
; at
A
!

4

[LCT 1L VY

N\

7
g-‘ .

L
v
&

Y

| AL

%m w

~—

Map 18 - LVIII Punzer Corps Attack, 25 September 1944
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the 25th, the Army Group G commander was astonished at the success of LVIII
Panzer Corps. He had expected them to advance much more slowly. Thus, at
1010 General Balcok extended the objective to the line Moncel/Bezange

la Grande/Bathelemont/Henamenil, and sought to employ all the availadle Army
combat power in a concerted attack. The attack was to.',,be‘ éarried out in a

spirited enthusiastic manner.d

To assist the main thrust of LVIII Panzer Corps, Fifth Panzer Army Chief
of Staff von Kahlden ordered the commander of XLVII Panzer Corps to sscure
the Army left flank to the southwest, to preveat an American attack from
Blsu'ont on the LVIII Panzer Corps. The XLVII Panzer Corps was given the
mission to take the area northeast of Bathelemont under fire with all avail-
able artillery. To strengthen the right flank of the Army, the antiaircraft
units of the 1ith Panzer Division (still under the XLVII Panzer Corps) were
brought forward to Maizieres to provide additional fire suppc=t in LVIII
Panzer Corps zone. Thus, the German attack involved coordinated action of
the LVIIT Panzer Corps attacking to the east-northeast via Moyenvic, and

XLVII Panzer Corps attacking to the northeast vis Arracourt.

CCA was beginning to feel the pressure of the attack. At 1220, Colonel
Abrams reported to CCA: "™y position 1s being attacked by an unknown number
of infantry and flve tanks; will keep you informed."'® Company A, 37th
Tank Battalion was given the mission of meeting the eneuy threat and

attacked north against heavy enemy resistance. Enemy infantry kept up the
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pressure on Companies B and C. The tank destroyers west of Ley withdrew due
to that pressure. Company C, 5Tth Infantry successfully repulsed a counter-

attack 1.5 miles northwest of Juvrecourt. The 37th Tank Battalion now had

B T e e s

no flank protection, as other CCA units were involved in mopping up opera-

tions. Only e bridge (leading into Lezey) ocould serve as an exit.

o i,

Besides coming under increasingly heavy artillery fire, the battalion area

vas coming under the direct fire of tanks.

By 1530, while the spearhead of the German LVIII Panzer Corps attack was

2 in the Viec-sur-Seille area, other corps units reached the high ground

-sa wiT

1 kilometer north of Juvelize, Hill 260 (1.2 kilometers southeast of

1 Juveiize). the area around Lezey and the high ground north of Moncourt (as

indicated by the arrows on map 18). CCA responded by strengthening its

2200 s e a6 ksl Rgigtelads it o) s e s

defense, especlally on the high ground north and southeast of Juvelize as

well as near Lezey and Moncourt, and prepared for a counterattack with tank

i e e

suppart from Juvelize against Hill 260.

In light of the increasing resistance to the advance of ths 11th Panzer

Division (LVIIL Panzer Corps) on the right flank of the Army, Colonel g
von Kahlden gave the commander of the XLVII Panzer Corps the mission to

prepare for an attack on 26 September in the area of Parroy and Coincourt, |

PES TEEIEE SN N

to divert Amesrican pressure on the LVIII Panzer Corps. Meanwhile, CCA,

fame e 2L,

4th Armored Division, was having difficulty maintaining a defense in depth

in the Arracourt salient. Under pressure, CCA decided to withdraw to the
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high ground to the west and establish a more secure and shorter line. The
withdrawel was planned for 1900, while artillery fire was laid on all known
or suspected enemy locations and ground unit feints diverted German atten-
tion. Diversionary attacks to cover CCA withdrawal began at 1900 toward the
north and east. Company B and C feints permitted the infantry to disengage
and retire., Before 1900, Company A moved south to outpost the Lezey-Bezange
road, and Company D uovgd west of Lezey to prevent the Germans from breaking

in from that direction. The 10th Infantry took positions to the east of

Rechicourt along the Rechicourt-Bezange road.

German LVIII Panzer Corps noted these attacks. At 1855, Colonel Dingler,
Chief of Staff of the LVIII Panzer Corps, was informed that CCA attacked
with 40 tanks from Bezange-la-Petite to Lezey and were met with 17 German

tanks from the Moyenvic and Marsal area. He further stated:

It appears that the enemy is preparing for a larger
attack against the front of the XLVII Panzer Corps,
which has not yet begun, due to bad weather, which
has been around for days."!

At 2215, the commander of the LVIII Panzer Corps reported that the
Americans counterattacked with 80 tanks, and successfully retook Coincourt
and Hill 257. After those German defeats, Colonel Dingler felt a larger
attack on the morning of the 26th in this area had little chance for
success, and requested that the main German attack for the 26th of September
be shifted to the south, since the Americans had recognized the Schwerpunkt
in the north and greatly strengthened their defenses against 11:.12 At

2230, General Balck approved the request.
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For the 26th, Balck ordered the LVIII Panzer Corps to continue the
attack commencing at 0900 by massing all available power on the Corps' left
flank., To cover the shift of the German main attack, a secondary attack
weculd occur on the right flank of the Corps. To support the planned attack,
Balok directed the XLVII Panzer Corps to retain the high ground southweat of

Bures and use artillery fire on the area of Rechicourt and Bures.

The Americans realized the attack was not over. General Wood directed
that CCB move down from Chateau-Salins to assist CCA in the Arracourt area.
Elements of the 320th Infantry Regiment of the 35th Infantry Division
occupied the former CCB's sector west of Chateau-Salins. CCB's combat units
began their move south at 2100, and completed it under adverse weather and

road conditions under the cover of chu'knesa.13

CCB had also experienced considerable combat since crossing the Moselle
at Vaucouleurs on 11 September. After bivouacking in Courbesseaux, they
prepared for a coordinated movement east, and moved to Chateau-Salins area.
At 0545 on 24 September, the XIII SS Corps attacked CCB in strength, sup-
ported by heavy artillery and approximately 30 tanks. That evening the 13th
SS Corps reported that Chateau-Salins and Monville were in their hands.

Only a coordinated air attack kept CCB from suffering excessive casualties.
As it turned out, the Germans were routed, leaving elever wrecked tanks and
an estimated 300 dead. CCB sustained 120 soldier casualties. 't

-1l

Pt s el R o (A

bt e ant

(RS T Y

e




Casualties in the Arracourt area for 25 September wers reported as
follows: The 25th Cavalry destroyed two German Mark IV tanks and inflicted
an estimated 40 German casualties. The 37th Tank Battalion counted six

German tanks and 20 vehiclea destroyed and 100 personnel killed. U.S.

casumlties were 16 KIA, U7 wounded, and 29 exhaustion cases.'®

"The XIX Tac on armed Recos-Luneville~Saarburg srea,
destroyed railroad tracks, sverpasses anl rolling
stook, motor transport and a gasoline dump. Their
fighter planes, operating at a low level, enccountered
intense ground fire, and three were missing, two
definitely to flak."16

The evening repart of the LVIII Panzer Corps sonfirmsd one P-UT fighter

plane shot down. This entry further demonstrated the increase in anti-
airoraft capability the Germans were bringing to bear against CCA at this

time.
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Map 19 - Movement of CCB to Arracourt,
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Activity in the Arracourt salient during 26 September was limited to an
exchange of artillery fire and smll operations, accompanied by considerable
shuffling of units and boundaries, CCB, having arrived the night of the
25th, relieved CCA of the responsibility of the front south of the line
Lezey-Arracourt. The 10th Infantry and the 25th Cavalry reverted to CCB
control in position and the 8th Tank Battalion took over positions vacated
by the 37th Tank Battalion. At 1545, the 37th Tank Battalion transferred
from CCA to CCR, then moved to the vicinity of Serres, where it remained
until. 30 September. The 35th Tank Battalion was reinforced by one attached
company of the 6024 Tank Destroyer Battalion, sent to protect their right
flank fro& the vicinity of Juvrecourt in case of a move to reduce Movenvio.

The new positions are shown on map 20,

When CCB headquarters began movement to Arracourt at 1230 hours
26 September from the Chateau-Salins area, they were attacked by a column of
German Panzer V's. The German attack was frustrated by accurate fire of
U.S. artillery, which knocked out three of them. About the same time, the
53d Armored Infantry Battalion CP, cne half mile north of Arracourt, was
subjected to a barrage of artillery. Meanwhile, the 25th Cavalry Squadron
remained in the vicinity of Xanrey, and later in the day vas assigned the
mission of sareening the scutheast (right) flank of CCB. Released from CCA,
the Squadron moved out under cover of darkness to an assembly area one mile
southwest of Arracourt. Troops C and D moved individually to the same

vicinity. Truop D was assigned the area from Bauzemont to La Fourasse Farm
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and Troop C from La Fourasse Fara to Rechicourt. German artillery was par-

tiocularly active during the day. Visibility had improved somevhat but was
still very poor. The ground oontinued to be wet and very muddy, making

movenent slow and difficult. q

The German LVIII Panser Corps mission remained the same for 26th Septem- i
ber: to take the high ground northwest of Bures and Rechicourt. At 0900, )
the 559th Volkagrenadier Division of German First Army started their attack

o e ] i

to the southwest. By 1145, elements of the 11th Panzer Division of LVIII

Panzer Corps seized Lezey and the high ground south of Marsal. After taking
Juvelize and Lezey, the division elements reached tha camal of Flot Salins.

e i U T i L s BV B | N i 4 it s W g n o i i i o 4 FA D 500 i e

At 1400, they took Coincourt. Other elements pushed forward around the

northern part of the pond east of Bures and entered Rechicourt at 1400, The
15th Punzer Grenadier Division of the XLVII Panzer Corps reached the high

ground south of Bures by way of Parroy.
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Map 20 = Redrawn Battle Lines, 25-26 September 1944
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Meanvhile, CCA was taking steps to counter this attack. At 1510, the
602d Tank Destroyer Battalion moved to the vioinity of Juvredourt to repulse
attacks from the southeast. Company B of the 35th Tank Battalion moved out
and oontacted the 166th Engineers on Hill 301, A platoon of the TOith Tank
Destroyer Battalion was relieved from the sector when Company B arrived.
Company A was ordered to contact the 53d Armored Infantry and relieve
another platocn of the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion and send the platoon
to the viocinity of Avncourt.” Colonel Clarke called off the proposed
attaock on Moyenvic. Higher headquarters balieved the Germans were forming
for an attack and it would be more feasible to awvait the attack and then
counterattack from the south, and swing in on the west flank. Division
artillery was split in support. The §6th Fileld Artillery Battalion sup-
ported 166th Engineers, the 224 Field Artillery Battalion supported CCB, thes
191st and 696th Field Artillery Battalions were in general support, and the
T04th Tank Destroyer Battalion was kept in Diviaion reserve in case of coun-
terattack. The tank destroyer battalion was to reconnoiter routes to best

accomplish their mission. 18

The German operations on the 26th were reflected in their journal. The
Firth Panger Army ordered the XLVII Panzer Corps to further support the
attack by LVIII Panzer Corps with a mixed artillery section and a Panzer
Company. The attack scheduled for 1430 against Rechicourt got started only
at 1630, The reason for the delay was that the rain caused the ground to be
S0 soft that tanka had extreme difficulty moving forward.'? Toward even-

ing, the LVIII Panzer Corps presaed forward against a stubborn U.S. force
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and reached a line along Hill 226 (11 kilometers aouth Moyenvio)--north of
Hill 228 (1 kilometer southwest Lexey)--west edge Bezange-la-Petite--

(1 kilometer east of Rechigourt)--north edge of the lake near Bures--Hill
252 (10 kilometers south of Bures). Ameriocan reports noted the attack.

"A German counterattack of infantry, supported by
seven tanks, hit our position. The counterattack was
repulsed, thres eneay tanks were destroyed, several
enemy infantry killed and one PW taken. No ground

was given up."20

The LVIII Panzer Corps, supported by the XLVII Panzer Corps developed a
Schwerpunkt with a mixed artillery battery, six Panzer IVs, and two Pnnzer
JAEGER IVs. The Corps believed that the enemy had withdrawn its main forces
back to the high plateau northwest of Bures-'uvrecourt-Moyenvic and the next
day (27 September) would energetically defend that position. At 2215, the
XLVII Panger Corps received the order to send the artillery battery and
Panzer Company on its way to Maizieres to assist the LVIII Paunzer Corps.

General Manteuffel seized the opportunity offered by the American with-
drawal to report the uncontested ococupation of Juvelize and Coincourt as
victories, even though the Americans had voluntarily pulled back.?! He
then prepared to resume the attack toward the west. Manteuffel would have
continued the attack against the American south flank, but tank movement was
extremely difficult and darkness fell on the Germans before they could get
very far. At the close of 26 September, the LVIII Panzer Corps had 33 tanks

available (24 Panzer V's, 3 additional Panzer V's (conditional); and 6
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Panger IV's). U.3. casualties were 107 wounded and 42 exhaustion Gases.

The surgeon carefully monitored exhauation casas and made the following

Journal entry:

B R e S

"Colonel Abrams has expressed oonaern over increase
in combat exhaustion during this assignment. It is
his opinion that combat exhaustions will continue to
rise when we are in static positions. This 1is
probably due to the faot that personnel of this divi-
sion had been trained and fought in rapid movement
and in spearhsad assignments."22

TR T s

The day ended with the 4th Armored Division ocoupying defensive posi-
tims, extending from Bathelemont to Rechicourt to the base of Hill 265
(wast of Bezange-la-Petite) and west of Xanrey, as well as the forast north

of Arracourt. In those positions, the Americans awaited further German

moves.

The following day those moves became apparent. The LVIII Panzer Corps

order for 27 September read as follows:

"LVIII Panzer Corps attacks on 27 September to take
the ordered objective in the line Moncel-zur-Seille-
Bezange la Grande-Bathelemont-Hamananil. 11th Panzer
Division with the designated subordinate units
attacks early on 27 September at the lateat 0800 with
Sohwer £t left. An armored battle group from the
general arca south of Bures takes Hills 318.293
(northeast of Bathelemont). From there, attack into
the flank ard rear of the enemy west of Rechioourt.
One battalion for flank protection to the west should
stay olose, The right attack group and the middle
commencs their attacks at the same time. Right
groups: Hold the right wing vieinity Moyenvie,
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Schwerpunkt direction Xanrey. Move the artillery in
the night 26 to 27 September forward, so that the
Schwerpynkt battle group can be supported with
minimal distance."?
The Americans were aware of an impending attack. General Eddy, commander
of XII Corps, noted in his diary that word from the Army G2 ravealad the
Germans had approximately three and one half to four divisiona and 150 to

200 tanks against XII Corps, and U.S. forces could sxpect a thrust in con-

siderable force soon .2“

At first light on the 27th of September, the 25th Cavalry Squadron moved
from their assembly area to scr~en along a line from Rechicourt-Bezange-
Xanrey. Then at 0800 hours, the LVIII Panzer Corps (minus the armored task
force) began a series of diversionary thnoks against the left and center of
the 4th Armored Division perimeter. The brunt of this attack was against
elements of the 10th Infantry Battalion which occupied a front of 3500 yards
between Bezange le Petite and Rechicourt. Their left flank extended beyond
the edge of Hill 265, west of Bezange. Between their right flank and the
S51st Armored Infantry Battalion there was a gap neither had the rifle
atrength to fill. An excerpt from the 10th Infantry Battalion unit diary

states how they were dispersed:

"The companies wers still in position forming an are
around the battalion area with Company A holding down
the right flank, tying in with Company C, this unit,
on its left, and Company B adjacent to Company C's
left holding the left flank. The machinegun platoon
of headquarters company occupying a forward position
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in front of Company B, and the assault gun platoon of

headquarters company was in a forward position with

Company C."25

Enemy artillery was very aotive throughout the day. The counterfire did

not dissuade the Germana from atteapting seven sharp counterattacks against
the right flank held by Company A, 10th Infantry, all of which were repelled.
Although the 3d platoon was pinned down by machinegun and mortar fire, the
rest of the company was able»‘ to repel the attacks. Company A took eight
prisoners, who reported that 20 of their unit had already been killed. At
Hill 265, on the left flank of the 10th Infantry Battalion, the 11th Panzer
Division succeeded in getting a foothold, but at this point, Lieuterant
James H. Fields inspired his men to stand fast, even though he was seversely
wounded. When two German machineguns caught the Americans in a deadly
orossfire, Fields took the light machinegun from its dead orew and knocked
out both the German weapons, for whioch he received the Congressional Medal
of Honor.26 The 10th Infantry Battalion requested and received air sup-
port; however, the enemy countered with heavy antisircraft fire. In one of
the rare Luftwaffe aightinga, the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion reported
two German planes over their area at 1330 which were driven off by heavy

machinegun fire 27

Meanwhile the main thrust againat the 4th Armored Division south flank
ococurred about 10 AM, some two hours behind schedule. Manteufcel's armored
task force began the main attack, but its advance guard got only as far as
the Fourasse Farm, scme 1800 yards west of Bures, where Ameriocar artillery

brought the tanks to a halt (see map 21).
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Map 21 - 1lth Panzer Division Attack on Arracourt Salient, 27-29 September 1944 |
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A German spot report confirms the action:

"After taking high around 500 meters northeast of
Bauzemont (3 kilometers northeasat of Einville) by a
superior enemy with tank support pushed us back. The
entire Corgs area strong artillery fire and air
attacks,."2

At a 1400 briefing, Manteuffel ordered that a battalion of the northerm
group immediately reinforce the southarn attack group. At 1715, the

LVIII Panzer Corps commarnder reported that the tank group offensive came

under heavy artillery fire, but would still take Hills 293 and 318 that
night.

One of the supporting attacks involved the 110th Panzer Grenadier Regi-
ment of the 11th Panzer Division. Due to heavy artillery fire, they didn't
reach their start point, the area 2 kilometers southeast of Xanrey until
10 AM. Unbeknown to them, Lieutenant Colonel Oden and the 35th Tank Bat-
talion had planned a ocounterattack against them, as recorded in the unit

Journal:

"At 0800, the battalion CP was moved to a new posi-
tion. The companies remained in their positions.

The new position was situated north and slightly west
of Arracourt. The commanding officer of CCA had
given LTC Oden the mission of attacking Xanrey and
reducing it. The 22d FA, the mortars of the

53d Armor Infantry Battalion, and the mortars of the
35th Tank Battalion were to place smoke on the area.
The 22d Field Artillery was to drop harassing fire on
the town until just prior to the attack. Altogether
seven battalions of artillery participated. A
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Company and B Company were to Jump off at 1600 hours

from the high ground southwest and southeast of tne

town. They were ordered to come down off the high

ground, past the town and then swing back through the

tomm. A Company to drop a platoon on the northeast

of the town of Xanrey to protect the open flank o.

C Company so that company swung around and down

through the town. The armor infantry was to closely

follow the attacking tanks and clear the town. The

attacking forces were protected from counterattack by

two platoons of tank destroyers."29

At the completion of the successful counterattack against the 110th

Panzer Grenadier Regiment of the 11th Panzer Division, the 25th Cavalry of
the 4th Armored Division passed through the town and established outposts to
the north and northeast. All units returned to their start point by 1700

hours, having killed about 135 Germans with the loss of only two tanks (by

mines).

The U.S. success was confirmed by German records. At 1730, the 33 of
the 11th Panzer Division reported that 15 tanks had broken in at Xanrey.
Because forward observers had not yet been hrought forward, German field
artillery was not effective against 4th Armored Division positions, as

indicated by an 11th Panzer Division spot report:

"Our artillery therefore cannot have an effect (as
the artillery cannot be observed)."30
After dark on the 27th, two significant attacks took place. The first
occurred at about 2200 hours when the Germans launched a forceful counter-

attack against the right flank of 4th Armored Division near Rechicourt in
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front of a platoon of Company A, 10th Infantry Battalion. Company A was

‘ forced to withdraw from the high ground in front of their company CP. To

plug this vulnerable gap, a platoon of tank destroyera plus one platoon of

enginesers were dispatoched to retake the position., After retaking the hill, ;
i

they held on throughout the night and the following day.3!

At 2150, General von Wietersheim, commander of the 11th Panze~ Division,

attempted to take the hill by assault.

"In case it doesn't work, depend on the 28th to take Hill 318
"brutal!."32

0% B Bl L e

To support this move, he pulled troops from the middle portion of his

1line to support the assault troops on the left flank, and brought his

S B s b i e S N i

artillery, 6 kilometers forward.

To further reinforce the attack, Gemeral von Wietersheim switched the

110th Panzer Grenadier Regiment from the north flank to his south flank.

One of its combat patrols filtered through to the north of fourasse Farm and
Bill 318 and its defenders now

captured Hill 318 after a sharp fight.

i aldasr

became the focal point for the entire German effort.

At 2215, the LVIII Panzer Corps Chief of Staff reported that the
He thought the Ameriocans, who

L M st

southern group offensive waa proceeding well.

had broken through on either side of Xanrey, could be pushed back in a suc-
At

ceasful oounterattack. The old positioms were back in German hands.
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this point German tank strength was twelve Mark IV tanka--eight with long
tube and four with short tube, and two assault guns.33 Further German
intentions can be gleaned from a message from an Army Group G to O. B.
West., First German Army and the Fifth Panzer Army were to take the line
Moncel-sur Seille~~Arracourt. They had available for use the 106th Panzer

Brigade presently located behind the left flank of Nineteenth Amy.3"

At 2030, the commander of the Fifth Panzer Army briefed General Balck
concerning a repart that the lith Armored Division was going over to the
defensive and pulling back over the Muerthe river. (CCA's pullback onto
better defensive positions conveyed this impression.) In response, Fifth
Panzer Army commanded the XLVII Panzer Corps to increass their
reconna isiance in order to recognize a withdrawal immediately and utilize
the opportunity by an attack. Further, the XLVII Panzer Corps received the

mission of supporting the LYIII Panzer Corps offensive to achieve the Army

objective,

The Fifth Panzer Army astimate for the night of 27 September read:

"The estimate of the situation: the enemy must
reckon to be cut up, and therefore retrenches. He
wants to buy time with his counterattack on Xanrey,
in order to build a new front line or to pull back
altogether. Decision: it therefore depends, to
maintain constant contact with the enemy and to
launch the tank battle group into the enemy. Order:
attack with the tank attaok group, take Hills 293 and
318, then press farther toward the northwest in the
direction of Arracourt.*35
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In addition, the German estimate reported that 200 soldiers of CCA lay
dead, and German tank strength was 1l Panther V and aeven Panther IV tanks.

The German estimate of U.S. casualties was high. Fourth Armored Division

reported their casualtiss as 9 KIA, 86 wounded, and 38 exhaustion cases.3®

Rere was another example of an exaggerated casualty report.

On the 28th of September, the 25th Cavalry Squadron remained in bivouac
one mile southwest of Arracourt, and Troops B, C, and D soreened in their
assigned zons. Weather continued to be fairly clear. Troops B and D of the
24 Cavalry Group were attached to the squadron to stnnébhen the screen.

Eneny artillery and machine gun fire was very heavy during the night,
and German patrols atteapted in several places to break through the screen
but were repulsed by U.S. tanks, infantry, and artillery.

As planned, the main German thrust on 28 September was against the
southern flank of 4th Armored Division toward Hill 318. Heavy fighting

resulted. At daybreak, the S1st Armored Infantry Battalion retook Hill 318,

which had been lost during the night. The fighting continued through the

morning, surging back and forth on the orest.

German continuation of the attack was delayed by movement of artillery.

A 1010 spot report revealed that:

"Artillery changed positions during the night. For-
ward observers need yet to get into position. There
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is a running front from Hill 297 southeast Rechioourt
to Hill 318. All artillery shoots together on 279
and 246, In 10 minutes Panzer Grenadier regiment
2111 arrives, in order to push forward in the middle
front. Shortly the attack of a tank group will
begin.*37
At 1030, 11th Panzer Division reported supporting artillery was now in

position. Fifteen minutes later, the S3 of the 11th Panzer Division
reported to his commander:

"The situatiom at Hill 318 is clear again. Three

attacks pushed back. One battalion of 113th Panzer

Brigade, at the moment in Coincourt, will be brought

forward, in order to relieve parts of antiaircraft.

Inform neighbor that the artulerg fire from the

south side of the caml is ours."38

By noon, the S51at Infantry Battalion finally got a firm hold on Hill

318. Shell fire from American batteries to the northeast broke up e last
German counterattack by severely punishing the flank of the German assault
column. The Germans confirmed at 1130 that Hill 318 had been retaken by the
Americans. Although the German counterattack on Hill 318 had deen halted,
Manteuffel massed his artillery and repeated the attack. When dariness
came, the 11th Panzer Division sent a shock force, supported only by a few
tanks, up the forward slope of Hill 318, pushing the Americans back down the

hill into a well placed barrage laid down by German guns.

The pendulum then swung the other way. Just before midnight, the 51st
Infantry Battalion regained the crest, after preparatory shelling by four
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battalions of artillery had broken the German hold. German retaliation was

swift and sure. CCB was hit by heavy caliber artillery fire lasting one
hour, and causing 35 cssualties in one company alone. Under the cover of
this fire the 11th Panzer Division extended its hold on the camelback, took
Hill 293, and drove on to the emst edge of Bois du Benamout. However, the
51at Infantry, in foxholes near the crest of Hill 318, refused to give
ground .39

While the main attack was taking place in and around Hill 318, south of
Arracourt, a successful German supporting attack ocourred during the night

and Rechicourt fell into German hands. A German spot report stated:

"Own storm troops during the night broke into enemy
positions 1 kilometer northeast of Rechiocourt. In
spite of strong enemy counterattack he could only
remain in place. Taken: 10 Panzer Recon vehicles,
Seven usable and lots of apparatus. Thirteen Pus
taken .n40

The 53d Armored Infantry Battalion had been in a defensive position one
half miie north Arracourt. The 11th Panzer attack at 0130 in the morning

had marmged to infiltrate CCB's right front flank. A German forward observer

was believed to be located in the church stesple at Moyenvic and U.S. artil-

lery was called on to fire upon it.

Aft~= sum: repositioing of artillery and infantry delayed the con-

tinuation of the Garman advance until after 0815.
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Later in the morning of the 26th of September, the 11th Panzer Division
and 113 Panzer Brigade launched several attaocks against the right flank held
by Company A, 10th Armored Infantry Battalion anchored on Hill 265. Under
cover of a smoke soreen, at about 0945, Company A observed several hundred
German infantry and about six tanks taking up their position in the draw.
The number increased wntil spproximately a battalion could be seen there.
German tanks placed direct fire on the machinegun platoon in the forward
positions of Company A, pinning thea down. Company A called for
assistance. Ona tank company, and P=I7 fighter aircoraft of XIX TAC assisted

the Company in knocking out several of the German tanka.“
This attack was confirmed by a German spot report:

71245 —opponent has attacked with tanks from
Rechiocourt to Bezange. Hill 265 in hands of the
enemy. Division (11th) hopes to hold the village.
Enemy assembly area in woods 500 meters north-
northwest Juvrecourt destroyed. Commander commands,
as quickly as possible to bring forward Kampfgruppe
Bode, in order to hit the enemy in the rear.”?2

After four counterattacks, the Americans were able to regain Hill 318,

Early in the afternoon, the weather cleared up and about eight P-UTs
bombed and strafed the German gun emplacements and concentrations of German
personnel. The 23d Squadron of the 36th Group made a strike at Bures which
nearly leveled the village w:l.t.ﬁ 23-500 pound boabs, weakening the German
ability to exploit their attack .'l3 A Geraman report on the afterncon of 26

September said:
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"In apite of the greatest efforts it was not posaible
to breakthrough the enemy defense in depth at north-
east and sast of Juvrecourt. Supported by Jabo and
artillery, the enemy counterattacked from Rechicourt
in a northeast direction. Our own security was

pushed back at Bezange.®i4

Thus, CCA was able to re-take amd hold Hills 318 and 265 against aggres-~

sive German attacks.

Later that afternoon, the 1ith Panzer Division's S3 determined that
repeated German attacks in the direction of Rechicourt pushed the 4th Armored
Divisian into strong built defenses, with strong antitank and artillery
support, in particular in front of Hill 286. German reconnaissance elerents
were axtremely accurate in determining 4th Armored Division's strength in

the Arracourt salient.

At 1720, General von Wietersheim informed his S3 that the attack on
Hill 318 wvas not going as planned. He wanted to know whether the fight
should be rescheduled or be conducted from another direction. He also
expressed a dire need of 3.7 centimeter flak ammunition.'S His detalled

answer ocame at 1730,

YAt 17TUS General von Luettwitz requested additional
units to assist his south wing as a threatened snemy
attack wvas causing him great concerm. General
Krueger, the 53th Panzer Corps commandsr, informed
11th Panzer Division commander "11th Panzer Divi=-
sion: stop until dark, hold all captured poaitions.
Attack at the latest 2200 hours in order to regain
Hill 318 with main concentration from La Fourasse
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Farm to Hil) 293, and continue the attack with both
spearheads under the cover of darkness the attack by
way of 283-320 to the road south of Arracourt. Units
not being fully utilised for the protection of the
western flank must be en into consideration (for

use in this attack).nl
The LVIII Panzer Corps initiated another counterattack at about 1900
hours against the left flank of Hill 265 near Beszange. Combined infantry
and tank forces fired point blank at American foxholes. The third platoon
of Company A, 10th Infantry Battalion was forced to withdraw from their
position because of heavy casualties. The first platoon was shifted over to
that position about 2100 hours to repulse another counterattack against

Hill 265.

This German counterattack took possession of the high ground. Company A
was forced to withdraw to new positions. The attached machinegun platoon of
headquarters company became ineffective becauss of losses and remained in
the battalion area to regroup. Supporting artillery immediately laid down a
zone of fire on Hill 265, inflicting heavy losses on the German attackers.
The U.S. losses for this day were nine halftracks destroyed or captured by
the enemy, three halftracks damaged, one 5Tmm antitank gun destroyed, one
81zm mortar and nine rocket launchers destroyed. A German evening spot

report sumarized their action:

"Our own attack on the right flank against high
ground northeast and southeast Juvresourt was halted
by enemy defense in depth. FEnemy assembly area in
the forest 1 kilometer northwest Juvrecourt destroyed




by artillery fire. In Juvrecourt 13 enemy tanks.
Enemy ocounterattack in direation Bezange hard west of
Bezange turned away. At the moment we have cur own
counterattack. A hard battle is being fought over
Hill 318,747
Because of troop fatigue, the 11th Panzer Division commander asked for a
postponement of further attacks. Manteuffel disapproved for two reasons.
First, a postponement of the night attack becauss of troop fatigue would
mean a delay of at least 24 hours, during which time the enemy would
strengthen his defensive front. Second, the highest levels (namely, Berlin)
attached the greatest value to the susccess of this attack."a Thus, the
11th Panzer Division was ordered to attack both hills and from there con-

tinue in a northwest direction. The attack would take place as soon as

possible. At 2120 hours, Manteuffel briafed Balck:

"Terrain very difficult, completely uncovered.

General von Wietersheim reports fatigue of troops in

spite of this commarnd, order on to both hills and

forest behind. Proposal: If the people fight at

night--during the day rest, or reversed. With the

great difference in military power utilized at night

as much as possible.m"49

General Manteuffel asked Balock for some aireraft support and also

requested a definite time of aircraft arrival. The aircraft would suppress
artillery fire from the other side of the canal. Balok responded that air-
oraft were not available. The suppression of enemy artillery fire was
imyossible, since the right wing of Luettwitz' XLVII Corps was being
strongly attacked. This information was passed on to von Wietersheim.

Manteuffel suggested he do most of his fighting by night, using darkness to
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his advantage. Later that night, the commander of the 11th Panzer Division

reported limited progress:

"1. Attacked Hill 318. 2, Beginning of attack on
293 dependent on retaking of Hill 318, in any case
s0, that 293 is taken by early morning. 3. Troops )
are fully fatigued."50 I

A The same evening, Armay Group G decided to reinforce Fifth Panzer Army
: with LXVI Army Corps. To allow time to get guidance frow Berlin, Fifth -,

Panzer Army reported the following:

"The attack, is to take place tonight by the

11th Panzer Division of the LVIII Panzer Corps. A
further decision concerning the further direction of
the attack will be given tomorrow."5!

Meanwhils, LVIII Panzer Corps was unable to dislodge the Americans from
their good defensive positicms because of heavy American tank ani artillery
fires. General von Wietersheim noted that the 111th Regziment took Moncourt
ard Bezanges-la-Petite, but could not capture Rechicourt la Petite for two

reasons: one, the German artillery was too weak to support their attack

becaurs the Rechicourt arsa was out of range and signal communications were ‘
weak. Second, the 11th Panzer Division was too committed to launch an
attack. However, a combat group consisting of remnants of the 113th Panzer
Brigade and the 11th Panzer Division recon battalion, with elements of the
119th Panzer Artillery, assemblad 2 kilometers northeast of Xures, and

advanaed against Rechicourt-~la-Petite by way of Coincourt. Although they
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‘did not meet strong U.S. resistance combat fatigue caused the advance
inexplicably to stop after ocapturing Coincourt. This in turn, delayed the
attaok of the 111th Regiment against Reohicourt-la-Petite. Lesd elements of
the regiment in turmn suffered heavy losses and had to be withdrawn a few

tundred meters.>2

At 2110, the 11th Panzer Division (of XLVII Panzer Corps) received the
new aission of attacking the high ground near Arracourt during the night and
retaking Hill 318. General Manteuffel ordered the advance to eliminate U.S.

artillery emanating from the area.

In their daily composite report of 28 September, the Fifth Panzer Army

summarized their operation:

"During the night our own storm troops attacked in
the positions 1.5 kilometers northeast of Rechiogourt
and at 318 (2 kilometers southwest of Rechicourt).
Only in the afternoon hours was the enemy successful,
after repested ocountsrattacks with hesvy srtillery
and ajroraft support, to retake the hills close to
northeast Rechicourt and Kill 318, An enemy attack
during the afternoon on Bezange was thrown back
through our own oounterattack and bitter fighting.
Our own attack to ratake Hill 318 was haltsd with
enemy fire, especially the flanks from the south of
the canal., During the entire day very strong
artillery and air sotivity,."53

At the close of 28 September, LVIII Panzer Corps had 18 Panther IV,
20 Panther V, and 11 antiairoraft Panther IV's on hand. They reported two

Shermans captured, two Panther recon vehicles, 10 wheeied recon vehicles
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destroyed. U.S. personnel laosses wers 10 killed, 115 wounded and 89 sxhaus-

tion cases .5"

On the 29th of September, fighting on Hills 318 and 265 further intensi-
fied. The 11th Panzer Division assembled Panzer Reconnaissance Regiment 110
(released from the north wing of the division), an armored engineer company,
25 tanks (from divisiomal assets), the 111th and 113th Panzer Brigades, and
the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division to attack Arracourt.>> During the
morning of 29 September with a thick fog obscuring the battlefield, LVIII
Panzer Corps continued its attacks against CCB. The first German attack on
Hills 318 and 320 forced Troop C, Sist Infantry, and 24th Engineers to with-
draw 500 yards. At 1130, a task force consisting of one platoon of
Company F, Troop E, Troop C, and 2ith Engineers counterattacked against
Hill 320 while a platoon of medium tanks from the 8th Tank Battalion moved
up H1ll 318 in the fog. When the fog lifted the tank commander directed
American planes to the German tanks which had assembled in the fog below.
Thus, the German thrusts with armor and infantry supported by artillery fire
were driven back by a combined arms team of air, artillery, tanks, tank

destroyers, engineers, reconnaissance, and 1nrantry.56

The German records provide an accurats picture of the results of the
battle. At 0810 the 11th Panzer Division S3, reported that Hill 318 had
again been taken by storm troops during the night and that heavy artillery
and antitank fire was being brought onto Hill 320. Heavy fog hindered the
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operation. At 0940 the S3 reported Hill 293 as taken. Since the Americana
were employing so much antitank fire the battles on Hills 320 and 293 were
contimued by the infantry. By 1015 both Hills 318 and 293 were taken in
spite of atrong American defenses. 1ith Panzer Division lead elements sup-
ported by tanks had reached Bois du Benamont. Von Wietersheim intended to
continus the attack and take Hill 283. He also reported very heavy enemy
air activity, and warned that if the 113th Panzer Brigade was withdrawn, the

sitmtion would get very bad ST

During these opsrations, U.S. air support was tardy. Initially, the
planes dropped propaganda leaflets instead of bombs (as they were diverted
from Metz) .58 Ultimately the fighter bomber/tank teams worked par-
ticularly well, flushing out and destroying the German tanks. The 405th
Group was credited by the ground forces with 11 tanks destroyed and two
damaged and with rendering inestimatable 2oid in breaking up two enemy
counterattacks. Additionally, the Group's 511th Squadron contributed by
destroying six additional tanks by forcing them out into the open wherse
artillery could hit them. The Germans still lacked their own alrcraft
support. At 1430, Lieutenant Colonel Wedding reported to General Manteuffel

that air support from the Luftwaffe was not possible as they were being

employed elsewhere 29

Later on the 29th, German attacks continued. At 1500 the 33 of the 1ith

Panzer Division reported that two attempts at retaking Hill 318 were halted,
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but he was continuing attacks on Hills 320 and 318 against strong U.3.
resistance. During this battle, the arrival of the American 8th Tank Bat-
talion turned the tide. They attacked and took Hill 318 with the support of
air power and destroyed eight enemy tanks with no tank losses of their own.
The 11th Panzer Division S-3 reported that Major Bode, commander of one of

the assault groups, had had a nervous breakdown. He also reported very

strong air attacks against Hill 293.

By midafternoon the Germans were streaming back in retreat through the
Fourasse Farm. At least 2i of their tanks had been Knocked out. The rout
was checked when a few 15th Panzer Grenadier Division tanks were brought up
to form a straggler line east of Parroy. After dark, the German survivors

on Hill 318 filtered south through American lines.

However, not all German soldiers were able to get back that night.
Remnants of the 2d Battalion of the 110th Panzer Grenadier regiment (Captain

Sohneider) and a few tanks from the recon battaliom, 11th Panzer Division,

neld bravely to their positions in the Bois du Benamont, all the while under
60 ,

heavy fire from American tank destroyers and cavalry assault guns.

German report said:

"1530--Hili 320 occupied by enemy. People returning
to La Fourasse and Parroy. HPTM Sahneider with his
battalion still on Hill 320, no commo. Opponent has
again employed a _Jabo (P-47 fighter). Flank fire
from the south."
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Another report at 1717 provided more detaila:

1 "Extremely strong air activity. Just about all tanks
‘ of the Panzer group (14 of them) shot up. Captain
Schneider not yet back from Hill 320. One platoon of
; II1/2113 overrun by enemy tanks. Panzer AA 11
assembled in Parroy, the other parts in Bures."62

et Sl

General Krueger ordered assault troops to advance up Hill 318 to deter-

mine if it was still occupied by Captain Schneider's unit. The LVIII Panzer

commander then reported to Manteuffel:

1735 determination: Hill triangle lost., Troops
exhausted, need rest."63

The LVIII Panzer Corps summary of the day's action is remarkably con-

sistent with U.S. accounts. ;

"The attacks which commenced last night by the

11th Panzer Division against the opponeant led to the
retaking of Hill 318 (2 west-southwest Rechicourt) as
well as Hill 320 (2 kilometers northeast Bathelemont).
When the considerable morning fog lifted, our
opponent launched heavy air attacks and held the
terrain under heavy artillery fire. With that he
forced the 58th Panzer Corps to commence its attack.
To utilize his material superiority, the enemy him- 3
self went over to the offensive. . !

1 b L

SN VPSRRI CYrias !

All the territory won last night by the 11th Panzer
Division has been again been lost during the course
of the day. Supported by heavy artillery and fighter ;
bombers, the opponent attacked and occupied Hill 283 . ;
and 293 in the late afternoon. The surrounded por-
tion of a Panzer Grenadler regiment of the

11th Panzer Division defends itself on Hill 320 .
against overwhelming enemy. Breakthrough attempts,

taken by the opponent with heavy tank support, could

be intercepted in the line: Hill 269 (1 kilometer

et s
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north of Bures)--Hill 290 (2 kilometers east of
Bathelemont). These counterattacks led to destruc-
tion of parts of the II Panzer Grenadier Regiment 110
on Hill 322.64

That night General von Wietersheim, commander of the 11th Panzer Divi-
] sion, informed General Krueger, commander of the LVIII Panzer Corps, that
Major Bode, one of his attack group commanders, had had a nervous breakdown
- and it was neither practically or technically possible to expect success

with hastily assembled forges. e

7 PR e
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Commander LVIII Panzer Corps reports, that under
these conditions, the continuation of the attack is
i not to be considered. First the units must be :
F, ' reorganized and the new security line be held. In :

3 any case however, the goal has arrived to hold up the ]
opponent for a long time in his attack on Saarburg
and tie up his strong forces."65

FRRSIRE JE TR W

Of the 19 tanks which had been employed, only four were still opera-
tional. PUT fighter aircraft had destroyed all abandoned Panzers. He

heate & oot BTIMER

recommended an attack tonight on Hill 320 in order to retrieve Captain
Schneider's unit and on Hill 318, to "disturb" the enemy.5% General

Manteuffel subsequently submitted a request to discontinue the offensive:

Because of the lack of our own airorafi the soldiers ;
had great losses, especially in tanks vhere 11 were
shot up through enemy tanks. Because of the day long 1
battle the troops are extremely fatigued.57

Besides the main German effort to take Hills 318 and 320, another battle
took place in the area near Bezange la Petite against the 10th Armored
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Infantry Battalion, During the night the Germans took the high ground west
of Hill 293 (2 kilometers southwest of Rechicourt).

SEnemy artillery shelling our positions started early
today and was answered effectively not only by our sup-
porting artillery, but also by the air corps. The weather
for the first time in many days was favorable to air
activity throughout most of the day. They took full
advantage of that tac&and gave the enemy little rest
until darkneas fell."

The right flank of the 10th Infantry battalion (Company A) again received
the brunt of the German effort to break through. Bitter fighting occurred
as U.S. troops supported by tanks inflicted heavy losses were inflicted on
German troops. Lieutenmants Fields and Lovell were wounded in this action
after having carried on meritoriously against a vastly superior foroce.
Lieutemant Fields, although seriously wounded and unable to speak, refused
to be evacuated and directed operations by motions and writing out his
instructions. His efforts saved the lives of many of the men and prevented
a rout of our forcea by the overpowering enemy strength. Under the cover of
darkness he withdrew his platoon to the reverse slope of the hill and
established a position there. In the 35th Tank Battalion area, the CCA
commander, gave to Lisutenmant Colonel Oden the mission of sweeping the high
ground from about northeast of Xanrey to Lezey. Company C completed the

mission while losing two tanks.59
Late in the ‘afternoon the Germans reportad capture of Bezange:

"Situation at Bezange restored again. Enemy lies on
Hi1l 265 a short distance from our positions.
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Thirty-aix tracked recon vehicles observed from
Vahley to Bathelemont."70
As a result of this German countersattack, the CCA CP displaced at 1630

to Farm de Ranzey west of Arracourt.

While battles raged on 29 September, General Balck (Army Group G) visited
General Rundstedt (OB West) at his headquarters in Bad Kreuznach. He told
him he needed at least 93 light tanks, 46 heavy tanks, and 48 artillery
pleces if he were to continue the offensive. Von Rundstedt said this was

impossible under the present conditions .7‘

In light qr von Rundstedt's response, Balck decided to approve
Manteuffel's request to cease the attack of LVIII Panzer Corps in the
Moyenvic/Bures area and to straighten out and hold a new line of defense.
The left wing would be withdrawn to the west edge of the lake southeast of
Bures. The majority of the 11th Panzer Division would be pulled out of the
action and used as an attacking reserve on the right wing of the LVIII
Fanzer Corps. The area presently held the LXVI Army Corps would be taken

over by the XLVII Panzer Corps.

"Sitmtion: With the LVIII Panzer Corps the right
wing and middle is basically unchanged. With the
enemy attack in the area of Rechicourt our own troops
individually surrendered which indicates what the
situation is. In the area of Hill 318, undetermined
strength Jabo attack, high losses. Committed parts
of Panzer Grenadier regiment 110 have fallen. Units
were gathered up and reorganized. According to
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continuing repcorta 19 Panzer have been destroyed.
Opponent has not broken through east Rechicourt, old
lines remain.
Ammnition is getting in ashort supply in the aamo
dumps. Ammo must be brought in from Baumholder."72
At 2300 hours the official word came down from the Manteuffel noting

Balck'a acceptance of his request to cease offensive actiom.

"Order: Division ceases the attack and changes over

to the defense, in the line north point of Stiefelsee

and the old line. Tonight pull back: the artillery

unit. QGet marching to Igney (without rest) and the

tanks of the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division. Tomor-

row night remove the remaining parts of the Brigade

Seckendorff (Panzer Brigade 113)."73

The XLVII Panzer Corps also received the order to cease its attack as of

the 30th of September, and take up defensive positions 1.5 kilometers west
of Parroy. The disengaged artillery units (artillery ABT. III/33) and
Panzer Company of the 50th Panzer Grenadier Division were to be returned to
the 15tk Panzer Grenadier Division. The 113th Panzer Brigade was to be
pulled out of 1ith Panzer Division, incorporated into the 15th Panzer
Grenadier Division and sent to Igney located 5 kilometers northwest of
Blamont. The 11th Panzer Division prepared to defend a line: from Parrdy
to Moyenvic. On the night of 29.30 September, U.S. and German units were

disposed as shown on map 22,

The results of the battle on 29 September show the high price the Germans

paid. 23 tanks were knooked out, 19 trucks and two halftraoks destroyed,
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one ammo dump was demolished, two gun emplacements neutralized, three mis-

ocellansocus vehicles destroyed, 50 PWs lost, an estimated 400 were killed and
300 wunded. U.S. losses amounted to 10 killed, 55 wounded, and 34 exhaus-

tion cases.T!

As a result of the actioma from 26 to 29 September, the Germans lost a
total of 22 Panther V and 14 Panther IV tanks for a total of 46 tanks. They
also lost an estimated 700 killed and 300 wounded. The back of the Fifth
Panzer Army attack had thus been droken by 29 September. There was no
further possibility of creating a new forge for a oontinued effort to reach
the Moselle river.73 Although minor skirmishes would take place on the
next few days and the CCA and CCB would remain in the Arracourt area until
the resumption of the drive to the West Wall, no significant actions would

take place there.

Thus, the Arracourt tank battles had ended, except for a last American
tank sweep on 30 September. The sector lapsed into quiet. The lUth Armored
Division took up posaitions north and east of Arracourt while the German
infantry dug in a few hundred yards away.76 On 22 Ootober Wood's
4th Armored Division was relieved by the 26th Division and went into Corps
reserve. Thus ended a very intense battle in which the Americans made maxi-
mum use of the combined arms team. As a result, German manpower and fire-

power weres so deplsted, they weres unable to offer any significant resistance
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Map 22 - Disposition of Forces on 30 September 194k

-148-

il

g

e it i g

® ity




S e it o AL e T T

until the Battle of Metz later that year. Arrecourt thus ahows that maximum
use of the combined arms team brings victory to him who emoloys it properly.
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ATZL-SWI-R
CHAPTER 5

f SIGNIFICANCR OF ARRACOURT

During 3 weeks in September 194U, the 4th Armored Division distinguished
itself i{n some of the toughest fighting of the war. After crossing the

Mosells they breached strong enemy positions at Dieulouard, penetrated to a

,
Aot e IO A i s St £

depth of U5 miles, destroyed German command inatallations at Arracourt con-

trolling the Nanoy sector, blocked the retrsat of German forces from Nancy,

2 ot it RS

fought one of the bitterest tank battles of the Western front, and conducted
an aggressive defensive action against a determined German force to hold the
| Arracourt salient of the Nanoy bridgehead from which point the Third Army

would launch its Lorraine offensive in early November. The l4th Armored

e

Division at Arracourt was able to contain and defeat a major German counter-

attack, ard prevent Fifth Panzer Army from linking up with the 553d ;

Volksgrenadier Division at Naney.

The Germans, in spite of a lack of manpower, ammunition, and tanks and

despite low morale, conducted offensive operations and fought aggressively

in the battles at Luneville and Arracourt. Only after all resasrves were ;
committed at the Arracourt salient on 29 September did OKW consent to change
over to defensive operations. Their Arracourt offensive effectively broke

the forward momentum of the lUth Armored Division, thereby gaining time for




the Germans to rebuild their West Wall defenses. Arrscourt was significant
for several reasons: It was the largest scale German counterattack other
than the Ardennes on the Western Front. In addition, the Arracourt opera-

tion was a necessary prelude for further Third Amy offensive operations.

Relative combat losses were indicative of the M h Armored Division suo-
cess, From the time of the Nanoy bridgehead through the first Arracourt
battle, the Germans lost an estimated 1589 killed, 1884 PWs, 107 tanks
destroyed, 30 SPs guns destroyed, 32 other large caliber guns destroyed, anmd
491 other vehicles destvoyed-‘ The tank battles fought from 19 to 22
September coat CCA 14 medium tanks, 7 light tanks, totally destroyed, and a
casualty list of 25 killed and 88 wounded. German losses for the same
period were 2 Panzer brigades, destroyed as combat units.2 By the end of
the Arracourt battles, the 4th Armored Division had destroyed or damaged 285
German tanks or other armored vehiocles, The 4th Armored Division itself
lost 181 killed, 394 wounded in astion, 51 missing in action. All told CCA
lost 25 medium tanks armd 7 tank destroyers totally deat.royed.3

Several features of the Arracourt battles were noteworthy. These battles
were battles of maneuver and excellent examples of combined arms oo.nduoting
an aggressive mobile defense. The U.S. combat commands were subdivided into
task forces to deal with small pockets of German resistance. The mainstay
of the task foros were the tanks which were not only used on the defensive

line but also were maneuvered up and back until they could get a clear shot
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at the enemy. Surprise attacks were made from hull defilade, through smoke

screens or under the cover of fog rising from the Moselle and Seille river

basins. The tank destroyers were used to take out other tanks and because

e ——— A T

of their thin armor and extreme vulnerability, remained pretty much in posi- |
f ticn and did not meneuver as did the tanks.! The infantry cccupied block- , }
k ing positions. Cavalry soreened the flanks with their light tanks. Field ¥
artillery batteries firead 360 degrees and three battalions had interlocking
fields of fire. By uase of an intelligence net and aerial OPs, artillery
oould quickly and flexibly mass fires.> P-AT fighter airoraft sup-
plemented tank and artillery fires, and flushed out German tanks so ground

units could destroy them.

b o e i s AL B

Each side conducted defensive operations differently. On 25 and 26
September, the Uth Armored Division broke contact, pulled back and rein-

»

forced the Arracourt salient with CCB. The division gave ground in order to

more firmly establish a defensive position as a springboard for future

e o O

offensive operations. The Germans, on the other hand, refused to give any
ground. When Manteuffell wanted to withdraw to more defensible terrain, ;
(from Ommeray to Gelusourt, 12 kilometers east of Arracourt) higher head- |
quarters refused. Hitler personally directed that all ground be held no 1
matter what the cost. Had their commanders besn allowed to break contact to
reorganize their units, they might have been able to launch a more aggres-
sive initiative.
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A second feature of Arracourt was leadership. Amsrican command and
control was extremely decentralized and commanders had considerable
flexibility to display initiative. This worked to the Americans’
advantage. Personalities played a key role. General Bradley gave Patton
free reign to accamplish his mission. Patton did the same with General Eddy
and Eddy with Woods. Colonel Clarke, CCA commander and Lieutenant Colonel
Abrams, 37th Tank Battalion commander, also enjoyed great freedom. An
example of this freedom was at the 80th Infantry Division bridgehead at
Dieulouard on 12 September when Patton and Eddy had gathered on the bridge
with the commander of the 80th Infantry Division. Only because of Colonsl
Clarke's and Colonel Abrams' insistence were they allowed to proceed and
begin the penetration which led to the movement of CCA from Dieulouard to
Arracourt. Clarke implicitly trusted Abrams and believed no one would get
by him. Clarke new what Abrams was doing and knew his ability to
ahoot.6 Within the battalion and company, decentralized command and con-
trol allowed the unit commander considerable latitude in engaging the snemy,

the results of which were repeated again and again by rscorded heroic action.

Command and control on the German side was much more centrali.zed. For
example, OKW or Supreme Command consistently disapproved von Rundstedt's
recommendations, often without reasocns. Army Group G directed operations
down to division level. Commanders were not allowsd to make their own deci-
sions. When Blaskowitz wanted to go over to the defensive on 20 September

against the orders of Berlin, he was relieved and replaced by Balck.
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Because commards ocame from the highest levels, intervening events such as
build-up ard troop strength had no bearing on the execution. This lack of
flexibility often led to disaster as it did at the Arracourt salient.

German command and oontrol depended greatly on the civilian telephone system
during September 1944, However, due to systematic bombing and sabotage, the
civilian telephone system was barely sufficient. They had repeated radio
problems, due to considerable materiel losses from enemy air attacks. To
help offset these shortages repairs were made very quickly. The lack of
Ultra intercepts during this period demonstrated how extensively they used

the telephone.”

The use of intelligsnce by both sides was noteworthy. U.S. intelligence
efforts were mixed. The Corps G2 knew exactly when CCB was going to get hit
at Chateau-Salins .8 The 25th and 42d Reconnaissance Squadrons did
remarkably well ia determining German locations. However, such information
was generally disregarded by Patton and by Eddy, as they fully expected to
continue the advance any day. Moreover, intelligence from higher head-
quarters was not passed to subardinate units.9 As a result of the lack of
good U.S. intelligence, Patton did not realize the West Wall near
Saarbruecken was undefended, and could easily have been plerced without a
struggle. The route to the east through Strassbourg was equally open. U.S.
forces failed to send recon patrols through the wide gap of both sides of

Dieuze. 10
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German intelligence provided similar results. Reconnaissance forces
were out and were able to give reports of moving U.S. units. However, they
could not detarmine exact troop locations, which explained the 113th Panzer
Brigade's mansuvering right and left around Rechicourt on 19 September look-
ing for a breakthrough point in its drive to Champenoux. They were unable
to locate the weak points in the 10th and the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion

lines. Instead, they attacked head on.

U.S. air superiority also played a key role in the campaign. Thus,
Clarke could lead the units in his L-4 aircraft, artillery could be adjusted
by aircraft, and P-i7s could make reconnaissance and RECCE flights over

German positions. German lack of air power severely limited their capabili-

ties.

Adverse weather had a major impact on the operation. September had been
abnormally wet with over 5 inches of rain. The mud accompanying the rain
made mansuvering difficult, if not impossible. Fog was prevalent in the
early part of the day. The fog brought the battle to very short range
enabling Sherman tanks to get close to German Panzers. U.S. tanks first
shot white phosphorous to blind the opposing crew, then used armor-piercing
ammmnition to destroy German tanks. Since the U.S. was using mobile defense
techniques, tanks did get bogged down when used as parts of task forces in
mopping up operations. Adverse weather assisted the Germans by limiting
Allied air attacks, but it hindered the Germans. They had extreme dif-

fioulty getting into positions to launch attacks and were consistently late
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in meeting starting times. The bad weather put the Sherman tank at an
advantage with mansuverability and thus the Panzer advantage of its longer
range guns was lost. In the fog, the Germans lost their sense of direstion
while attacking, as indicated by the use of tape up to U.S. lines to insure
that they would not get loat. The bad weather was also very demoralizing to

the soldiers.

Supply limitations restricted both sides. The U.S. 4th Armored Division
experienced shortages, partioularly in gasoline. They had to use 55 gallon
drums on the back of the Sherman tanks in order to have sufficient amounts
to carry out the days' naneuvers.h Other supplies were not a problem as
there were no critical shortages. The Germans, on the other hand, had
serious shortages of all kinds. XIX TAC planes consistently bombed trains

with tanks attack ammo and POL dumps. As XIX TAC noted:

"On the 28th of September, the second successive day of
good flying weather, ths 406th Group, on Armored Recce
in the Strasbourg-Saarturg area, found excellent hunt-
ing, chiefly against military trains bearing tanks and
ammnition. Its 512th Squadron hit the jackpot when it
stiafed the train and the resulting explosion blew up
the whole countryside for 5 miles around. Another
ammunition train, of 20 cars, was blown up and intense
fires seen among Tiger tanks on flat cars in another

train."12

Despite the bombings, the Germans mammged to bring additional tanks
forward against the 4th Armored Division at Arracourt. Most of the replace-
ment tanks were repaired in LVIII Panzer Corps workshops with the greatest
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possible speed as the tanks were urgently needed for reinforcement. Often
over half of the knoocked out tanks could be raturned to the lines the
following morning. Another significant shortage was that of German air-'
eraft. Only on two occasions did the Luftwaffe appear against the XIX TAC.
On the 29th of September, for the second time in two days, 30 ME-~109
Luftwaffe aircraft engaged the 513d Squadron which was attacking RECCE tar-
gets. The German pilots appeared inexperienced, a fact which supported the
belief that fuel shortage was seriously handicapping training in the
Luftwaffe. It was reported that because of lack of fuel, combat training
time in the German Luftwaffe had been sharply reduced and much of the

instruction being given in gliders rather than powered planes.!3

Artillery supply deserves a special note. The Germans had good ground
observation and the field artillery cbservation battalions were wsll
organized. Although the Germans knew how much artillery the U.S. had, they
were unwilling to fire sufficient ammo on any but the most urgent front line
targets due to ammunitiocn shortages. The undoing of their artillery was due
to a lack of air observation, the complete breakdown of commo under the
weight of U.S. prepared preparation and counterbattery fires, improvised
unit organization, an unwillingness to expend ammo, too much reliance on the
self-propelled and other high velocity guns, and the ineffectiveness of
their harrassing fires by long range heavy weapons.m Mixed caliber weap-
ons from (75-mm to 380-mm) within the same units posed severs resupply prob-

lems. Some 70 different types of weapons were employed againat Third Army

units.
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Use of reserves varied en the two sides. The U.S. committed reserves in
an orderly fashion. The ocombat command setup was tailored to provide the
proper foros mix at the proper time. For example, a task foroe was sent
back to the bridge head at Dieulouard to assist in the operation there. A
second task foroe was sent to assist CCB in its move across the canmal. A
third task force was sent to Luneville to assist the CCR. CCB subsequently
Joined forces with CCA at Arracourt during the second battle to hold the
Arracourt salient. The Germans often committed their reserves piecemeal.
The overall German situation had deteriorated to such a degres that when the
Fifth Panzer Army became available, its commitment was more neceasary else~
where. Commitment of reinforcements thus involved putting out a series of
brush fires. Theref'ore, the Germans could not concentrate on launching a

successful counterattack.

In addition, German reserves were limited. The 15th Panzer Grenadier
Division only arrived at Luneville on 17 September and were immediately
pressed into battle without rest. The 113th Panzer Brigade was committed
before the 111th Panzer Brigade could get into position with no available
reserve. The 11th Panzer Division was employed against the Arracourt
salient as soon as the first elements arrived, even though subordinate units
were still not present in the battle area. To minimize combat losses, Ger-
mans learned to attack at night, because American aircraft did not fly at
night. By the end of September, however, the Germans were forced to go on

the defensive because they could not continue the attack.
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A comparison of the soldiers also is important to consider at this
time. The esprit of the U.S. soldier was high, in part due to the charisma
of Patton, Bradley, Clarke, and Abrams, and their concern for the individual

soldier. U.S. soldiers had spent 6 weeks on the offensive and were hoping

to regain it. Although miserable dus to rain, mud, and lack of sleep, U.S.

soldiers knew they were far better off than the German soldiers, and were

told this again and again by their commanders. They had trained together

and had moved as a unit from the U.S. through England and then fought

through France. They had captured a German headquarters and had damaged two

German divisions. When the 4th Armored Division adopted a mobile defense,

morale stayed high because they remained active.

The German soldier, on the other hand, had serious problems. There was

1ittle unit cohesion. Men were gathered from all over Germany, put on a
train, and at the terminal, first met their leaders., Units conaisted of

injured from the eastern front, old men, and those who had already been

discharged but called back to duty and sent to the front. They realized

they wers cn the defensive, and being pushed back. Excuses to go back to
the rear increased until Balck put an end to it with the threat of execu-

tin. Discipline was strict, the asoldiers responded to this and fought

courageously. !5

The expectations of both sides differed, and this may have impacted on

morale and parformance. The U.S. soldier felt he could continus the march
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and push without much resistance all the way to the West Wall. This is what
he had been told over and over again. However, he found the German soldier
could be a very determined righter, often willing to dis in place. The
Germans were motivated by other means. Germans had been told that each
individual soldier of the 4th Armored Division was chosen because he was a
profeasional murderer in civilian life, that membership in the 4th Armored
Division was only possible if the soldier had killed his mother, and he had
been boarn out of wedlook. The Wehrmacht rank amd file thus regarded the
4th Armored Division with respeoct and terror. They also believed that
Colonel Abrams was Jewish, (even though he was a New England Methodist), and

that vengeance played a part in his dostruotiveneaa.‘s

Lessons Learned.

U.S. lessons learned were numerous. The Uth Armored Division employed
the tanks and infantry at night even though the books said it could not be
done. This successful use of tank infantry teams surprised the Germans and
enhanced American success. Careful integration of tank power with air power
proved valuable. On several occasions the XIX Tactical Air Command was
given credit by the ground forces for their role in destroying and flushing
out tanks.!T oOm the other hand, lack of adequate intelligence caused the
4th Armored Division to fight in the Arracourt area and not punch through to
the north where there was weakness in the German lines. Because of the

resultant inactivity of the 4th Armored Division from 1 to 12 September, the
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Germans had a chance to reorganize units, to create local reserves, and
organize a counterattack in the Arraccurt-Luneville sector. This gained
time for them to prevent the Americans from getting to the West Wall before
winter. Had the Uth Armored Division not halted at the Moselle, Arracourt
might never had been a battle, and the U.S. might have arrived at the West
Wall and pushed through to Germany with minimal resistance. However, they
had been ardered by the Supreme Allied Commander to stand fast, both in
early and late September. Logistical lessons were learned as well. Had the
Third Army had sufficient fuel to push through at Arracourt on 15 September
instead of regrouping there, they might have gotten all the way to the West
Wall.

Lessons can also be learned from the German experience. The problem of
using makeshift units became apparent from German use of Panzer brigades.
These units intended for service in the East had only slight combat value in
France. They lacked a regimental staff, towing services, and armored force
repair shop platoons. Moreover, artillery and engineers were lacking.
Likewise other new units formed without equipment, training, or leadership
wers Insufficient to stop the Allied advance. The attack of the
LVIII Panzer Corps against the Dieulouard bridgehead didn't heold, as the
5534 Volksgrenadier Division was ocutflanked by the enemy on two sides, and

could not hold its ground.

Arracourt is an example of the futility of operating without adequate
alr support. The Germans failed to reinforce the Luftwaffe, ground rein-

forcements were late in arriving, and those that did were ineffective,
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because all airfields near the front had been destroyed. Only om two occa-
sions during September were German aircraft brought to bear againat U.S.
positina in Lorraine. On two other ococasions in the latter part of
September, airoraft had been requested, but they could not be brought in
because they were either being used elsewhere (against Montgumery's 2ist
Army Group force in the north), or the planes couldn't get off the ground

from airflields in Germany due to heavy fog.

The Germans also learned the disadvantages in wearing out Panzer type
divisions by retaining them in front lines for purely defensive action.
However, circumstances dictated it was not possible to do anything else.
The Germans learned the cost of a "hold at any price® policy. They had to
economize with their available forces. Interference by intervening head-
quarters in OKW directives was expressly forbidden. This interference from
above did not allow the commander on the ground to make a decision. Hence,
local oommanders could not economize their units because they were not per-
mitted to. Lack of timely communications made the situation even worse.

Sometimes orders did not arrive until 12 to 24 hours later, which rendered

them obsolete.
German commanders were often not prepared for operations againat
Americans. The majority of the commanders had been brought from the Eastern

Front and were not familiar with the terrain or tactics practiced by the

Americans. Compounding the effect of that ignorance was the tendency for
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Berlin to force Bastern tactios in the West (i.e., massing of tanks), rather
than being sensitive to a different enemy on different terrain. Hitler
himself made a great mistake on insisting a counterattack bs delivered
before all available forces were assembled. This happened repeatedly
throughout the Arracourt battles. A blatant example oococurred after 30
September when LVIII Panzer Corps tried one more time to attack the
Americans. When the weather cleared, P-UT fighter aircraft appeared and 18
of their own tanks and several armored personnel carriers wesre destroyed.

This could have been prevented had they been satisfied with the line already

gained, which was favorable for the defense.

In summary, the battles of Arracourt demonstrated the U.S. ability to
maintain an aggressive mobile defense while retaining critical terrain to
deny the Germans a chance to link up with the 553d Volksgrenadier Division
in Nancy and to anchor their position on the east bank of the Masells for
the winter. The combined arma forces of the Uth Armored Division, coupled
with air attacks, were orchestrated to maintain the Arracourt salient. All
attempts to dislodge the Uth Armored Division from the hills around
Arracourt eventually failed. Arracourt demonstrated the U.S. capability of

maintaining a 360 degree mobile defense while deep within enemy lines, in

spite of adverse weather conditions. It exemplified the determination of

the American fighting man to resis£ wave alter wave of asseult at all times

of the day or night aven in the face of combat fatigue. Arracourt

poignantly ahowed how the Wehrmacht, already pondering complete defeat,
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nevertheless maintained its aggressive jabs until it was at last allowd to

g0 on the defensive. Arracourt thus became a critical turning point in /
Patton's drive to Germany, and served to tie up enough forces to allow the
main attack in the north to proceed. The German counterattaock was repulsed k
and the Germans never regained the initiative. Arracourt became the base - ,1
from which the Third Army winter offensive was launched in November. ,
Arracourt--the greatest tank battle of the Western offensive to that * |
time--became a model for defensive tactios and combined operations in the i
future. q
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APPENDIX 1

GERMAN LAND COMMAND IN THE WEST

OKW

0B WEST

ARMY GROUP B

7 ARMY

15 ARMY

B bl T S A 3 A T LT VT 3

|

[ Army_aroUP 6

1 ARMY

E PANZER ARMY

19 ARMY
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APPENDIX 2
ORGANIC AND ATTACHED UNITS OF THE FOURTH ARMOPED DIVISION

ORGANIC UNITS OF THE

FOURTH ARMORED DIVISION

8th TANK BATTALION
35th TANK BATTALION
$7th TANK BATTALION
10th ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
51st ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
53rd ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
24th ARMORED ENGINEER BATTALION
22nd ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
66th ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
94th ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

25th CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON,
MECHANIZED

126th ARMORED ORDNANCE MAINTENANCE
BATTALION

46th ARMORED MEDICAL BATTALION

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS BATTERY,

DIVISION ARTILLERY

CC A HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS
COMPANY

CC B HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS
COMPANY

RESERVE COMMAND
DIVISION HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
144th ARMORED SIGNAL COMPANY

TRAINS HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS
COMPANY

FORWARD ECHELON, 4th ARMORED DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS :

REAR ECHELON, 4th ARMORED DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS

4th ARMORED DIVISION MILITARY POLICE
PLATOON

4th ARMORED DIVISION BAND

*From Baldwin, Tiger Jack, p. 170.
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APPENDIX 2 (cont.)

ATTACHED UNITS IN COMBAT

704th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

489th ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY (AW)
BATTALION (SP)

3804th QUARTERMASTER TRUC” COMPANY

444th QUARTERMASTER TRUCK COMPANY
995th ENGINEER TREADWAY BRIDGE COMPANY
696th ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION E
1st PLATOON 16th FIELD HOSPITAL ' }

456th AMBULANCE COMPANY

5th DETACHMENT, 166th SIGNAL PHOTO COMPANY
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE CORPS DETACHMENT No. 504 1

INTERROGATION OF PRISONERS OF WAR TEAMS
No. 56 and 61

ORDER OF BATTLE TEAM No. 24
AIR SUPPORT PARTY No. 2, XIX TACTICAL

At

T Ty
St S UG WSy T S i O,

: AIR COMMAND
- PHOTO INTELLIGENCE TEAM No. 56 g
‘ ADVANCE SECTION COMMUNICATIONS ZONE, i
PROSTHETIC TEAM No. 4 !

i

*From Baldwin, Tiger Jack, p. 190.
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TABLES OF ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT (TO&E's) OF FIFTH PANZER ARMY DIVISIONS

T T e —— e

APPENDLX 3

1944 GERMAN INFANTRY DIVISION

é (12,772 men)

& o

2013 men
1987 men 161 SMG
1281 My x150 H
=120 My 28 MT
= B
7B 1767 M
@ MT
242 HD
485 Horses

GERMAN INFANTRY DIVISIONS

1839 1944 iw

Men 17,736 12772 9,800
infantry 8,000 5,500 4,100
LMG an 614 1200
HMG 138 102 549
ATL 90A 108 .
50 Mtr L ] . .
81 Mtr 54 54 42
120 Mer . n 24
20Gun 12 13 12
TSAT Gun 7537 2x78  20x75
7% How 20 19 12
106 How »B k7 8L
150 How 18C 18C aM
MT 1009 817 643
HD 918 1385 726
Horsas 4,842 3,979 2,734
AFV 30 10 .
FPF 8.2 70 48
Raised 218 180U 21
ABBREVIATIONS:

Men = total “paper” (fulf] strength of unit; Infantry = od
men in infentry, ceconneissence, and engineer bet-
tafong; LW = Luftwatfe infantry; VG = voiksgrenadier;
Mtn = mountain hlmw:i;.;‘- Iip{l;tn inf{m;yé' FJ = foll-
seirmjs (parachute infantry); = panzer-

dicg;'Any-mw; 50 mtr (81, 120)=50mm
81mm, 120rmm] morter; 20 gun=20mm anti-sircraft
fun; 88 gun = 88mm gun; 75 AT gun = 75mm anti-tank

Ren (708)

(484)

— =
(620)

— (]

379
o

(2390

2nd & 3rd
1945 VG  Mm 1839 L& Mmisss

11,909 10,000 24,956 14500 17,188

5100 4700 7.000 6,800 ?
462 2084 396 100 275
74 43 96 517 bl
pr) 216 S4A 54A o
. . 81 a3 8
54 @ 54 2 K"
.3 24 . 3 Y
10H 9H 12 (<} .
31Ix75 76 12x37 006G  48x37
29 561 18 14 12
2% 24 s 38R 16
18C 2 12 12 8
3% 428 1140 1000 8N
1273 1142 1007 700 659
3608 3002 7405 3300 45845
14 4 [ L) (]
Y] 59 a7 47 ?
. 13v 13w 16 2

gun; 75 How {106, 150)= 78w (108mm, 150mvn)
howitzer; FPF = fire powet factor; % of Div (arty) = per
cent of divisional fire power generated by artiery
regiment; MG (LMG, HMG) = machinegun light, heavyl;
ATL= gnti-tank rocket /sunchers; SMG = submachine-
gun; FT=flsme throwsr; AFV=armored fighting
vehicie; AG = ssssuit gun; AC = armored car; Prill {1V, V,
Vi) = Panzer il (IV, V, VI tank; MT = motor trensport
velvcle; HO = horse-drawn vehicle

*From Strategy and Tactics Magazine, War in the East, pp. 141 -42,
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APPENDIX 3 (cont.)

1944 GERMAN ARMORED DIVISION

1944 MOTORIZED
INFANTRY DIVISION (PG44)

o

e e et B e 4 Bk D2 s ool e

8
] 14727 mem
a8
s A 'es {14,738 men)
B & |
(2287) {2008) (1481) es i
e 1 (X1
= ==l & -]
@219) Ren (945 @awn 6 (1580}
152 =
1483) “m) Ren (1008)
BT & N+
(878 {63s) (4Z7 (47%)
J “+ &
(2952) 838) (07
a702)
Figure V4
GERMAN MOTORIZED DIVISIONS
FJ PG1941 PG 1544 Pz 1341 Pr1944 Pr 1345 SSPr Any Rifle  Tank
Men 16976 16400 14738 15800 14727 11422 17200 10900 9400 11900
Infantry 8400 7100 7000 5500 S200 4700 7100 880 6300 3800
MG 3026 810 818 850 1238 2100 2080 1101 2200 2963
HMG . 1010 712 108 1087 T2 850 1585 813 647 817
ATL 250 83a . 45a ° a3 ° e 22y 207y
S0 Mtr ° 57 . ° . . . . <] -
81 Mtr 125 38 84 k +} 52 36 L] § 83y 82y
120Mr a3 . ..} » 18 20 24 4 21 42
20 Gun 39 12 ) 78 ' 74 102 109 152 54 ° 16y
TS AT Gun 21 a 19 TS0 13 3 12 12 44z 942
TS HowiG 2 14 « 18 . . . ° . .
105 How 36 e 41 e 29 M4 42n 58¢ 12y 8t
105 How 12 12t 2 160 28 18 30k 80s . .
MT 2141 2800 2748 2900 2477 2 329 =22 182 1810
HO . . ° ] . . . O 642 .
Horses »> [ » . . . . 1840 ? ?
AFV 14 a2 108 168 503 182 1 o] . 240
FPF .4 7.4 9.1 9.6 10.0 8.1 14.2 130 40 9.3
Raised -] 16x 185 Fed ] o 7 1 i 790 28
. 144-45,
*From Strategy and Tactics Magazine, War in _the East, pp
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APPENDIX 4
FIFTH PANZER ARMY ORDER OF BATTLE

XLVII Panzer Corps - General der Panzertruppen Heinrich Freiherr von Luettwitz

LVIII Panzer Corps - General der Panzertruppen Walter Krueger

1th Panzer Division - Generalleutnant Hend von Mietersheim

Pz Regt 15

Pz Gren Regts 110, 111
Pz Arty Regt 119

Pz Ren Bn 11

Pz Engr Bn 209

Pz Sig Bn 89

Pz Obsn Btry

Army AA Bn 277

AT Bn 61

Aux No. 61

15th Panzer Grenadier Division - Oberst Wolfgang Mauchke

Pz Bn 115

Pz Gren Regts 104, 115
Mtz Arty Regt 33

Pz Ren Br 116

Mtz Engr Bn 33

Mtz Sig Bn 33

AT B8n 33

Aux No. 33

21st Panzer Division - Generalmajor Edgar Feuchtinger

Pz Regt 22

Pz Gren Regt 125, 192
Pz Arty Regt 155

Pz Recon Bn 21

Pz Engr Bn 220

Pz S1g Bn 200

AT Bn 200

Pz Obsn Btry

Army AA Bn 305

Aux No. 200
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APPENDIX 4 (cont.)

111th Panzer Brigade - 2000 men

2111 Pz Gr Regt - 2 Bns of 3 cos each
7 heavy cos with 4-75 mm Inf How and 4-81 mm mortars
2111 P2 Regt - 2 bns of tanks, one with Mk IV and one with Mk V tanks
Mixed Pz Rcn Co
Pz Engr Co

112th Panzer Brigade - 1200 men - Oberst von Usedow
2112 Pz Gr Regt - 2 bns with 3 cos ea
2112 Pz Bn - 40 Mk IV tanks
113th Panzer Brigade - 2000 men - Oberst Freiherr von’ Seckendorf
2113 Pz Gr Regt - 2 bns each having 3 rifle cos
2113 Pz Bn

130th Pz Regt
Pz Ren Co

Compiled frow U.S. Army, 6th Armored Division, "6th Armored Division
Periodic Reports: Special G~2 Reports, 26 September 1944," France, 1944,
Box 112 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library, Abilene, KS.
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APPENDIX 5
TANKS USED AT ARRACQURT*

U.S. TANKS
Light Tank (Stuart)

weight: 16 tons

crew: four
armament : one 37 mm gun, two .30 inch machine guns

armor: 44 mm (max)
Medfum Tank (Sherman)

weight: 35 tons

crew: five
armament : short tube 75 mm gun (M3), one .30 inch MG in hull,

one .50 cal MG in hull
speed: 23 mph
range: 80 miles

GERMAN TANKS
Mark IV

wefght: 24 tons

crew: five
armament : one long barrelled 75 mm gun and two 7.92 mm machine guns

speed: 25 mph
range: 130 miles
armor: 50 mm in front

Mark V (Panther)

weight: 43 tons

crew: five
armament: one 75 mm gun, two 7.92 mm machine guns

speed: 30 mph
range: 100 miles
armament : 120 mm maximum

Assault Gun

weight: 11.8 tons

crew: four
armament: one 20 mm gun, one 7.92 mm machine gun

speed: 40 mph
range: 150 miles
armor: 30 mm

*Compiled from Andrew Kershaw, The Tank Story (London: Marshall Cavendish, 1973).
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and the command of his army group was exercised directly by Commander in
Chief West. When von Rundstedt replaced Model as Commander in Chief West on
5 September, Model became commander of Army Group B.

76. Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 230. Because the commander and his chief
of staff generally moved together, command and control was strengthened.
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Patton told 'Eddy' one night when Eddy complained about being overextended
with 60000 Germans on his 'left' and 90,000 Germans on his 'right,! Gen 'P'
replied, 'Ignore the bastards and go ahead.'"

83. General Clarke, in his leiter to Barass of 26 March 1982, notes that
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86, Clarke to Barnes, 26 March 1982. The use of white phosphorous blinded
the German crew and caused them to abandon the tank, leaving it completely
serviceable. CCA drove eighteen abandoned Mark V tanks off the Arracourt
battlefield.

87. Letter amd cassette tape, Robert M. Parker, (Colonel), to Barmes, 1
April 1982,

88. Among the defensive positions were the West Wall, the French Maginot
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Chapter 2

For chapters 2, 3, and 4, I used Uth Armored Division G=2 reports, after
action reports, summaries, and diaries. Besides the Mth Armored Division
headquarters reports, I used reports prepared by the division artillery, the
three combat command headquarters, key staff officera, and subordinate bat-
talions. German sources oonsisted primarily of microfilm records of
Qberkommando West, Fifth Panzer Army, and LVIII Panzer Corps, as well as
translated manuscripts of postwar debriefings of key German general officers.

1. U.S. Armmy, Uth Armored Division, Combat Command A, The Establishment and
Defense of the Nancy Bridgehead (Fort Knox, KY, 25 October 1346), p. 3.
(Hereafter cited as Nancy Bridzehead.)

2. Mellenthin, Panzer Battles, p. 316.

3. CCA consisted of the 37th Tk Bn (-), 53d Armd Inf Bn (-), C Co, 10th
Armd Inf Bn, 166th (C) Engr Bn, C Co, 2ith Armd Engr Bn, C Co TO4th TD Bn,
the 66th and 94th (=) Armd FA Bns, and the 191st FA Bn. Cole, Lorraine
Campaign, footnote p. 223.

4, Nency Bridgehead, p. U.

5. "Records of German Field Commands: Panzer Armies" (Washington, DC: The
American Historical Association Committee for the Study of War Documents,
1959), National Archives microfilm T-313, Roll #20. (Hereafter cited as

"Panzer Armles" with the microfilm roll number.)

6. Nancy Bridgehead, p. 9.

7. U.S. Army, 37th Tanl- Battalion, "Battalion Diary, September 1544" (APO
254, Germany, 15 October 1944), p. S, Record Group 407, National Archives,
Washington, DC. (Hereafter cited as "37th Tank Battalion Diary™). Clarke
claims toc have overrun a German corps headquarters. At this time, 15th
Panzer Division came under the 13th SS Corps. Elements of that Corps head-
quarters were present at Arracourt; hence, Clarke's claim to have overrun a
corps headquarters at Arracourt. Clarke to Barnes, 5 April 1982. This is

also mentioned in Koyen, 4th Armored Division, p. 37.

8. U.S. Army, Armor School, The Employment of Four Tank Destroyer
Battalions in the ETO, a report prepared by Committee 24, Officers Advanced
Course, The Armor School (Fort Knox, KY, May 1950), p. 67. (Hereafter cited
as Tank Destroyer Battalions.) TF Abrams included Company C, 37th Tank
Battalion, and was located at a combat outpost at the crossroads at Lezey,
four to five miles northeast of Arracourt. The composition of TF Curtis was
Company C, 24th Engineers, and Campany A, 166th Engineers, reinforced by two
tank deatroyer platoons. T. F. Curtis was located southwest of Arracourt.
The composition of TF Jacques was the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion
reinforced with a company of medium tanks (B/37) on north flank between
Chambrey and Arracourt.
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9. "37th Tank Battalion Diw," Pe 5,

10. TF Abrams, less five tanks and Company C of 2ith Engineera, pulled back
to the viainity or Rechicourt to take over the area vacated by 1/318.

11. U.S. Army, 4th Armored Division, Ccabat Command A, "After Action Report
for September 1944® (APO 254, Germany, 6 March 1945), Record Group 407,
Natiaug Archives, Washington, DC. Hereafter cited as "CCA After Action
Report®).

12. CCA sent a task force conaisting of infantry and elements of the 3Tth
Tank Battalion and the 191st Armored Field Artillery under LTC Abrams to
assist CCB over the camal.

13. Nanoy Bridgehead, p. 9.

4. TF Hunter sent to help CCR at Luneville consisted of Btry C, 9lith Armd
FA; Company A, 37th Tank Battalion; Company B, 53d Armored Infantry Bat-
talion. U.S. Army, 94th Armored Field Ar!‘.illory Battalion, Riatorz of the
Minety-Fourth Armored Field Artill Battalion in the Eurvpean Theater of
rations 5 (Nuremberg, Germany: Sebaldus-

16. A. L. Lambert and G. B. Layton, The Ghosts of Patton's Third Army: A
History of the Second U.3. Cavalry (Munich, Germany: Munchner Graphische
Kunstanstalten GMBH, 1945), p. 15,

17. Ibid., p. 196.

18. U.S. Army, 35th Tank Battalion, "After Action Report (for September
1944)» (APO 254, Germany, 20 November 19uli), Racord Group 407, National
Archives, Washington, DC. Hersafter cited as "35th Tank Battalion After
Action Report®).

19. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 17 Septamber 1944,

20. Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 220, and “35th Tank Battalion After Action
Repori.®

21. Third U.S. Amy Diary entry in Cole, Lorraine Campaign, footnote, p.
220.

22. "Aotivities of General Eddy," 15 September 1944, Manton S. Eddy papers,
Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, PA. (Hereafter cited as
*Eddy Diary".)
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! 23. Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 220.
‘ !
24, Lambert, Ghosts, p. 157.

25. U.S. Army, TO#th Tank Destroyer Battalion, "Battalion History - 70Uth
Tank Deatroyer Battalion = 5 September to 30 September 1944" (Lorraine,
France, Ootober 1944), Record Group 407, National Archives, Washington, DC. :

26. "CCA After Action Report,” 18 September 1344.
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27. This is the only time a single field artillery battery was sent off as P
part of a task force. Parkei to Barnes, 1 April 1982. L1

28, "704th Tank Destroyer Battalion History," 18 September 1944, See also C g
U.S. Army, 4th Armored Division., Reserve Command Headquarters, "After Action i |
Report - September 1944" (APO 254, Germany, 25 March 19i45), entry for 18

: September 1944, Record Group U407, National Archives, Washington, DC. (Here-
} after cited as "Reserve Command After Action Report.")

29, "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 18 September 19U4. %
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E 30. Martin Blumenson, comp., The Patton Papers. Vol. 2. 19U40-1945.
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1974), p. 550.

31. "Reserve Command After Action Report," entry for 18 September 1944,

32. "704th Tank Destroyer Battalion History," 19 September 1344, and
"Reserve Command After Action Report,”™ 19 September 194U.
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33. Nanoy Bridgehead, p. 17.

34. "“Records of German Field Commands: Corps®™ (Washington, DC: National !
Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration, 1965). ;
Naticnal Archives microfilm T-314, Roll 1497, 18 September 1944, (Hereafter ‘

oited as "German Corps," Roll 1497.) »
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Chapter 3

1. U.S. Army, 4th Armored Division, Combat Command B, "After Action Report
for September 1344, (APO 254, Germany, 5 March 1945), Record Group 407,
National Archives, Washington, DC. (Hereafter cited as "CCB After Action
Rﬁporto")

2. Cole, Loarraine Campaign, p. 223.

3. A spot report sent to the G~2, XII Corps, at 2235 hours on 18 September
indicated 1500 German troops were in the Foret de Parroy, which was occupled
by remmants of two German divisions that had ocome from Epinal and Belfort.
U.S. Army, 4th Armored Division, "G-2 Periodic Reports, September 1544 "
report no. 62 of 19 September 1944, Record Group 407, National Archives,
Washington, DC. (Hereafter cited as "G-2 Periodic Reports.")

4. "German Corps," Roll 1497, 18 September 1944,

5. Ibid.

6. The 111th Panzer Brigade was now attached to the LVIII Panzer Corps.

7. Battle Group von Luettwitz consisted of the 21st Panzer Division and the
111th and 112th Panzer Brigades.

8. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 18 September 1944,

9. Eddy pointed this matter out to Patton, who thought there were suf-
ficient forces already there without committing additional units.

10. "37th Tank Battalion Diary," 19 September 194i,
11, "Panzer Armies,™ Roll 420, 19 September 194i.
12. Ibid., Roll 421, 19 September 13ul,

13. "37th Tank Battalion Diary,™ 19 September 1944,

4. The Germans made general repairs enroute so that the tanks were opera-
tional and planned repaiirr of the fire control equipment as soon as possible.

15. To improve observation because of the fog, each tank in position placed
an observer approximately seventy-five yards forward of the tank's position,
tied in by telsphone. This enabled them to galn surprise by taking enemy
tanks under direct fire.

16. William A. Dwight, (Colonel), to Barmes, 28 March 1982.
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17. Tank Destroyer Battalions, p. 70.
18, Ibid., p. 72.

19, Ibid., p. T5.
20. "37th Tank Battalion Diary," 19 September 194X,

21, Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 225.

22. Lamison had sixteen tanks in his company--two platoons of five each and
one platoon of four. Kenneth R. Lamison, (Colonel), to Barnes, 6 April 1982.

23. "T04th Tank Destroyer Battalion History," 19 September 1544,

24, U.S. Army, Uth Armored Division, "Diary of Col. Hal Pattison, September
19ﬁ1," Record Group 407, National Archives, Washington, DC., 19 September
1944,

25. "Eddy Diary," sntry for 19 September 1944,

26. "37th Tank Battalion Diary," entry for 19 September 15ul.

2T7. Ibid.

28. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, entry for 19 September 194U,

29. "35th Tank Battalion After Action Report," entry for 19 September 1944,
30. U.S. Army, 4th Armored Division, "Journal of the Division Surgeon's
Office from 1 to 30 September 1944, in France," (France, October 1544),

Record Group 407, National Archives, Washington, DC. (Hersafter cited as
4hth Armored Division, "Surgeon's Journal.")

31. Both German and Ameriocan records confirm the attack, but only U.S.
records show ths tank losses.

32. Cited in "37th Tank Battalion Diary" as well as in Cole, Lorraine
Campaign, p. 225.

33. Up to this point, Uth Armored Division has lost thirty-three tanks since
orossing the Mosells. "Eddy Diary," 21 September 1944,

34. There is confusion as to whether thers were thirty-nine or forty-three
destroyed German tanks. The Division G=2 record, as well as a count within
this narrative totals thirty-nine. The 37th Tank Battalion Diary records
forty-three. Because no assessment was made during the night of 18/19
September following the artillery fire, it would be impossible to know
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exactly how many tanks were totally destroyed, or how many could be repaired
and subaequently used again.

35. "Panzer Armies,"” Roll 420, 20 September 19Ul.

36. Ibid.

37. Ibid. At noon that day, the Germans had the following tanks: 111th
Panzer Brigade--nineteen Mark V's, six Mark IV's--total twenty-five; 113th
Panzer Brigade-~ten Mark V's, three Mark IV's--total thirteen tanks--for a
grand total of thirty-six tanks.

38. Task Force Oden consisted of the 35th Tank Battalion, the 53d Armored
Infantry Battalion and the 66th Field Artillery Battalion on the left. 1TF
Abrams consisted of the 37th Tank Battalion, 10th Armored Infantry Bat-
talion, and the 94th Field Artillery Battalion. 94th Armored FA kn,
History, p. 5.

39. "CCA After Action Report," entry for 20 September 1944, p. 6.

4. U.S. Army, 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized, "Unit His-
tory® (APO 254, Germany, March 19U45), entry for 20 September 1944, Record
Group 407, National Archives, Washington, DC. (Hereafter cited as "25th
Cavalry Squadron Unit History.")

41, U.S. Army, Uth Armored Division, Division Artillery, "After Action
Report, 1 September to 30 September 1944," (Arracourt, France, 30 September
1944), entry for 20 September 1944, Record Group 407, National Archives,
Hashinstc):n, DC. (Hereafter cited as "™Division Artillery After Action
Report.®

42. U.S. Army, 53d Armored Infantry Battalion, "After Action Report - Sep-
tember 1944," (Lorraine, France, October 1944), entry for 20 September 194},
Record Group 407, National Archives, Washington, DC. (Hersafter cited as
"53d Armored Infantry Afte: Aation Report.®)

43. "3T7¢h Tank Battalion Diary,"™ 20 September 1944,

44, "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 20 September 1944,

s, Ibid., daily summary for 21 September 1944, cites CPT Junghannis for
his agaressive action and bravery. The Germans did not mention the number

of thelr own tanks destroyed, but did note they had fifteen Panzer V and
eight assauvlt guns ready for action. See also "3Tth Tank Battalion Diary,"

entry for 20 September 1944,

46. Ibid. The daily summary for 20 September reported Ley was taken by
1700 hours, but gave no loases.
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§T. Ibid. A morning journal entry of 21 September indicated the Uth Armored
Division loat a total of eighteen tanks that day--fifteen to the 111th amd
three to the 113th Panzer Brigades--an exaggeration to make the Germans look

good.

48. Task Foroe Kimsey conaisted of a medium tank company and three tank
destroyers. "CCA After Action Report," 20 September 1944, p. 6.

49. U.S. Army, 10th Armored Infantry Battalion, "Combat History, September
1944" (APO 254, Germany, October 194i), entry for 20 September 1944, Record
Group 407, National Archives, Washington, DC. (Hereafter cited as "10th
Armored Infantry Bn History.") See also "37th Tank Battalion Diary," 20

September 1544,

50, "25th Cavalry Squadron Unit History," 21 September 19Ul,
the few recorded oases of amoicide in the Lorraine Campaign.

This is one of

51 Garman loss figures are cited in "37th Tank Battalion Diary," 20
September 19u4,

52. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 20 September 1944.

53, Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. &29. His accurate reporting is borne out in
the German records. "“German Corps,™ Roll 1U497.

54. "3Tth Tank Battalion Diary," 21 September 1944.
55. "S3d Armored Infantry After Aation Report," 21 September 1944,

56. "=ddy Diary," entry for 21 September 1944,
57. "37th Tank Battalion Diary," 21 September 194l.,

58. Ibid.

59. There is confusion as to who blew up the bridge at Parroy.
Kimsey and the Germans made this olaim.

60. "German Corps," Roll 1497. Although Balck took over on 21 September,
all reparts for 21 through 23 September are signsd by the ocutgoing chief of
staff, Gyldenfeldt. A document dated 1200 hours, 24 September, signed by
both Gyldenfeldt and von Mellenthin officially transferred the respon-

sibllity for chief of staff, Army Group G.

61, Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 230.

62. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 21 September 1344,

Both TF
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63. Ibid,
64. Ibid,

~
. Pl b

65. "German Corps," Roll 1497, 21 September 1944,

66. "Paizer Armies," Roll 420, 22 September 1944.

67. At 23.. hours on 22 September, 11th Panzer Division came under LVIII .
Panzer Corps control. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 22 September 194A, L

680 COlQ, Lw“iﬂ‘ Cgﬂiﬂ!. Pe 2310
69. "25th Cavalry Squadron Unit History," 22 September 1944, fg

70. "704th Tank Destroyer Battalion History," p. 1. The 2d Platoon of B
Company destroyed threes enemy tanks near Rechioourt.

T1. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 22 September 1344, '

72. "37th Tank Battalion Diary,"™ 22 September 19U4,

,.,,,m‘,_,.ﬂ....-,w‘..u

73. Cole's acocount is confirmed in a letter from Kenneth R. Lamison, to
Barnes, 6 April 1982.

H T4. "Panzer Armies," Roll 421, 22 September 19ul.
: 75« "3Tth Tank Battalion Diary," 22 September 134l. .
, 76. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 22 September 1944. g
1) 77. Ibid. 5%

78. Ibid. 2
79. Ibid, -

80. "German Army Groups," Roll 141, 22 Septumber 1944, ¥

Chapter 4 E
1. "German Army Groups," Roll 141, frame 1129. L
2. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, journal entry 2100 hours, 23 September 1944. '

3. Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 236. See also "CCA After Action Report"
entry for 23 September 19”%.

U, U4th Armored Division, "Surgeon's Journal," 25 September 1944. The divi- |

sion surgeon kept careful combat records which provided an additional check
on unit reporting ascuracy.
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6. Ibid., Roll 420, 25 September 1944,

7. %“25th Cavalry Squadron Unit History," 25 September 19Ul.

8. "35th Tank Battaliom After Aoticn Report," 25 September 1944,
9. "Panger Armies," Roll 421, 25 September 1944,

10. "CCA After Aotion Report," 25 Saptember 1944,

11, "Panzer Armies," Roll U420, 25 September 194l,

12. "Geruman Army Groups," Roll 141, Frame 1144, evening report of 25
September.

13. Ibid., daily report of 25 September 1944.

14, "CCB After Action Repart," 25 September 194l.

15, 4th Armored Division, "Surgeon's Journal," 25 September 194U,
16, XIX TAC Report, p. 1.

17. "704th Tank Destroyer Battalion History," 26 September 19M4.

18. "Division Artillery After Action Report," 26 September 1944. Also found
in Robert M. Parker, (Colonel), to Barnes, 1 April 1982,
19. "German Army Groups," Roll 141, 26 September 1944,

-

20. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, daily summary for 26 September.
21. Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 232.

22, Uth Armered Division, "Surgeon's Journal," 26 September 194i.
23. "German Army Groups," Rell 141, 26 September 1944,

24, "Eddy Diary," entry for 26 September 1944, This was a prisoner of war
report that sppeared in "G-2 Periodic Reports,” Report no. 68, 25 September
1944,

25, "10th Armored Infantry Bn History," 27 September 1944,

26. Ibid.
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27. "53d Armcred Infantry After Action Report,® 27 September 1944, In a
1330 hours spot repart ("Panzer Armies,” Roll 420), the Germans had been
promised fifty MIG aircraft for supporting their attack, but they never
appeared.

28. Ibid., 27 September spot report.

29. "35th Tank Battalion After Action Report," 27 September 194l4. The
Americans used smoke between Moyenvic-Lezey and Bezange-la-Petite--Lezey.

30. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 27 September 1944,

31. Ibid.

32. Long tube Panzers had greater range and velocity than short tube Panzers.
33. "Panzer Armies,”™ Roll 420, 27 September 1944,

34. "German Corps," Roll 1497, Corps Order for 27 September, dated 26
September 1944,

35. Ibid., 27 September 194,

36. Uth Armored Division, "Surgeon's Journal," 27 September 1944,

37. "German Army Groups,®™ Roll 141, 28 September 194U,

38, Ibid.

39. U.S. Army, 51st Armored Infantry Battalion, "After Action Report for
September 1944,™ (APO 254, Germany), 28 September 1944, Record Group U407,
National Archives, Washington, DC.

40. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 28 September 1944,

41. "0th Armored Infantry Bn History," 28 September 1944,

42, "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 28 September 1944,

43. XIX TAC Report, spot report, p. 5.

44, "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 28 September 1944, "Jabo"™ was a German slang
term used for U.S. fighter aircraft.

45. One concrete example of ammunition shortage at the time. The Germans
did minimal firing so to preserve ammunition.

U6. "Panzer Armies,"™ Roll 420, 28 September 1944,

47. Ibid.
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48. Ibid., spot report, 2100 hours, 28 September 194l.
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50. Ibid.
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51. Ibid.
52. m B-36|l, P 10. }
53. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 28 September 1944,

54, "CCA After Aation Report.” ‘.
55. MS B-364, p. 10. '
56. "CCB After Action Report,” 29 September 1344,
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57. "Panzer Armies,® Roll 420, 29 September 1944,

58. Cole, Lorraine Campaign, p. 241.
§9. "Panzer Armies," Roll 42¢, 29 September 1944.

b lh DI,

60. Cole, Lorraine Campaisn, p. 2U1.
61. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 29 September 1944,

62. Ibid.
63. Ibid.
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64. Ibiq.

o it

65. Ibid.

66. The Germans had gone over to the defensive, but they still wanted to
maintain contact. The word disturb rather than destroy, indicates this

change of smphasis.
67. "Panzer Armies," Roll 420, 29 September 194.
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68. Ibid.
69. "35th Tank Battalion After Action Report,® 29 September 1944,
70. "German Corps," Roll 1497, daily summary for 29 September 19ul,

71. "German Army Groups," Roll 141, agenda for meeting with von Rundstedt,
29 September 1944,
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T72. Ibid.

73. "German Corps," Roll 1497, 29 September 1944,

T4. "CCB After Action Report,®™ and 4th Armored Division, "Surgeon'’s Jour-
nal," 29 September 1944,

75. These figures were obtained by totaling casualties from 25 to 29
September.

76. On 22 October, Wood's Division was relieved by the 26th Division, and
4th Armored Division went into corps rsserve.

Chaptar 5
1. U.S. Army, U4th Armored Division, "After Action Report, 1 September to 30
September 1944," 30 September 1944, Record Group 407, National Archives,
"asmgtm’ Ic.
2. Ibid.
3. Cole, Lorraine Campaign, footnote p. 2U3.

4, Clarke to Barnes, 26 March 1982.

5. Nancy Bridgehead, p. 10.

6. Clarke to Barnes, 26 March 1982.

T« ULTRA intercepts for Third Army are presently unavailable.

8. "CCA After Action Report" and "CCB After Action Report," 24 September
1944,

9. Clarke states he never received any intelligence from division or higher
when he was CCA commander. Clarke to Barres, 26 March 1982.

10. MS A-999, p. 10.
11. Clarke to Barnes, 26 March 1982,
12. XIX TAC Report, p. xiv.
13. Ibid.
i, Many of the artillery rounds landed as duds, which saved the U.S.
defenders at Arracourt. Thomas J. Cooke, (Lieutenant Colonel), to Barnes, 7
April 1982.
15. Van Creveld, Fighting Power, p. 85.
~198«

4

o aneart ot a0 e 1 e, s, o L SR KMt ot B S L i e S i ol i G i o SIS S £ i e i G i)

Lanla e




16. Will Lang, "Colonel Abe," Life, 23 April 1945, p. 48.

: 17. In both the Third Army and CCA After Action Reports, 405th Group was

: given credit by the ground forces for eleven tanks destroyed and two
damaged, and for having dbeen an inestimable aid in breaking up two German
; counterattacks. The reports also lauded the 511th Squadron for destroying
: aix additional tanks. Patton used every opportunity to publicly thank the
’ YIX Commander, General Weyand.
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U.S. ARMY COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE
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ATZL-SWY 2 May 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR ATTN: Larry Downing, DTIC-OCQ, Defense Technical Information
Center, 8725 John J. Kingman Road, Suite 0944, Fort Belvoir, VA
22060-6218

SUBJECT: Request for Distribution Change

1. The following documents should be changed from distribution B to distribution A. The
limitations have been removed and they are now publicly available.

THESIS ACCESSION

NO
Arracourt—Seplember 1944 ADBO067783 -
Criminal Investigative Activities, World War II and Vietnam, Battlefield ADB125460 —
Implications

Does the US Army Need a Full-Time Operations Other Than War Unit? ADB225714 -~
F-16 Low Altitude Navigation and Targeting Infrared System for Night and ADB135971

the Night Close Air S

Finite Element Analysis of Laser-Induced Damage to Mechanically Loaded = ADB157706
Laminated Compo

Role of Army Intelligence in the Domestic Drug War ADB149106

Should Members of the Military be Concerned about Television Coverage of ADB135563
Wartime Operation
Teaching Mission Orders in Officer Advance Course Instruction: Reality or ADB135628

Myth?
The Cut of the Scythe ADB125547
The Light Infantry Division, Regionally Focused for Low Intensity Conflict ADB150050
The Role of the Corps Air Defense Artillery Brigade ADB148423
The Strategic Rationale for Special Operations Forces Employment ADBI157746

2. Thanks. Please let me know when they are done. My e-mail address is
burgesse@leavenworth.army.mil, and my phone number is (913) 758-3171.
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Chief, Public Services
Combined Arms Research Library
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REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

ATZL-SWY 10 May 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR Defense Technical Information Center, ATTN:
DTIC-OMI (Bill Bush), 8725 John J Kingman Rd
STE 0944, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-6218

SUBJECT: Distribution Statement Change

1. Request a distribution statement change to the following document:
ADBO067783, Richard H. Barnes, "Arracourt--September 1944," dated 3 June
1982.

2. The distribution statement change, effective 11 April 2001 per Dr. Roger
Spiller, Reviewer, George C. Marshall Professor of Military History should read
the following: (A) Approved for Public Release: Distribution unlimited.

3. POC for this request is Mary Light, Documents Cataloger, DSN 585-3116 or
COM 913-758-3116 or FAX: DSN 585-3014 or COM 913-758-3014.

Notha - Daci

Encl Martha A. Davis
Director
Combined Arms Research Library



